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A DEDICATION

Dear Jokn Hemphill

This 33 a record and act of memory
of you at Dower House— of June
mghts on the porch with the folsage
of the willow tree powdered agamnst
the stars the «hite panelled hearth
of the yellow room n smouldering
wanter dushs dinner with the candles
warering sn teprd April airs and
the blue envelopment of late Septem
ber noons A quiet reach lihe the old
grey house and green fields the little
valleys filled with trees and placd
town beyond the lll where the calen
dar of our days and companionship 1s
set

Joseph Hergeshevmer
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1 THE FURNACE
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TWILIGHT lke blue dust sifted mnto the
shallow fold of the thickly wooded hilly
It was early October but a crisping frost
had already stamped the maple trees with gold, the
Spamsh oaks were hung with patches of wine red
the sumach was brilhant 1 the darkenieg under
brush A pattern of wild geese flymg low and ur
concerned above the hills wavered against the serene
ashen evening  Howat Penny standing m the com
parative clearmng of & road decided that the shif
mg regular fiight would not come close enough for
a shot He dropped the butt of his gun to the
ground Then he raised 1t agamn exammng the
hammer the flint was loose unsatisfactory There
was a probability that 1t would miss firing
He had no mtention of hunting the geese With
the drooping of day Ius keenness had evaporated an
habitual indifference strengthened permeating hum
He turned lus dark young face toward the trans
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THE FURNACE

England and the study of metallurgy and a Mr
WWnscombe come out to the Provinces n connechon
with the Maryland boundary dispute
by lus wife  All thus Howat Penny regarded with
profound distaste necessary social and conversa
‘tional forms repelled him  And it annoyed s fa
ther when he sat apparently morose agamst the wall
or retired solitary to s room

He would get supper here they would be glad to
have lum at the house of Peter Heydrich the man
ager of the Furnace. Half turming he could see the
dwelling at his back — a small grey stone rcctangle
with e narrow portico on its solid face and a pale
glmmer of candles 1n the lower windows The
ground immediately about it was cleared of brush
and hitle trees affording Peter Heydrich a neces
sary unobstructed view of the Furnace stach while
sitting 10 his house or when eroused at mght The
dwelling was nviting at once slipping nto the dusk
and emerging by reason of the warm glow within
Mrs Heydrck too was an excellent cook there
would be plenty of vemison toast partrdge okra
soup Afterwards under a late moon he could go
back to Myrtle Forge or he might stay at the Hey
dricks all mght and to-morrow kill such a buch as
he had lost

The twihght darkened beneath the trees the sur
rounding hills lost ther forms 1n the east the dis
tance merged into the oncommng night but the west
was shll translucent, green ‘There was a famt
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THE THREE BLACK PENMYS

movement 1 the leaves by the roadside and a grey
fox crossed flattened on the ground, and disap
peared Howat Penny could see the hquad gleam
of 1ts eyes as 1t watched um  From the hill by the
enal house came the heary heating of wild tarkeys
wings

He could go to Peter Heydrick's, where the vemson
would be excellent and Mrs Heydmeh was celes
brated for her gunen prckle with encumbers but

the Heydricks had no dsughter and the Gil

hens had  Thomas Gilkan was only a founderman
Ius house had one voom helow and a partition above
and Mrs Gilkan’s casual fare could pot be compared
to Mrs Heydrick & muating amplitude Yot there
was Fanny Gilkan erect and flaming haired, who
conld walk as far as he could himself and carry her
father s clumsy gun all the way

His thoughts deflected by Fanny Gilkan, left the
mmediate present of supper and rested upon the
fact that his —his appreciahion of her was becom
g known at the Furnace while Dan Hesa must be
cireulating it, wath biting comments, among the char
conl burners Dan Hesa elthough younger then
Howat was alrcady contracting for charcoal a for
ward young German and, Fanny had sad with a
gagle he was paying her sertous attention  Howat
Penny had lately seen o new morosencss among the
charcoal burners that could onlv have come from
the association of the son of Gilbert Penny and the
potential ovmer of Myrtle Forge with the founder
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THE FURNACE

mans daughter Charcoal burners were lawless
men, fugitive mn character often escaped from terms
of indenture Dan Hesa was he knew well liked by
them and the hazard created by his attraction to
Fanny Gilkan drew Howat Penny irresistibly away
from the superior ments of the Heydrick table

That was his character demsl as a child hed
filled lum with slow accumulating rage later disc
pline at school had found him utterly intractable
Something deep and mstinctive within Jum resisted
every effort to mahe him a part of any social organ
1zation however admirable he never formed sny
personal bonds with humamty in particular He
had grown into a solitary bemng within whom were
mmovably locked all the confidences the spoitane-
ous expressions of self that bind men mto a soliwar
1ty of commen failings and hopes  He pever offere
nor apparently required any marks of sympathy
as a fact he rarely expressed anything except an
occasional irrepressible scorn lashing out at indi
viduals or acts that conspicuously displeased im
This had occurred more than once at Myrtle Forge
when assemblymen or members of the Provincial
Councyl had been seated at dinner

It was after such a scene that his mother had wit
nessed perhaps his only attempt at self-explanation

I am sorry you were disturbed he had pro
nounced after standing and regarding her for a
silent frowming space  but for me there 13 some-
thing unendurable 1n men herding hke catile pro
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tecting ther fat with warming boards and fences
I cant manage the fidding L s that keep up the
whole milly pretence of the stuffy show If it gets
much thicher he had threatened waving vaguely
toward the west ¢ X1l go out to the Oho or the
Trench forts

That tlis was not merely a passive but an active
state of mind was amply expressed by his resolute
movement toward Thomas Gilkan s house He had
ordinanly, an unusual hking for the charcoal burn
ers and had epent many mights 1 ther huts bult
1the the charring stacks, of mud and branches  But
orgamzed by Dan Hesa into an opposition a enti
asm of s choice of way they offered an epitome
of the conditions he derided and assailed

His feelng for Fanny Gilhan was m the greater
part understood measured there was & certam
amount of inchoate youthful response to her sheer
physical well being a vague blur of pleasant sensa
tion at her proxumty but beyond that he felt no
attraction except a carcless admiration for her en
durance and dexterity m the woods & certemn relief
1 the freedom of her compamenstup  He had never
considered her concretely as & possible source of
physical pleasure  He was not easily exaited sex
unlly and had had few adventures with women
somethung of his contempt lus indifference removed
Ium from that too Ihs emotions were deep vital
and hid beneath & shyness of habit that had grown
to a suspicious reserve  All bonds were irksome
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to him and mstimehively he avorded the greater with
the lesser nstinctively he realized that the admis
sion of cloymg wfl of the entangl ts of
sex would more defimtelv bind him than anv gen
erality of society

It had he thought grown dark with amazmg
rapidity He could now see a feeble light at the
Gilkans ahead and on the nght At the same
moment a brighter flickering radiance fell upon the
road the thick foliage of the trees The blast was
gathering at Shadrach Furnace A clear almost
smokeless flame rose from the stack agamst the
mght blue shy It illuminated the rectangular
stone structure of the coal house on the hill and
showed the wet and blackened roof of the casting
shed below  The flame dwindled and then mounted
hanging like a fabulous oriflamme on a stillness m
which Howat Penny could hear the blast forced
through the Furnace by the grcat leather billows

He turned 1n over the httered ground before the
Gilkan house  Fanny was standing mn the doorway
her straight vigorous body sharp agamst the glow
mside Here s Mr Howat Penny  she called over
her  shoulder Is everything off the table?
There s not much  she turned to lum  but the end
of the pork barrdl A meagre fire was burmng
the large untidy hearth battered tin ovens had
been drawn asd and a par of wood soled shoes
were drymg  The rough slab of the table pushed
back aganst 2 lon,, seat made of a partly hewed
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and pegged log was empty but for some dull scarred
pewter and scraps of salt meat On the narrow
starr that led above a small, touselled form was
sleeping — one of the cast boys at the Furnace

A thin peening woman m a hickory-dyed wool
dress moved forward obsequously ~ ‘Mr Penny'
she echaed the mrls onnouncement  and here I
haven t got & thing fit for you Thomas Gilhan has
been too busy to get out, and Fanny shell fetch
nothing unless the moods on her If I only had a
fish I could turn over  She brushed the end of the
table with a frayed sleeve You mght just take
a seat and I11 look around

Fanny Gilkan histened to her mother with a com
prehending smile  Fanny s face was gaunt but her
grey eyes were wide and compelling her mouth was
firm and bright and her hair her father often sard
resembled the fire at the top of Shadrach Howat
hnew that she was as impersonal as essenhally un
stirred as humself but he had a clear doubt of Mrs
Gilkan  The latter was too anxious to welcome him
to ther unpretending home she obviously moved to
throw Fanny and imscIf together and to disparage
such suits as honest Dan Hesa’s  He wondered 2f
the older woman thought he might marry her daugh
ter And wondering he came to the conclusion that
the other thing would please the mother almost as
well She had gwen him to understand that at
Tanny s age she would know how to please anv Mr

Howat Penny that chance fortune might bring her
10
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That some such worldly advice had been poured
mto Fanny s ears he could not doubt and he ad
mured the girl s obvious scorn of such wiles and sur
renders She sat frankly besde him now as he
finished a wretched supper and asked about the
country 1n regions to which she had not penetrated
‘Its a three days tnip he fimished a recital of
an excursion of lus own

1d Itke to go  she returned  but X suppose I
couldn t find 1t alone

He was considering the possibility of such a jour
ney with her —1t would be pleasant m the extreme
— when her mother interrupted them from the foot
of the stair

A sensible girl  she declared ¢ would think
about seeing the sights of a eity and of a cherry
derry dress with mbbons mstead of all this about
tramping off through the woods with a ragged slirt
sbout your naked hnees

Fanny Gilkans face darkened and she glanced
swiftly at Howat Penny  He was filung & pipe un
moved Such a trip as he had outlined with Fanny
was fastening upon his thoughts It would at once
express hus entire attitude toward the world opin
1on and the resentful charcoal burners

You wouldnt really go he sad aloud half
consciously

The girl frowned 1n an cffort of concentration
gazng mto the thin light of the dying fire and two
watery tallow dips Her coarsely spun dress col
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oured with sassafras bark and darker than the yel

Jow hickory stain drew about her fine shoulders and

full plastic breast Id hke 1t’ she repeated
but afterward ‘There 1s father —

She had said father but Howat I enny determined
that she was thinkimg of Dan Hesa Dan was as
strong 88 humself 1f heavier & persomable young
man  He would make & good husband But that
he added was in the future Dan Hesa apparently
didnt want to marry Fanny to morrow that week
Meanwhile a trip with lnm to the headwaters of a
creek would not injure her i the least His con
tempt of a world petty and iron bound in endless
pretence fanming his smouldering and sullen resent
ment n general flamed out n a determination to
take her with him 1f possible It would eonclusively
define state s athitude toward men herding ke
cattle  He did not stop to consider what 1t might
define for Fanny Galkan  In the stir of his rebet
lious self there was no pause for vicarious approxi
mations  If he thought of her at all 1t was mn the
indirect opinion that she was better without such
a noodle as Dan Hesa threatened to become

1d get two ho ses from the Forge he contin
nued spparently to lus mildly specnlative solf ‘o
few things not much would be necessary ‘That
gun you carry  he addresscd Fanny indirectly ¢ 1s
too heavy Ill et you a lighter bound in brass®

She repeated sombrely leaming with elbows on the
table her chin in her hands ¢ And afterwards —'

12
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“T thought you were free of that» he observed
1t sounds Like the town women the barnyard crowd
I thought you were an independent person  Cer
temly * he went on coldly ‘you cant mustake my
attitude I like you, but I am not m the least
interested 1n any way that——that vour mother
might appreciate I am neither a seducer nor the
type that marries
1 understand that Howat she assured him

and 1 think I'm not sure but I think that what
you mean wouldnt bother me either Anyhow 1t
shouldn t spoil the fun of our tp  But no one else
m the world would beheve that simple truth If
you could stay there n those splendid woods or a
world Like them why 1t would be heaven But you
have to come back jou have to line on perhaps for
& great while 1n the world of Shadrach and Myrtle
Forg. Im not sure that Id refuse 3f you asked
me to go, Howat I just dont know if a woman
can stand alone, for thats what 1t would come to
afterward agamnst a whole hifeful of mssjudgment
It might be better in the «nd for everybody f she
continued home made the best of things with the
others

You may possibly be right he told her with a
sudden resumption of wdifference  After all 1t was
unimportant whether or not ¥anny Gilkan went with
him to the source of the stream he had discovered
Every one 3t became more and more evident was
alike monotonous He wondered agam ]nusngmg
1
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bach against the well nbout the French forts out-
posts m a vast wilderness  There was an ncreasing
friction between the Province and France the legacy
of Ihung Georges War, but Howat Pennys alle
gance to place was as conspicuous by its absence
as the other communal traits Beside that beyond
hashashia at St “uavier and the North there was
httle thought of French or English the sheer prob-
lem of eustence there drowned other considerations
He would he thought go out in the spring
leave Myrtle Forge with its droming anwl the end
less unvaried turning of water wheel and the facile
trinial chatter 1n and about the house Dawid For
sythe back from England in the capaaty of master
of fluxing metals might acquire his Howats inter
est in the Penny iron

Fanny Gilkan said  Youll burn a hole n your
coat with that pipe  He roused limself and she
moved across the room and pinched the smoking
wichs  The embers on the hearth had expired, and
the fireplace was a sooty black cavern Fanmy at
the candles was the only thing clearly visible the
thin radiance shd over the turn of her cheel her
hovering hand was hike a cut paper silhovette It
was prowmg late Thomas Gilhan would soon be
back from the Furnace he must go  Howat had no
will to avord Gilkan but the thought of the meces
sary conversational exchange wearied hum

The sound of footsteps approached the house

from without 1t was he thought, slightly annoged,
14
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the founderman but the progress deflected by the
door circled to a window at the side A voice
called low and urgent  Seemy! Seemy!’ It was
repeated and there was an answening mutter from
the stairr a thich murmur and a deep sigh

The cast boy shpped crumpled &nd silent m bare
feet across the floor Yes he called back rap-
adly waling

The voice from without continued  They re go-
mg to start up the Olev

What 1s 1t Fanny demanded
The raccoon dogs  the boy paused at the door

A lot of the furnacemen end woodcutters from
round about are huntmg

Fannv Gillan leaned across the table to Howat
her face glowing with mterest.  Come ahead she
urged  we can do this anvhow [ hhe to hear the
dogs velping and follow them through the mght.
You can bring your gun 11l leave mine bach and
perhaps well get something really big”

Howat humself responded thoroughly to such an
expedition to the mystery of the primtive woods
doubly withdrawn 1n the dark the calls of the oth
ers mear or far or completelv lost i a silence of
stars the stll immensity of a land unguessed myth
1cal — endless trees endless mountams endless v
ers with their headwaters bured m arctic countries
beyond human experience and emptying into the
miraculous blue and glded seas of the tropies

Fanny Gilkan would follow the dogs closely too

15
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with ifinte swing and gest  She hnow the country
better than humsclf butter almost than any one else
st the Purnace He stirred at her urgency, snd
she caught his arm, dragging Inm from behind the
table She tred & lmsey woolsey jachet by its arms
about her waist, and put out the candles Qutside
the blast was steadily 1n progress at the stack the
clear glow of the flame sinfted over the near by
salls ghnted on the new yellow of more distant folt
age fell 1n sharp or blurred traceries agamst the
surroundwig mght

They conld hear the short mpatient yelps of the
dogs  but before they reached them the hunt
was awgy A Iantern flickered far ahead & mmute
blur vamshing through files of trees  Fanny turned
to the right mounting an ebrupt slope thickly
wooded toward the crown A latc moon past full,
shed sn unsteady Jight through interlaced boughs
matted grape vimes ercepers flung from tree to tree
it shone on a hurrying rill & bright thread drawn
through the brush Fanny Gilkan jumped hghtly
from bank to bank She made her way with hthe
case through epparently unbroken tangles It was
¥anpy wha went ahead who wmted for Howat to
follow neross a falles trunk hugher than hig wast
She even moched hum galy declared that through
his slowness they were hopelessly losing the hunt

However the persistent barking of the dogs con
trived to draw thems on  They easly passed the
strapplers left & group gathered ebout s lantern
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and a black bottle  They caught up to the body of
men but preferred to follow a hittle outside of the
breathless ts and mam stumbling prog
They stirred great areas of pigeons and countless 1n
different coveys of partridges barely moved to averd
the smftly fallng feet. But no deer erossed near
them and the crashing of a heavy ammal through
the bushes dimimished into such a steep gulley that
they relinquished thought of purswit The chase
continued for an unusual distance the moon sank
mto the far unbroken forest the stars brightened
through the darkest hour of the mght

Fanny Gilkan and Howat proceeded more slowly
now but still they went directly without hesitation
in the direction they chose They crossed a log
felled over a shallow, hurrying creek the course
grew steeper more demsely wooded Ruscomb
Manor Fanny pronounced over her shoulder

Since a long way back he agreed Finally a
sharper stationary clamour announced that the ob-
Jeet of the hunt had been achieved and & raccoon
trced  They made therr way to the dim allumma
tion cast on moving forms and & ring of dogs throw
g themselves upward at the trunk of a tre¢  There
was a concerted cry for “Ebo  and a wizened grey
negro i a threadbare drugget coat with a scarlet
handherchief about his throat came forward and
kicking aside the dogs commenced the ascent of the
smooth trunl that swept up to the obscure foliage

above 'There was a short delay then & violent agy
17
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tation of branches A clawing shape shot to the
ground struggled to 1ts feet but the raccoon was
wstantly smothered m a snarhng pyramid of dogs
Howat Penny was overwhehmingly weary He
had tramped all day, smee before mormng whie
now avother dawn was approacing and the hunters
were at least ten nules from the Furnace  He would
have biked to stay slep where he was but the
lebour of prepaning a proper restmg place would
be as great as returnng to Shadrach Besdes
Fanny Gilkan was with hum with her new cautious
regard for the worlds opmion  They stood silent
for 2 moment wunder s fleet dejection born of the
hour and e cold seeping st of which he beeame
suddenty conscious The barrel of hus gun was
wet and wmstinctuely he wiped off the lack. Two
men passing brushed bheawly agamst hun and
stopped Ttho 152t one demanded  John Ra
jennaz® By God its a Jong way back to old Shad
rach with splintering shoes * A face drew near
Howat and then retreated Oh Mr Fenm I
didn t hnow you were up on the bunt It was he
recogmized one of the coahing men who worled for
Dan Hesz  The other dhscovered Fanny Gilhan
And Fanny too  the vowe grew wammesl The
men drew awav and a sharp whispermg fluctuated
cuk of the darknyss
Come Honat Penny said sharply  we must
get back or stay out bere for the yest of the mpht
I dont nund admitting 18 hke to be where I could
18
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sleep  She moved forward now taatly taking o
place behind bim and he led the return trampmng
doggedly 1n the shortest direction possible

The hollows and stream beds were fillid with
the ghostly mist and bitterly chill the mght paled
ehghtly diluted with grey there was a distant
clamour of crows They entered the Furnace tract
by & path at the base of the nse from where they
had started On the left at a crossmg of roads
one leading to Myrtle Forge the other a track for
the charcoal slkds a blacksmith s open shed hdd a
faint smoulder on the hearth  The blast from Shad
vach Furnace Yose perpendicular in the still air

Fanny Gilban shpped away with a murmur
Howat abandoned all thought of returmng to Myr
tle Forge that mght But it was he corrected the
conclusion mornmmg  The hight was palpable he
could see mdividual trees the bulk of the east house
built directly agawst the Furnace m the illusne
radiance the coa) house on the hill scemed poised on
top of the other structures A lantern made a red
dish blur n the cast house 1t was warm o there
when » blast was 1n progress and he determmed to
sleep at once

Thomas Gilkan with a fitful hight was testing
the sealing clay on the face of the Purnace hearth
two wen were rolling out the sand far the cast over
the floor of the single high mterior and another was
bammering on a wood form used for stampmg the
g moulds  The mtenor was soothing  the lights

19
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blurred voices the hammering seemed to retreat, to
mingle with the subdued smooth clatter of the turn
g wheel without the rhythmic collapse of the bel
lons Howat Penny was losing consciousness when
an apparently endless stuttering blast arose close
by He cursed splenctically It was the horn call
1ng the Furnace hands for the day and he knew that
1t would contmnue for five minutes

Others had entered = httle group gathered about
Thomas Gilkan s wamng lantern  Far above them a
window ghmmered against the sooty wall Howat
saw that Dan Hesa was talling to Gilhan dniving
s words by a fist smiting a broad, hard palm
The group shifted and the countenance of the man
who had recognized Howat Penny in the woods swam
mto the pale radiance His lassitude swmiftly de
serted him receding before the mstant resentment
always lymg at the back of his sullen intolerance —
they were discussing lim mouthing some foul 1mpu
tation about the past mght Hesa left the cast
house abruptly followed by the charcoal burner and
Howat rose the length of s nifle thrust forward
under his arm and walked deliberately forward

The daylight was increasmg rapidly and as he
approached Thomas Gilkan extinguished the flame
of the lantern He was a small man with a face
parched by the heat of the furnace and a narrawed
reddencd vision without eyebrows or lashes  He was
Howat had heard an unexcelled founder a position

of the greatest importance to the quality of metal
20
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Tun  here was a perceptible consciousness of this
m the manner m which Gilhan moved forward to
teet Gilbert Pennv s son
X dont want to give offence the founderman

sad  but Mr Pemny sir— he stopped com
menced again without the mvoluntary mark of re
spect Mr Penny stay away from my house
There 1s more that I could say but I wont ‘That
18 all ——Leep out of my place No names please

Howat Penny s resentment swelled 1n o flery anger
at the stupidity that had driven Thomas Gilkan into
making his request A sense of humiliation con
tributed to an actual fury the itterer for the
Teason that he could make no satisfactory reply
Gilkan was a freedman whie he was occupymng a
dwelling at Shadrach Furnace it was his to conduct
as he hked Howats face darkened ~— the meagre
fool! He would see that there was another head
founder here withwn a week

But there were many positions 1 the Provinee
for a man of Gilkans abihity there were fow work
men of his sensitive skill with the charge and blast
Not only Howats father but Abner Forsythe as
well would search to the end all cause for the foun
derman s Jeaving ~ And, 1 consequence of that any
detestable misunderstanding must merease He de-
termmed with an effort unaccustomed and arduous,
ta 1gnore the other after all Gilkan was but an m
significant mouthpiece for the fambiat meptitude of
the world st large 'Thomas Gilkan mght continue

21
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at the Furnace without interference from Ium
Fanny marry her stumd labouser Howst bad
seen symptoms of that last mght He would no
longer comphcate her existence with avenues of es
cape from & monotony which she patently elected

‘Very well Gilkan he agreed shortly choling
on his wrath He turned and tramped shortly
from the mtertor A sudden lengthening sunhght
bathed the open end & sullen group of charcoal burn
ers about Dan Hesa Ther faces seumed ebonized
by the grinding 1n of particles of blackend waod
Some women, even 1n gay prumine clothes stood
back of the men As Howat passed, a low hoshile
murmur rosc  He halted and met them with a
dark contemptuous countenance and the murmur
died 1n a shuffing of feet 1n the dry grass He
turned agamm and walkdd slowly away when o
broken piece of rough casting hurtled by his head
In an overpowening rage he whirled about throwing
his niffe to his shoulder A man detached from the
group was lowering lus arm  and holding the sights
hard on the othirs metal buttoned twill jachet
Howat pulled the trigger There nas only an an
swering dull neffectual clich

The nfle shd to the ground and Howat stared
fascmated at the man he had attempted to kll
The charconl burners were stationary before the
momentary abandon of Hawat Penny s temper
¢ Right at me  the man arbiculated who had been
50 nearly shot info oblnion  ~~saw the hammer

22
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fall’ A tremendous destre to escape passessed
Hownat a wviolent chill overtock him his knees
threatened the loss of all power to hold him up
He stepped backward Ius gun stock trathng over
the 1nequalities of the ground then he swung sbout
and 1n an unbroken silence stumbled away

He was not running from anything the charcoal
burner mght say do but from a terrfyng spec
tacle of himself from the vision of a body shot
through the breast huddled 1n the sere underbrush
He was aghast at the unsuspected possbihty re
vealed as 1t were out of a profound dark by the
searing flash of s anger cold at the thought of
such absolute sclf betraval Howat san in fancy
the bald triumph of a society to which his act con
summated would have delivered lnm & society that
as his peer would have judged condemned m
Hundreds of faces-—faces mean imsigmficant or
pock marked -— merged mto one huge dommant
countenance hundreds of bodies unwashed or foul
with disease or meticulously clean jomed n one
body clothed 1n the black robe of delegated author
1ty and loomed above him gigantic and absurd and
powerful and brought him to death Tceper than
hus horror than any fear of physical consequences
lay the mstinctive shrinking from the obliteration of
hus andividual bemg the loss of personal freedom

28
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L was p 4 by an tomed dessee
H 1o be at Myrtle Forge usually 1t was the
contrary case and he was escapiwg from

the comphicated envilisation of his home but now the
well ordered house the seremsty of lusroom appeared
sstonushingly mvitmg  Houwat progressed rapidly
past the smithy and turned to the right about the
Furnace daw @ placid and wreguler reach of water
holding the reflection of the trecs on a nnrror stidl
dulled by o vamshing trace of mist above which the
Jeaves hung in the motwnless awr n the aureate
wash of the carly sun as if they had been pressed
from gold fol  Heyond the dam the path — he had
1eft the road that connecied Forge and Furnace
for & more direct way ~folfoned the broad np
phing course of the Canary the stream that supphed
the Iife of Myrtle Forge  He automahiealhy avorded
the breeks in the rough trast tus mind a dark and
confused chamber <l lighted by appalhing flashes
of memory A thing as shight as mncaleulable s a
loose flint had been all that prevented He
wondered of Fanny and Thomas Gihan were right
i therr shared convicion Fanny half persuaded
but the elder with o finality stamped with an accent
of the berote  Whether or mot they were mght
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didn t concern hum he decided hus only problem was
to keep outside all such entanglements And at
present he wanted to sleep

The path Jeft the crech and jomed the road that
swept about the face of the dwellng at Myrile
Forge The lawn squarely ramsed from the puble
way by a low brick terrace showed the length of
hou e behind the dipping horizontal branches the
beginning pale gold, of a widespread beech It was
2 10ng structure of but tno stories built sohdly out
of a dark flmty stone with an indefinite pnlish glow
agamst the lush sod and sombre flat greenery of a
young English 1vy about a narrow shff portico

Howat crossed the lawn above the house where
a low wing holding tne hatchen and pantries ex
tended at mght angles from the dwellngs length
A shed with a flagging of broad stones lay mside the
angle where a robust gul with an ozenbrigs shart
caught up on bare legs and fect thrust into wooden
clogs was scrubbmg & steaming line of iron pots
He quickly entered the centre hall from a rear door
and mounted as he hoped without mterruption to
his room That mterior was smngularly restful
pleasant after the confused and dishevelling mg! ¢

The sanded floor patterned with a broom held ne
carpet nor were the walls covered but white and
bare save for a number of small framed engravings
— a view of Boston Harbour Queene Annes Tomb
and some blach hne satinical portrait prints A

stone fircplace ready for hghting had iron dogs and
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fender, and & screen lncquered in flowery wreaths on
& slender black stem At one mde stood & hunge
bound chest 1ts oak panels glassy with age on the
other an Lnglish set of drawers held & murror stand
and seattered tnffes ~— razors and goid sleeve but
tone a Barcelonn handherchief candlestichs and
fant o twist of common mg tal tobacco while from
& drawer knob hung a banan of bright orange
Chinese sith wath a darh blue cord

By the side of s curled black walnut bed with
out drapery and set hke & French conch low on
three purs of spiral legs was a deep cushuoned charr
to which he sanh and dragged off bus sodden buck~
shin breeches  'The room wavered and blurred in fns
weary vision — squat  rush battomed Dutch chars
scemed to reohe nbout a trble with apparently a
hundred legs & bearskim floated neross the floer
He secured the baman end swathing hmself m sis
eool sibifant folds he foll his face hud 1n an angle of
his arm into an wmediate profound stumber

‘The shadows of late afternoon were ance more
gathering when he wole He lay with hands
clasped belund has head watching a roseate glow dis
perse from the room  I'rom without came the famt,
clear voice of Marta Appletofft across the road at
the farm calling the chuchens and he could hear the
quernlous winsthng of the partrsdges that savam
ably deserted the fringes of forest to yon the do
mesticated flocks at feed fime A sense of well b ng
flooded Tum  the project of 8t Navier the French
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forts, drew far away never before had he found
Myrtle Forge so desirable He was he thought
growing definitely older He was twenty five
A Dhght knock fell on his door and he answered
comfortably thinking that 1t was his mother But
1t was Carchine his oldest sister How you have
slept  she observed, closing the door at her back
1t was hardly nme when you came 1n and here 1t
18 five Mother heard you  Carolme Perny was
s warm unbeaut:ful girl with a fine slender body
two jears younger than himself  Her colouring was
far Iighter than Howat s she had sympathetic hazel
eyes an mviting mouth an illusive depression 1 one
cheek that slone saved her from positive uglness
2nd tobacco brown hair worn low with a long turned
strand  She had on a pewter coloured nformal
wrap over a black silk pethicoat lackng hoops with
a cut border of violet and silver brocade and above
low green lud stays with coral tulip blossoms
worked on the dark velvet of foliage were glimpses of
webby limen and frank young flesh
She came to the edge of the bed where she sat with
8 yellow morocco slipper swinging from a sk
clocked marrow foot He liked Caroclme Howat
lazily thought Although she did not m the least
resemble their mother m appearance — she could not
pretend to such dishnction of bemng— Caroline un
takably p d thing of the others per
sonality far more than did Myrtle She sad gen

erally patently only delaying for the moment com
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munications of much greater mterest than himself,
Where were you last mght?®  He told her and
she planged at once mto a rich store of imformation
hd you knaw that Mr and Mrs Winscombe
are staying an? It s so because of the fever m the
ety Daud and his father stopped all night teo,
and only left after breakfast He's msane about
London but X could see that hes glad to get back
to the Province  Mr Forsythe 1s very abrupt, but
nidicalously proud of him —

These Winscombes’ Howat mterrupted, ¢ what
sbont them? The Forsythes are a common aceur
rence

Dasid s been gone more than three vears * she
teplied  And you should hear him talk hes got
a coat with wired tails 1 his box he s dymng to wear,
but 15 afraid of Ins father Oh the Wimnscombes?
Wiell, he s rather sweet s1cty or smixty five years old
sery straight up the back and wears the lovelust
wigs  Ilis servant fixes them on e stand — he turns
the curls about little rolls of clay, ties them with
paper, and thun bakes st i the oven like o pudding
‘Lhe sersant 18 an Jtalian with a long duck s bl of
a nose and quick httle black eyes He makes our
negro women giggle like anything  Its esident he
15 fearfully impertinent  And, what do you thinh?
—~—he hooks Mrs Wimnscombe into her stays!
Mother says that that 1mnt anythmg really Mrs
Winscombe 18 a Jady of the court and the most

extraordinary heppenings go on there You see
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mother knows & lot about her family and its very
good shes part Polish and part English and her
names Ludowtha Shes ages younger than her
husband

‘ Myrtle doesn t ike her — she stopped mdway
in her torrent of information I came m tfo talk
to you about Mjyrtle’ she went on m a different
voice  that 15 partly about Myrtle but more of
myself and of —*

How long are the others going to stay? he

cut an heedlessly

‘Y dont know she agam repressed her own
desire ¢ perhaps they will have to go back to An
napohs —dont askh me why-—but they hope te
sail from Philadelphta 1n a week or so  She has
marvellous clothes and I asked her 1f she would send
me some babies from London  You know what they
are Howat— hitle wooden dolls to show off the
fashion but she made a harrowing joke mght m
front of father and Mrs Forsythe 'The things she
says are just beyond description 1t seems that its
all right to talk anyway now if you call it classic
And she has fans with pietures and rhymes on hon
estly— words apparently failed her

Howat laughed  ILattle Innocence he said
He fell silent thimking of therr mother The court
he knew had been her right too by birth and he
wondered 1f with the reminder of Mrs Winscombe
and her reflections of St James she regretted her

marriage and removal to the Province She was
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essentially lady, while Gilhert Penny had been the
son of & small country squire He had seen a pro
file of lns father as a young man at the time he had
first met Isabel hungsfrere Howat It was a hand
some profile perhaps a shade heavy, but admirably
balanced and stamped with decisive power  He had
characterstically 1nvested almost his last shilling
1 a tract of aight hundred acres 1 Pennsylvama
and the passage of himself and his bride to the Prov
mee

It was natural for men so to adventure but Howat
thought of Isabel Penny with, perhaps the only
marked admiration he felt for any bemng There
had been a period short but strenuous of material
difficulties 1n which the girl —she had been hardly
a woman 1 ycars — entirely unprepared for such a
different actiity had been fincly competent and
courageous  This had not endured long because
Gilbert Penny had been successful almost from the
first day of s landing 1n a new world Chance
Ietters had enlisted the confidence of David Forsythe
a Quaker merchant of property and inereastng 1m
partance the latter became o part owner of an wron
furnace situated not far from the Penny holding
he assisted Gilbert 1n tha erection of a forge and in
less than twenty years Cilbert Penny had grown to
be a half proprietor n the Furnace with—

Howat  Carolme broke 1n on his thoughts

sharpls T came mm as I said to talk about some

thing very important to me and I intend to do at*
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Even after that decided announcement she hesitated
& deeper colour stamed her clear cheeks Yon
mustn t laugh at me, she warned him  or think
Imhorrid I can talk to you Iike this because you
seem & —a httle outside of things as if you were
locking on at a rather poorly done play and you
are enbirely honest yourself

He nodded condescendingly his snterest at last
retrieved from the co templation of his mother as
& young woman

Its about Dand Caroline stated almost de

fiantly Howat I thmk Im very fond of Dawid
No you mustn t mterrupt me  When he went away
Y lihed him o Jot but now that he is back ana quite
grown up 1ts more than iking Howat His
father brought hm out here rght away he re
turned and for a special reason He was very
dircet about 1t he wants David to marry — Mjyrtle
T heard father — ves I listened — and hum talking 1t
over and our old darling was pleased to death  Its
ratural Mr Forsythe 1s one of the most nfluential
men m the eity and father adores Myrtle more than
anything else m the world  She paused and he
studied her 1 a growmg wonder suddenly she
seemed older her mouth was drawn in a hard hine
2 new Carolive You know Myrtle she added

He did and considered the youngest Penmy with
& new objectiity  Myrtle was an extremely pretty
even 8 beautful girl You know Myrtle she
repeated  and why father 35 so blind 15 more than
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I can understand She doesnt care a mbbon for
truth she never thinks of anythmg but her own
comfort and clothes and— and shed make David
miserable  Myrtle simply eant fancy anybody but
herself Thats verv different from me Howat or
sourself You would be & burmng lover’ He
Jaughed meredulously And I well I hnow what
1 feel

Its practically made up for David to marry
Mjyrile thatis to urge it all that s possible and she
will never care for hum while all he thinks of now
1s how good looking she 13 I want David tern
Lly she saxd sitting erect with shut hands  and
I will be cxpected to step aside to heep out of the
way while Myrtle poses at him  Ob I know all
about it I sce her rchearsing before the glass  Or
T will be cxpected to act as a contrast a plam back
ground for Myrtle s beauty

You see there 13 no one I can talk to but your
self DLven mother wouldnt understand com
pletely  and she couldnt be honest about Myrile
The best of mothers after all are women and
Howat there is alwavs » curtous formahty between
women o lttle stiffness ?

Well he demanded *what do you want me to
sav or what did you think I mught do?

‘I dont know she admitted her cyes bright
with unshed tears I suppose I just wanted &
little support or even some encouragement I don’t
propose to It Myrtle walk off with David and not
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turn my hand Of course I am not a beauty but
then Im not a mnny either  And I have a prettrer
fgure that 1s 1t will still be pretty m ten or fifteen
years Myrtle s soft?

Good heavens he exclaimed half serious
“what Indians you all are!’

Im quite shameless she admtted and this
1s really what I thought— you can perhaps help
me sometimes I don t hknow how but he will be out
here & lot men tall together —

¢ And I can tell him that Myrtle 15 an utterly
untrustworthy person who would make him ults
mately mserable Il remind him that her beauty
18 no deeper than he sees it But that Carohne
there admrable girl seething with affection m a
figure warranted agamst time or accident— her
espression brought Ius banter to an end He
studied her sertously revolved what she had sad
She was might about Myrtle who was undoubtedly
a vam and silly hittle ish  His father s immoderate
admration for her had puzzled him as well as the
elder sister He remembered that never had he
heard their mother express & direct opimon of Myr
tle but neither had Isabel Penny shown the shghtest
question of her husbands high regard for thar
voungest child  She was he realized with a warm
mg of s admiration beaubifully cultivated m the
wisdom of the world

Caroline was vastly preferable to Myrtl he felt
that mstinctively and he was inclined to gne her
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whatever assistance he could But this would be
neghgible snd he sad so You will have to do
the trick by yours !f ? he advised her I wouldnt
preterd to tell you how  As you said youre nat
a ninny  Ard Myrtles none too clever although
she will manage to seem so  Its wonderful how
she Il pick up a hint or two and make & show  You
see — she will be telbing wou to Dand as 1f she had
been rawsed m a furnace

* VMen are so senselesst Caroline exclaimed vi
crously  She rose Its been a help only to talk
to you Howat I hnew youd understand  Supper
wilt be along soon  Male yourself mto a charmer
for Mrs Winscombe Im certan she thinks the
men out bere are frightful hobs * The hight had
dimmed rapudly m the room and he moved over to
the chest of drawers where he lit the candles set
thng over them thewr tall carved glass cylinders
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E dressed slowly all that Caroline had said
and he thought tanglng and disentangling
deliberately m his mmnd  Mrs Winscombe

thinking there were no presentable men mn the
Provinces  His hand strayed mn the direction of a
quince coloured satin coat but he chose mstead a
commonplace dun affair with pewter buttons and
carelessly settled his shoulders mn an unremarhable
waistcoat  Then although he could hear a con
certed stir of voices below that announced mmpend
g supper he shpped into a char for half a prpe
He was mdifferent not diffident and there was no
hesitation m the manner 1 which he finally ap
proached the company seated at supper  His place
was as usual at his mothers side but opposite
him where Myrtle usually sat was a rigid high shoul
dered man 1m mulberry and siver jewelled buckles
and a full powdered wig He had thin dark cheeks
a heavy nose ahove a firm mouth with a satirieal
droop and small unpleasantly penetrating eyes
An expression of general malice was however cor
rected by a high and serene brow
Mr Winscombe Howat Penny s mother sad
my son’ The former bowed with formal civility
85



TIIE THREE BLACK PEMNNYS

but gave a baffing effect of mockery which Howat
discovered enveloped practically every movement
and speech  He was he said enchanted to meet Mr
Penny and that extravagant expression delivered
1 a shightly harsh negligent vorce heightened the
ampression of & personality strong and cold 2 bemng
as obdurate as an 1ron bar masquerading 1n coloured
satin and formulating pretty phrases hihe the sheen
on the surface of a deep Nosember pool Galbert
Penny echoed the mtroduction at the other end of
the table

Howat saw 1n the yellow candlelight a womarp
not he decided any better loching than Caroline
w an extremely low cut gown of scarlet with a
ngd girdle of saffron brocade a fluted tulle ruff
tied with a searlet string about a long slim neck
and & cap of sheer cambric with & knot of black
nibbons  Her eyes were widely opened and dark
her nose short and her mouth full and petulant
She too was conventionally adequate but her in
sincerity was clearcr than her husband s 1t was pro
nounced quickly 1 an mmpertinent and musical
vorce without the shightest pretence of the injection
of any interest Howat Fenny felt m a manner
which he was unable to place that she vaguely re
sembled hamsclf perhaps 1t Jay 1n her eycbrows
slanting shghtly toward the temples but 1t was
vaguer more elusive than that

He considered 3t 1dly through the course of sup
per At intervals he heard her voice a little, high
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pitched laugh with a curious underlymg flatness
not of tone her modulations were delicate and exact
but deeper Agmin he was dumly conscious of an
aspect of her which eluded every effort to fix and
define  He could not even comprehend his dwelhing
upen the immateral traits of a strange and m
different woman he was at a loss to understand
how such mnquiries assmiled him  He grew finally
amnoyed and shut hus mind to any further con
sideration of her

Mrs Penny was talling with charmung earnest
ness to the man on her other hand The amber
radiance flickered over the beautiful curves of her
shoulders and cast a warm shadow at the base of her
throat She smiled at her son and her face m
spite of 1ts present gatety held a defimte reminder
of her years almost fifty but when she turned agam
ber profile with slightly tilted nose and delightfully
fresh lips and chin was that of & girl no older than
Carolme Howat had often noticed this It was
amazing ~— with that slight movement she would
scem to lose at once all the years that had accumu
lated since she was newly married  In a second she
would appear to leave them all her mature children
the heavy palpably aging presence of Gilbert Penny
the house and obligaticns that had grown about her
and be remotely young a stranger to the irrefutable
proof that her youth had gone At such moments
he was almost rcluctant to claim her attention to
bring her agan as 1t were mto the present ;nth 50
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much spent lapsed at times he almost thought n
that connection wasted

She had 1n adition to her profle a spint of
youth that had remamed undimmed as if there
were within her a reserve warmth a priceless gmit
which hfe had never clatmed and 1t was the con
templation of that which gave Howat the impression
that Isabel Penny s life had not fully flowered He
had never known her to express a regret of the way
she had taken he had never even surpmsed her
a pereeptible retrospectite dejection  but the con
viction remamed  Gilbert Penny had been an almost
faultless husband tender and firm and successful
but Ins wife had come from other btlood and neces
sities than domestic felicaties  she had been a part of
a super cultivation & world of such miceties as the
flanless courtesy of Mr Winscombe discussing with
her the unhappy passion of the Princess Caroline
for Lord Hervey

Howat Penny thought sombrely of love of the
emotion that had brought — or betrayed® — Isabel
Howat so far away f om her birthright It had
gripped hus sister no less tyrannically stripping
them he considered of their essential hiberty  The
thing was clear enough n his mind — nothing more
than an ammal wstinct humimating to the human n
disrdual to breced It was the mere repetition of na
ture through the working of an automatic law o
such obscure fate he determined should overtale
obliterate fam et st had imvolved tus mother o
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person of the first superionity A slight chill as of
a breath of immunent winter had touched him com
mumcated 1tself to hus heart

A trivial conversation was m progress across the
table between Mrs Winscombe and Mvrtle The
latter was an embodiment of the fambiar Saxon type
of beauty her hair was fairr nfimtely pale gold her
complexion a delicately mingled crimson and white
her eyes as candidly blue as flowers  Her features
were fincly moulded and her shoulders shpping out
from azure lutestring were hke smooth handfuls of
meringue  Her voice was always formal and 1t
sounded stilted forced mn comparson with s
Winscombe s easy periods

The supper ended and the company trailed mnto
a drawing room at the opposite end of the house
from the Jatchen wing Howat delayed and Caro
Iine urged forward by Mr Winscombes sardom
cally ubiqmtous bow half lingered to cast back a
glance of private understanding at hcr brother
When he decided reluctantly to follow he was kept
back by the sound of a famhar explanation mn his
father s decrive full tones

Howat he pronounced obviously addressmg

the elder Winscombe 1s a black Pennv  That s
what we call them m our family  You see the Pen
nys some hundreds of years bach acquired 2 strong
Welsh strain T take 1t you are famliar with the
Welsh —a sohtary hving darh lot  Unamenable
to mfluence reflect ther country I suppovsse9 but
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lovers of music I have a touch of that Now any
one nould think that such a bloed so long ago
would have spread out been diluted m a thick Eng
Lish stock Iihe the Pennys or at least that we would
all have had a little here and there  But nothing of
the sort 1t sinks entirely out of sight for two or
three and sometimes four generations and then
appears solid 1o one indinadual as unsiached as the
pure omgmal thing  The last one was burned as
a heretic 1n Mary s dayv  although T believe he would
have cqually stayed Cathohie af the affair had been
the other way around Oppositions their breath
This boy —
1ou must not figure to yourself Mr Tiins

combe Mrs Penny s even voice admirablv cut a,

that the black 13 a word of rcproach I think we
are both at tames at a Joss with Howat he s so dof
ferent from us from the girls but he 1s truly re
markable T have an unusual affection for him
really his honesty 13 extraordinary

He ought he knew ather follow the others into
the drawig room or move farther away His
father s evplanation repelled lnim  but s mother s
capital defence ~— 1t amounted to that — made 1t
cvident to him that he should by his presence gne
her what support he could

At the fireplace Gilbert Penny was lfost 1n con
versational depths with Mr Winscombe  About *he
opening now closed for the mtroduction of & hearth
stove were tiles picturing 1n gay glazes the pastoral
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history of Ruth and above the mantel a long clear
mirror held & sumhtude of brilhant colour — the
searlet of Mrs Winscombes gown Mjyrtles azure
lutestring on & petticoat of ruffled citron spreading
over her hoops and Dttle white hid shppers with
gt heels Carolincs flowered Chinese sih  The
Toom was large and square with a Turhey floor car
pet and walls hung with paper printed 1 lavender
and black perspectives from copper plates A great
many candles had been lighted on tables and mantel
and 1 lacquer stands One of the latter at Mrs
Winscombe s side showed her features clearly

Howat Penny saw that while she was actually no
pretticr than Caroline she was mfimtely more viud
and compelhng Her face held an extraordinary
potency her bare arms and shouldirs were more 1
sistent than his sister s there was about her a con
scrousness of the allurement of body frankness i its
employment  She made no effort to mash her feel
mg which at present was one of complete indif
ference to her surroundmngs and mnot talhmg &
shadow had settled on her wision Carolme was
seated on a little sofa across from the fircplace and
she moved her volummous shirt aside made a place
for hum

Almost nothing of Annapobs  Mrs Winscombe

replied to a query of what she had seen m Marvland

We were there hardly two weeks and I hadn t re-
covered from the trip across the sea When I think

of returmng God hnows I d almost stay here . You
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wouldn t suppose one person could vent so much I
believe Felis went to & Jochey Club there were balls
and farces but I keptn bed  Mrs Pennv ashed

And London — how arc you amused there now?’
The other retied the bow of & garter ¢ Fireworks
Roman candles to Mr Handel s music and Italan
parfies Vifleggmatura  Covent Garden with paper
lanterns among the trees seductions —

Galbert Penny smote his hands on the chair arms

This hectoring of our commerce will have to rest
somewhere!  he declared  taking the duty from
pig won and then restricting 1ts market to London
18 no conspicuous mmprovement It 1s those enact
ments that provide our currency with Spanish picees
mstead of English pounds  The West Indies are too
comrenient te ke overlooled > Mr Winscombe re
phed stiffy  The Government 1s prepared to meet
mfractions of 1ts law Mr Penny muttered o
period about Germany 1n Tngland with 2 more dis
tant echo of Hanovenan whores and deformed fire
brands His guest sat with a harsh implacable
countenance framed 1n the long shadows of s
claborate wig s ornate cont tails fallmg stiffly on
aither side of his chair

Howat bred i the comparatine simpheity of the
Province found the foppery of the aming man
shghtly ndiculous yet he was aware that Mr Wins
combe s essential character hiad no expression m Ius
satin and powder s will was as rugged and sirile as
that of any advinturning frontiersman clad 1 un
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tanned hides  He was Howat deaided at hittle dis
advantage with hus young wife He wondered 1f any
deep bond bound the twe Therr personal feelings
were carefully concealed and in this they resembled
Isabel Howat rather than Gilbert her husband
The latter had & habit of expressing publicly Ins
affectionate domestic relations  And Homat Penny
decided that he vastly preferred the others reserve

An awkward silence had developed on top of the
brief political acerbities There was no sound but
the singing of the wood 1 the open stove Mjyrtle
had an absent speculative gaze Caroline was biting
her ip Mrs Winscombe yawned in the face of the
assembly  Gilbert Penny suggested cards but there
Wwas no reply Howat left the room by a door that
opened on & rock threshold set m the lawn The
night was immaculate shll and cold with stars
brightening 1 the advance of winter He walhed
about the house The counting room of the forge
Was a separate stone structure back of the Litchen
and to the right and farther away was a second
small bullding The ground fell rapidly down to
the Forge on the water power below He could
barely discern the towermng bulk of the water wheel
and roofs of the sheds

He felt uneasy obscurelv and emotionally dis
turbed  Already Fanny Gilkan seemed far away to
have dropped out of lus ife He would give some
gold to the charcoal burner he had attempted to

shoot Vfrs Vinscombe annoyed hsm by her attr
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tude toward Mjyrtle Forge, her umvarnished air of
condesceuston  How old was she? A few jyears
more the, hmself he decid d  The Ttahan hooked
her mto her stays A jncture of this formed 1 hus
thoughts and dissolved leaving behind a famnt sting
g, of his nerves  He recalled her bare — naked —
arms the old man ber husband

She had spoken of Itahan parties he had seen 8
picture on a fan labelled Villeggiatura —a simper
g exqusite 1m a laservious embrace with a fraib
beauty on the bank of a stream and a garland of
stripped loves reeling about a sbm, diapered Har
lequm It was a diffcrent scene & different world
from the Province and 1ts intrusion m the person of
Mrs ¥ inscombe was hike an orris scented arr moving
across the face of great trees sweeping ther virgmal
fohage imto the rcgion of strong and pure winds

He was dunly conscious of the awakening i im
of undisined pressures the stirring of aticnuated yot
persisting snfluences  He was saturated in the space
the sheer immense simpherty of the wild hardly
touched by the narrow strip of whabited const  He
had given Ins eustence to the woods ta hunting cun
ning beasts the stoical endurance of blhnding fa
tigue he had scorned the to hum soplustieations of
bricks and exihzation  But now n the length of
an eveming something mwidious and far different had
become sentient in Ins bemg  Ytahan parbies and
Cotent Garden with lanterns among the trees
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Trees clipped and pruned and gravel walks seduc
tions

A fallng meteor flashed a brilhant arc across the
black honzon dropping wto what ilhmitable wilder
ness?  Fireworhs set to the shrill seraping of violins
One mmgled with the other m Ius blood fretting hum
spoiling the serene and sure vigour of youth bind
g Ius feet to the obscure past et colourmg all
was the other, the black Yelsh blood of the
Pennvs Tser since hus boyhood he had heard the
fact of ns peculiar mheritance explaned accepted
In the past he had been what he was without thought
sclf appraisal  But now he recogmzed an essential
difference from Ius family 1t came over um m &
feclng of loneltess, of removal from the facile busi
zess of liing 1n general

For the first time he wondercd about his future
It was unguarded by the placid and safe engage
ments of the majority of lives He would he knew
untimately posscss Myrtle Forge a part of Shad
rach and a considerable fortune That was s
obvious wmheritance But suddenly the material
thing the actual grew immaterial and the visionary
assumed a dark and emgmatic reality

Howat abruptly quited the night of the lawn s
sombre questionmng for the house  The candles had
been extinguished m the drawmg room A square
glass lamp hung at the foot of the stairs and there
he encountered a man m a scratch wig with a Jong
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nose flattened at the end He howed obsequiously
—a posturing figure in shir sleeves with a green
cloth waistcoat and black legs  The Italian servant
Howat luded He passed lessly leaving a
reek of pomatum and the memory of & sermile smle
Howat Penny expenenced a strong sense of distaste
almost depression at the others silent proximity
It followed him to his rcom contaminated his sleep
with unmtelligible whispering oily and disturbing

gestures and fled only at the wideming ghmmer of
dawn
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HE sun had almost reached the zemth before
Mrs Winseombe appeared from her room
And at the same moment David Forsythe
arrived on a spent grey mare  He had come over the
forty rough miles which separated Myrtle Forge from
the e1ty i less than fivehours  He was a vear older
than Howat but he appcared actaally younger —
& candid youth with Ingh colour and hght smmply
tied hair  He had he told Howat important mes
sages from hys father to Mr Winscombe  The latter
and Gilbert Penny were conversing amicably 1n the
Tower room at the nght of the stairway -~ a chamber
with a bed that nevertheless was used for mformal
assemblage Mr Winscombe wore an envelopmng
baman of russet brocade with deep furred cuffs
and a, turban of vermblion silk comfortably replacing
a wigged formality Under that brilhant colom his
face was as ycllow as an orange
The written messages were delivered and Dawnid
Teturned to the lawn The day was superb—a
erystal cold through which the suns rays filtered
with o famtly perceptible glow  Caroline was stand
mg at Howat s sde and she gave his hand a rapid

Pressure as David Forsythe approached Where s
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Myrtle? the latter ashed apparently negligently
Howat replied ¢ Still in the agony of fixing her har
— for dinner sheli be at 1t agamn before supper
David whistled a vague tune Caroline added
Youve got fearfully dressy yourself since Lon

don He rephied appropriately and then became
more serious ‘I wish  he told them * that we be
longed to the church of England jou know the
Tenns have gone back Its pretty heavy at home
after-—after some other things The Quahers
dudn t use to be so infernally solemn You should
see the swells about the Court the greatest fun
And old George with a face ke a plum —

Don t you find anyvthing here that pleases you?’
Caroline demanded with asperity

Mjyrtles all mght  he admitted  not many of
them are as pretty

11l tell her joute come Caroline promptly
volunteered  she wont keep you waiting,  There
she 1s' No ats Mrs VWinscombe

She was swathed 1 a ruffled hlac cloak quilted

with a dull gold embrodery satin slippers were
buckled mto ligh pattens of blach polished wood
and her head relatively small with tight-drawn
har was uncovered  She was not as compelhing
under the sun as in candle light he observed Her
face unpminted was pale an expression of petu
lance discermble Yot she was more potent than
anv other woman he had encountercd Tsn t that
the garden?? she ashed waving beyond the end of
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the house ¢ I Like gardens  She moved off m
the direction indicated and—as he felt she ex
pected demanded — he followed shghtly belund

4 short steep terrace descended to a formally
Planted plot now flowerless, enclosed by low priet
hedges There were walks of rolled bark and
agamst a lower denser barrier a long white bench
The ground still fell away beyond and there was &
sturdy orchard cleared of underbrush with crimson
apples among the grey hmbs Beyond across a
Iow tangled wild an amplutheatre of lulls rose
agamst the sky drawn from the extreme right about
the fagndc of the dwellmg  They seemcd to enclose
Myrtle Forge 1 a natural domam of 1ts own and
actually Gulbert Penny owned most of the screage
withm that smmediate circle

Mrs Winscombe sank on the garden bench where
she sat with a hand resting on erther side of her
Above them a column of smoke rose from the kitchen
Agamst the blue A second heavier cloud rolled up
from the Forge below  Thev have heen repairing
the forehay Howat explamed  the Forge has been
closed I m supposed to be mn the counting house

You work? she demanded surprised
At the ledger put things down — what the men

are pmd mostly 1 tobacco and shoes ozenbrigs
and molasses and rum or garters and handherchiefs
for the women Then I enter the mig hauled from
Shadrach and the carnage of the blooms

T don t understand any of that  she announced
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It probably wouldn t interest you the pigs the
ron cast at the furnace It s worked in the forges,
and hammered mto blooms and anconies chunhs or
stout bars of wrought non  We do better than two
tons s weck  The sound of a short jarrng blow
rose from the Forge 1t was repeated became a con
tinuous part of the sercne noon ¢ That s the ham
mer now  he explamned It goes usually all day
and most mghts Were used to 1t dont hear it
but strangers complain

Mr Forsythe said your father was an Xron
master one of the biggest m the Province and I
suppose youll become that too  She gazed about
at the lull  shected 1n searlet and yellow at the wide
sunny hollow that held Myrtle Torge Here
she added in a totally unexpected accent of feeling

1t 18 very beautiful very big I thought all the
world was hke St James or Versmlles Ive never
been to Poland my mother’s family came from there
to Pans but Im told they have forests and such
things too  This 1s different from Annapolis that
is only an echo of London but here ~— she gazed
far bevond hum mnto the profound noon

He recovered sloy Iy from the surprise of her un
Iooked for speech attitude Mowat studied her
frankly leaming forward with hus clhows on his knees
Her discontent was paramount It was deeper than
he had supposed hike his there were disturbing qual
ties 10 her blood qualities at a varance with the
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obvious part of her bemng A sense of profound 1n
timacy with her pervaded him

This  she continued 15 like a cure at a Bath
a great bath of air and Iight T should like to stay
I think Are you content??

It always seemed crowded to me he admitted
‘Usually T get as far away as possible into the
woods, the real wilderness But jou heard mv
father last mght —Im & blach Penny a solitary
dark Jot  You couldnt judge from what X might
feel

Your father and you are not svmpathetic  she
Judged acutely He s practical solid butitasnt
easy to say even with an explanation what you are
In London-——but Im sick of London Mjyrtle
Forge 1Its appalling at mght T d like to gonte
the real wilderness leave off my hoops and stays
and bathe 1 a stream a water nymph and you
but that s only Watteau agamn with a cicisbeo hold
mg my shft and stockngs In London youd be
that g lady s servant of love but in the Irovince,
1 wonder?

He sat half prehending her words mmghng m
hus bram with the pounding of the trip hammer at the
Forge one fambiar and one unfamuliar 3¢t pot
strange sound  Above them on the lawn he could
see Myrtle — through the mddle of the dav the
sun had increased its warmth — with shirts like the
petaly of a fabulous tea rose The sun ghnt;d on
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the Ining gold of her hair and bathed an arm
wlite as snow Daud was there no doubt His
thoughts dwelt for a moment on Caroline then re
turned to Mrs Winscombe to himself His entire
attitude toward her his observations had been upset
d d by her pected air of soft melancholy
In her lavender wrap she resembled a drooping
branch of flowering hiac  She seemed very young
her air of sophistication her sensuahty of beng had
vamshed Traces of her illness on shipboard still
lingered darhly under her eyes  Asleep he suddenly
thought her face would be very innocent, purified
Tlus came to lum involuntarly there was none of
the stinging of the senses she had evohed i lum the
night before Ths mstinet for preservation from
any entanglements with hie lay dormant before her
surrender to mfluences that left her crumpled with
out the shghtest mterest 1n any exterior fact

A scntentious black servant wn marcon Inery and
a bright worsted waistcoat announced dinner from
the foot of the terrace and they moved slowly to
ward the house There was a concerted interest
the faces they found already about the table Ifowat
took his s at at his mother s side Gilbert Penny as
sisted Mrs Winscombe  David was placed between
Caroline and \Myrtle  Mr Winscombe agan form
ally wigged and coated was absorbed m thought
He said to lus hostess  Its the uncertmmnty that
puts meindoubt  Ogle thought the thing thoroughly
reviewed when now Hamilton comes out with s
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damned Indians and VMaryland rum  Forsythe sug
gests my presence 1 Council to morrow and its
bately possible that there will be a return to An
napohs  While Ludowika —

‘I cant travel another ell over the atrocities
they call roads here  VMIrs Vinscombe declared I
expect to die returning to England as it 1s and I
wont put up with any more prelimmary torment
Youll have to leave me

¢ At Myrile Forge Gilbert Penny added at once
‘at Myrtle Forge as long as you Lke Unless®
he added with a smile you prefer the gawty at
Abner Forsythe s A hot colaur suffused Davnid s
cheeks

Mr Winscombe bowed over the table I am m
chned to take advantage of that Ludowika would
be the better without even Quaker gatety for a It
tle  He stopped turned toward her Id ket
mmensely  she replied sumply I am sure 1t would
gwe me back all that Ive lost m passage Ter
haps  she leaned forward smbing at Howat I
could see something of what s belund those hulls go
io the real Arcadia’

‘ Out there said Mr Penny are the Endless
Mountams

The famnt nvoluntary ¢l agam mnvaded Howat
suddenly an unfamihar 1magery attached to the com
monplace phrase uttered by s father — the End
less Afountams’ It brought back Ius doubt Ins

Questioning of hife It was the wconcervable term
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endless, withaut any finahty of ultimate rest without
even the arbitrary peace of death that appalied lum
He thought of life gomg on and on, with nothing
consummated nothing achiered nor final He
thought of the black Peany who had been burned
as n heretic to ashes years bofore yet Howat was
cansctaus af the martyr s bitter stubbornness of ouly
alne, still alse and unquenched m lmself  He
wondered about the heritage to come  There was
a further behief that 1t folloned exclusively the mal
hme  The Penays like many another comparatitely
obscare name went far back into the primeval sail of
unihzation  If he had no issue the endlessness mght
be confoundcd a fatality in tus Jong dangcrous ex
cursions would have vangmshed the ncradicable
Welsh blood  He nught hate no chaldren vesterday
he would hieve made such a deciston  but now he was
less sure of lumself, of his power to will e was
dimly conscrons of vast exteror forces and trattor
ous factors within It was asf momentaridy he had
been hited to a clond beyond ime from whieh he saw
the entire stumbling progress of humanity sts be
gmmng hid w humid mist moving mnto u nocturnal
shadown lihe & thunder bank

He sat with chun on breast and sombre eyes until
his mother 1o:d her hand on his shoulder % Howat
she protested * you are tos glum for the comfort of
any one near you 1 think vou must mahe a pose
of bewng black  Id almost called one of the sers
ants to fiddle 1n your ear”
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Howat smiled at her he returned slowly to the
actual the particular Mr Wainscombe had pushed
back his chair excusing himself m the pressure of
necessary preparations His wife disappeared with
him leaving behind the echo of & discussion about
Cecco the Itahan servant The women followed
with David at \yrtle s shoulder leaving Howat and
Gitbert Penny

The latter was still & handsome man with us
own hair sihered on a ruddy countenance and
a careful taste in clothes His nose was predom
nant with a wide cleft mouth shove & square chin

I had thought he said deliberately — that you
were employed m the counting house but Schwar
tells me that 1t has been a week since you were seen
there  He raised a broad hand to silence Howat s
reply  While I can afford to keep you merely at
hunting the result to the table 1s so meagre that Im
not justified There 1s no St James here m Penn
sylvania no gentlemen supported by the Crown for
the purpose of amusement Y ou will have to sail for
England if you espect that sort of thng ~ He rose

You owe an intelligent interest m Myrtle Forge to
vour sisters and mother toward all that T have ac
comphshed Its & mich property and its growing
bigger  Already young Forsythe hes a list of 1m
Pprovements to be mstituted at the Furnace — clerhs
and a manager and new system for carryng on the

Blast
¢ Im not an won man Howat Penny t015d5 him
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“Imunot a clerh  Daud ean take all that over for
you particularls if he marsies one of the girls?

What are you? the elder demanded sharph

YTou ought to know You explamed 2t fully
enangh to the Winscombes

If st wasnt for that youd have heen dumpmg
slag five years ago  What I hoped was that with
maturity some sense of obligation would be horn mnto
vou What 15 this pretended affection for your
mother worth if you are upsilling to conserve make
safe her future m case [ die? Al that Ins father
said was logical just but 3t only brought hum a
renewed sense of s impotence before very old and
wnplacable xoner forces

Il try agmn  he breefly agreed But I warn
you 1t will do Little good  There 1s no pretence m
the affection you spohe of but-—but somethng
stronger—  he gave up as hopeless the effort to
explmmn all that had swept through his wund

Gilbert Penny abruptly left the room
It transpered that the Italian servant was to be
Ieft at Myrtle Forge he was now assisting the serv
euts w strapping e box behind the chaase that wos
ta carry Mir Winscombe and Dawvid to the oty
Howat psetured the Jong supple hands of the Ttakan
hooking Mrs Winscombe mnto her clothes and a sud
den hot revulsion ~louded Ins bran When the car
niage hed gone and he stood 1 the contracted space
of the counting roowm before a long narrow forge
hook open on n high dish he was still conscions of
6
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& strong repulsion It was idiotic to let such an m
migmficant fact as the Winscombes man persistently
antoy him  But i & manner entirely unaccount
able this Cecco had become a symbol of much that
was dark potentrally threatemng 1n his conjectures

The hammer fell wath a full reiteration through the
ofternoon  the sun at a small window shifted o
dusty bar across imkpots and quills and desk to 2
Igher corner He could hear the dull turning of
the wheel and the thin arregular splash of falling
water  Other sounds rose at mtervals — the tramp
mg of mules dragging pig wwon from Shadrach the
tumble of 1ts deposit by the Porge  Tmanuel Schwar
entered with a paece of paper m his hand Lleven
hundred weight of number two he read  at sx
Pounds and a load of charcoal Jonas Rupp
charged with three parrs of woollen stockings and
shoes for Minme four shillings more

Howat mechameally entered the enumerated 1tems
his distaste for such a petty occupation mountmg
antil 1t resembled a concrete power forcing hin out
side mto the mellow end of the day A figure darh
ened the doorway 1t was Carolme I hardly saw
hm * ghe declared hotly ~ Myrtle hung hke a
sichly flower 1n his buttonhole  Her hoops flat
tened as she made her way through the narrow en
trance Theres one thing about Myrtle she
continued  she s frightfully proper 1 her marrow
Ittle :deas Myrtles a prude And I promise you

Iwont be if X get a chance at Daud  She stood
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with vivid parted lips bright eyes almost, Howat
thought charmng Such a spmt i Carolie
amazed lum he hadn t concerved of 1ts presence  He
recogmzed @ phase of s own contempt for cnstom
ary paths accepted lymtations end proprities
Remermber David s Qaaker trmmng  he told her
mn lus haintual air of Jest David s been to Lon
don  she rephied I saw hum pinch the Appletofit
guel at the farm
Agmn mn bis room he chenged mnte more formal
clothes than on the esemng presious he did thus with
aut 8 defimte capscious purpose 1t was asaf us at
titude of mind required a greater suavity of exterior
He wore « London waisteoat a gift from hue smother
of magenta worked with black petals and black stone
huttans his breeches were without g wrinlde and the
tals of his coat even if they were not wired hhe
those David wag smd to have brought from Eng
land had a not unsatisinctory swing
At supper Mrs Wanscombe zat at hig left Caro
e and Yiyrtle had taken thar customary places op
posite  the clders had not been disturbed Mrs
Wanscombe had resumed the ammation samshed at
noon  She wore green and white with plum col
oured mbbons and o flast shirred cap tied under
her chin - The fluted clear lawn of her elbow sleeves
was bhe a scented mist He was agnm conseious of
the warm seduction the rare finish of her hody like
= flushed marble under wide hoops and dycd mik
She was tallang to Myrtle about the Court I am
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m waritmg with the Princess Ameliz Sophia? she ex
plamed I have her stochmgs  There 1s 2 fright
fal racket of music and parrots ard German with
old Handel bellowing and the Ring eternally clink
ing one piece of gold on another’

Gilbert Penny listencd with a tightenmng of his
well shaped Lips Its into that chamber pot we
pour our sweat and iron he asserted Ludowika
Winscombe studied im  In England  she said

the American provinces are supposed to lie hardhy
beyond the Channel but bere Fngland seems to be
8t the other end of the world  Myrtle added I
ke 1t smmensely

And Howat thought of Ludowika — he thought
of her tentatnely as Ludowiha —in the brlhant
setting of tropteal silks and birds

He considered the change that had overtaken his
father English born i the quarter century he had
hved m America the strong alligiance formed to
weas fundamentally diffcrent from those held at
St James and he wondered f such a transformation
wonld operate 1n Ludowika if she could remain m the
Province It was a fantastic query and he am
patiently dismssed 1t retormng to the contemplation
of his mother s problematic happiness He deter
muned to question the latter of a permissible occasion
arose suddenly Ins interest had sharpened toward
her mental mtuation He compared the two women
what he could conjecture about Isabel Howat and
Ludowika Winscombe but something withm him
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automatic and certamn whispered that no comparison
was possible His mother possessed a quabty of
spirit that he had never found clsewhere he could
sce 1 spite of therr resemblance of blood and post
tion that the clder could never have been merely
provocative  Such distinctions he divined were the
result of qualities mysterious and deeply concealed
Love that he had once dismissed as the principle of
blind procreation became more complex emgmatic
He had no increased desire to experience 1t with the
weutable Joss of personal liberty but he began to
be conscions of new depths unexpected complica
tions 1n human relationship
He was not so sure of himself
They had moved to the less formal of the rooms
used as places of gathering  The bed 1n a corner was
hung 1n blue shalloon over ruffled white mushn and
there was blue at the windows Agamnst the wall a
lavichord set aside as obsolete rased its dushv red
cbony box on grooved legs Myrtle was scated at
1t piching out an air from Belshazzar  She held each
note i a silvery vibration that had the fragility of
old age Ludowiha was by the fire quartered across
a corner there was no stove and the wood burming
in the opemny, sent out frequent pungent waves of
smoke She coughed and cursed Posittsely
she declared ¢ Il turn salt hke a smoked herring’
She rose her gaze resting on Howat I must go
out’ she contmued ¢ breathe  He was strangelv
reluctant o accompany her his feet were leaden
(s}
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Nevertheless 1 n few moments he found himself at
her side on the lawn  Her sophistication had agam
disappeared bencath the stars drawn across the hils
over Myrile Forge ‘There was a pause m the ham
mermg below Take me down there she com
manded

He led the way on a beaten path that dropped
sharply to a bridge of hewr logs crossing the spent
water  The Forge a long shed following the stream
was open on the opposite side an enclosure of
ruddy, vaporous gloom with pools of molten colonr
clangorous sounds The bubblng white cores of
three raised and hooded hearths were icessantly ag
tated with long rods hy blachened and glistemng
shapes At intervals a flushing rod was withdrawn
from a fire and plunged m a trough of water a
cloud of ghostly steam arose a forgemans visage
momentarily illummnated hke a copper mash A
gnmy lantern was hung abote the anul its thin
light falling on the ponderous head of the trip ham
mer suspended at mght angles from a turming
cogzed shaft projection through the wall

The hearths set 1n & row bevond the anwil had at
their back an obscure mechanical stir accompamed
by the audible suction of squat drum bcllons  The
Iabour was halted at a fire half naked anatomies
h ‘houlders and hible arms  pathered
ahout 1ts mouth with hooked bars  An incandes
cent mass was lifted born rayed in an mtolerable
wlite heat nto the arr A hammer was swung upon
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it and as if the metal were sentient a wiclet rad
snce santillated where the blow had fallen The
pasty iron was carried to the anwil the hooks
dropped for wide jawed tongs the trip hammer
moved up and fell The hardemng metal darkened
to a carnation from which chips scattered hle gor
geous petals  The carnation faded under ringmng
blows the petals heaping m the penumbra under
foat, were as \nvidly blue as gentians  ‘The colour
vam hed from the soldifving bloom It was
ashen black  The hammenng continued

A sense of the vast and antique simpheity of the
forging & feeling of hammering the earth itself into
the superior purposes of man emveloped Howat
He forgot for the moment huis companion lost mn &
swelling pride of Myrtle Forge of Ins father s fibre
—the 1ron of his character hhe the iron he suc
cessfully wrought e could grasp Gilbert Penny s
acconphshment here tahe fire at 1ts heroic quality
a tlung he found impossible mn the counting room
above recording such trnzal details as wool stock
nggs for Jonas Rupp He could be a forgeman, he
thought but nescr a clerh and in that limitation he
realized that he was imnferior to his father There
were aspects of lumself beyond such discsipline and
control

Ludowika Winscombe grasped his arm Come
away' she begged 1t s—its savage lihe Vulean
and dreadful early legends She hurried him
chnging to lis arm over the ascent to the orderly
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lawn  the tranqul shie of candle it windows
There with her hood fallen from her head she sat
on a stone stepy
You frighten me, & ittle® she confessed Are
you at all hke—hke that below inside of you? I
have & feeling that you might b If you were one
of the men about Vaushall voud be Lissing me now
i Thhed you But although I do like you ¥
wouldn t Liss you for an emerald buckle  He recog
nized that she spole seriously her voice bore no con
mective suggestion Kusses 1t appeared were no
more to her than httle flowers which she dealt out
casually where she pleased Yet the 1Jea with s
ntimate sensual imphications stayed i his thoughts
He considered Lussing ber holding her mouth wgamst
Bis and he was conscious of a sharp return of hus
stinging sense of her bodily seductivencss
At the same time an obscure uneastness rebelhon
Possessed him 1t was the old fambar feeling of te
volf of distaste for mmprisomng crrcumstance It
came to him acutely almost as if a voirce had » his
Pered in his ear warnimg him urgmg him into the
wild to escape threatemng catastrophe He de
termined to leave Myrtle Forge in the mornmg to
return to the stream he had followed nte the serene
heart of the woods Ihere he would stay untd—
until Ludowika \Winscombe had gone Howat had
no espectal sense of danger from her only for the
moment she typified the entire world of tnivial arts

fice He gazed at her with & conscious detachment
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possible because of the ranty in is existence of such
figures as hers
She had risen and her cloal fallen upon the grass
Howat could see her face beneath hair famtly pow
dered with silver dust and the ruffled patch of white
tied pertly under her chun  Fer smoothly turmng
shoulders filmed in lawn and low bodice crowned an
evirovagant  crcumference of rtuffed mik and
tosettes  Apgamnst the might of the Province the m
visible but felt presence of ywmmutable hnlls she was
Lke a puppet & grotesque figure of comedy  He re
garded her sombrely fram the step hus chin cupped
m a hand
But again she surprised hum spealing entirely
out of the character he had assigned her 1n a spint
that scemed utterly incongruous but which was yet
warm with conviction 1 want to explam a great
deal to vou’ she smd  that really 1snt explan
sble It isnt sensible and yet st 3s the strongest
feecing I remember  Its about here and you and
me  You cant picture my hife and so yon dont
know how strange this 1s how different from all Ive
ever Ined
I tlunk I told you I was born in Paris — you see
some af us eame to France when Lows took a Pohsh
princess and there my mother marned an Tnglish
gentleman . Well 1t was always the Court 1
Trance and m England  Always the Court—do
vou hnow what that means? Its a place where
women are pretty pink and white candies that men
(13
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are alwavs piching over  Its a great bed with a
rose silk counterpane and closed draperies Cham
pagne and music and scent and masques Little
plays with the intrigue mn the audience favours be
hind green hedges I was 1n 1t when I was fourtcen
and T had a lover the first year  He showed me how
to make pleasure Dont think that I was mdif
ferent to this  she added directly  that I wanted
to escape 1t I wasnt I didnt Only beneath
everythung I had a fceling of not beng completely
satisfied I wanted — oh not very strongly — some
thing clse for an hour At times the amr seemed
chokmg and mside of me but not m my body I
seemed choking too I used to think about the
Polish forests and that would help a ittle

She resumcd the place at hus side with her silk
billoning agamst his knee ¢ This 15 1t she de
clared her face set agamst the ilimitable still dark

I recongized 1t only a hittl while ago I thinh
Unconsciously I came to America hoping to find 1t
there was nothing at Annapolis but here-— she
drew & breath as deep he noted as her stays would
Permit It mcludes you somehow she con
tinued ¢ as of you were the voice What I sad
coming away from the Forge about dreading you
%as only momentary I have another feeling pre
momtion — she broke off her manner changed

All the Court believes in signs ~ Protestantism and
Vampires
It seems unreal here I mean St James ;;ld all
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that was so tremendously important meredibly
stupid — the Princess Amelia s stochmgs  But you
can t magme the jealousy  Lvery bit of 1t shall go
ont of my thonghts Youll hdp me, a harmless
magic 11l be as simple as that girl across the road
with the red cheehs 1 & smgle shp Y ou must call
me Ludowiha Ludowiha and Howat Im not so
terribly old enly twenty nme
1 am gomng away te morrow * he informed her

¢ I won t be back before you leave ?

A shght frown gathered about her eyes Her
face was verv close to his  *“ But I don t like that
tther she rephied ¢ You were to be a part of
1t ats voice eveursions mn the woads s it neces
sary vour absence?

He hnew that 1t was not and suddenly he was
sewed with the conviction that he would not go It
was 1s of agan, a voree outside om had mformed
hum of the fact  But if there were no reason for jus
going there was as hittle for Ins romaming at Myrtle
Forge that was so far as Tudewiha VWinscombe
was concerned  ffe had been untouched by all that
she had said unlouched except for a famt myvomn
tary shiser as she had spoken of premomtion  And
that had vamshed nstantancously  There was his
duty i the counting house  But he was forced to
admit to himself the wmsufficiency of that reason it
was too palpably false

He had not been moved by the intent of what she

had sad but his imagination had been stirred as if
1



THE FUI'NACE

by the touch of delicate pointed fingers at her de
seription of Court — a bed with a sk counterpane
belnnd chipped grecnery  He recalled the fan
with 1ts painted Villeggiatura the naked wanton
loves ¢ Something different she half repeated
with a sigh an accent of longing Howat heard
her with impattence 1t was absurb to try to picture
her tramping 1n the wilderness brealing her way
hour after hour through thorned underbrush ke
Fanny Gilkan She wouldnt progress a hundred
yards w her unsteady pattens and framle clothes
Suddenly the Italian servant appeared absolutely
nosselessly at her smde spealing a ndicalous oy
gibberish At once she replied  She turned to
Howat My bed has been prepared  Ave you
gomg to morrow?
¢ No he answered awhwardly  She turned and
left without further words The servant walhed be
Innd her resembling an unnatural shadow
The metallic clamour at the anvil rose and fell
dimnished by the mterposed bulk of the dwellings
ceaselessly forging the Penny 1ron the Penny gold
He thought of hmself as metal under the hammer
or rather ore at the furnace he hadnt yun clear 1n
the casting there were bubbles bubbles and sl
Endless refinements — first the farnace and then the
forge and then the metal A contempt for the lesser
degrecs possessed ham for a flawed or clumss forg
kness of the flesh the fatalitw of casy

mg for wea
surrender  An overwhelmng passionate emotion
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swept hum to his feet clenched s hands filled him
with & numbing desire to reach the last punfication

The mood sank into an inexplicable nostalgin he
dragped the back of a hand impatiently across hns
viston  His persistent wdifference, the mhibition
that held hum m a contemptuous isolation agawn
possessed him Howat, a black Pennv A last trace
of s emotion caught 1n the flood of his paramount
disdam vanished like a breath of warm mist  He
entered the house and mounted to s room the
stairs creahed but that was the only sound audible
wilin  His candles burned without their protecting
glasses 1n smooth unwavering flames  When they
were extingmshed the dirkness flowed 1n and blotted
out famhar objects folded him in a cloak of mvis1
tility obliterated hm 1n sleep  As he lost con
sciousness he heard the trip hammer dully beating
out Penny wron Pennv gold beating out too the
Pennv men Slag and metal and ruffled mushin
roman candles and stars

as



v

HERE came to himn the counting house the
following afternoon rumours and echoes of
the day s happenngs  Davwid Forsythe had

arrived after dinner and there had been word from
r Winscombe he would be obliged to return to
Maryland and trusted that Ludowiha would not be
an oncrous charge David was to take Martle and
Carolme back with him to the ¢ ty for an exemplary
Quaker party ¢ Theres no good ashing vou  he
told Howat lounging 1 the door of the counting
room  David was flushed Ius sleeve coated with
dust  ¢Carolne he exclaimed 1s as stron,, as 2
forgeman she upset me on the grass as qumekly as
you please hooked her knee belund me and there I
was  She picked me up too and laughed at me
he stopped lost m thought  Murtles really beau
tful  he said agam  Carolmes mot 2 thing to
lock 2t and yet do you know a-—a man Jooks at
her  She 13 wonderfully graceful

Howat gave Caroline the vigorous stamp of his
brotherly approval She understands a lot for a
grl  he admitted Of course Myrtles a particy
far peach but Id never go to herif 2 buchle —
he stopped abruptly as Myrtle appeared at ]gavld s
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side ¢ Isnt he mdustrious?’ she sad indiffer
cntly Youd never guess how fathers at hmm
Have you heard Howat — Mrs Winscombe will be
here perhaps a month Its a wonder you havent
gone away jyou gre so frightfully annoyed by peo
ple  Last mght you were with her over an hour on
the lann I could see that father thought 1t queer
but I esplamed to him that court women never
thought of hittle thimgs like well husbands

Howat gazed at her coldly for the first tune con
scious that he actually dishked Mvyrtle He made
up his mind definitely to assist Caroline as far as
possible  She was nbsurd enmticzing Mrs Wins
combe Vhere he demanded did you get all
that about courts? And vour sudden tender mter
est m husbands? Thats new toe  Youre not
thinhing of one for yourself are yjou? Hed never
see vou down 1n the mormng

A bnight angry colour flooded her cheeks lou
are as coarse as possible  she declared Im sure
I wish youd stay away altogether from Mjrtle
Forge vouie never been anything but a bother?®
She left abruptly Sweet disposiion  Howat
grmned Y ou are seeing family hife asat s actus Iy
hved” Later his thoughts returned to what she
had smid about Ludowika Yimscombe he recalled
the latter s speech scated on the doorstep some
stuff about a premomtion  Myrtle had suggested
that he was mterested in ner W hat nidiculous non
sense! If ms father said anvthing on that score
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the other would discover that he was no longer a
boy Besides such imsinuations were a breach of
hospitality  How Mrs Winscombe would laugh at
them 1f she suspected \yrtle s cheap folly

She had ashed Inm to call her Tudowike He de
eded that he would really he couldnt get out of 1t
now It would do no harm Ludowiha! It was a
nice pame undoubtedly Yohsh He thought agam
about what she had smd of Polish forests the dis
satisfaction that had followed her for so many
years A lover at fourteen A surprising sentence
formed of 1tself 1 Ihus brain—— She had never had
4 chance ‘That pasty court Iife had spoiled her
It had no sigmficance for humself he was simply
revolving a shghtly melancholy fact

Felix Winscombe was a sere figure vet he was
extraordinanly full of a polshed virlity rapir
ke  Howat could see the dark satirical face shad
owed by th elahorate wig the rigid figurc m pre
e1se foppish dress He heard Winscombe s shghtly
harsh dommant voice His posiion m Englind
was he hnew securc high. Ludowika had been
very sensible 1n marrving him That was the way
Howat Tennv told himself that marriage should be
tonsummated He would mever marry Duid
Schwar appeared with a sheaf of papers which he
himsclf procceded to dochet and Howat 1t the
counting room

she ad

He met Ludowtha almost immedintely

vanced more sunply dressed than he had uz;; seen
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her before She peinted downward to the water
flashing over the great turning wheel Couldn t
we walk along the nil? Theres a path and 1its
beaut:ful 1 the shadow Lhe stream poured sohd
and green through the narrow masoned course of
the forcbay sweeping n a lucent arc over the hip of
the fall An earthen path followed the artificial
channel through a dense grove of joung maples
seeming to hold the sun m their flame coloured foli
age  Myrtle Forge was lost the leaves shut out the
shy underfoot some were already dead  The wilder

ness marched up to the edges of the meagre clearngs

Ludowiha walked ahead without speech 1rregu

lar patches of ruddy hight shid over her flared shirt
Suddenly she stopped with an exclamation  the trees
opened before them on the broad Canary sweeping
between flat rocks banks bluely green  Above the
course was brok n swift but where they stood 1t
was tranquil again and crystal clear  Yellow tavs
plunging through the unwrinhled surface gided the
pelbles on the shallos er bottom A rock broad and
flat extended into the stream by the partial diag

onal dam that turned the water into Myrtle Forge

and Ludowiha found a seat with her shippers just
above the current Iowat Penny sat beside her

then dropped bach on the rocks his hands clasped
behind his head

A silence ntensified by the whispering stream en
veloped them  Hc watched & hask diminutive on

the pale immensity above Heavens  Ludowiha
e
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finally spoke  how wonderful Just to sit,
not to be bothered by —by things Just to hear
the water Far away she sard dreamly ¢ girl”

From where he lay he could see her arms beaut1
ful and bare lost 1n soft Holland above the elbons
he could see the roundness of her body sbove the
lowest of stays Suddenly she fascmated lim he
visualized her sharply as though for the first time
~—a warm mtoxicating entity He was profoundly
disturbed and sat erect the stream the woods
blurred in hus vision  He felt as of his heart had
been turned completely over 1n Jus body the palms
of his hands were wet He had a momentary ab
surd mmpulse to run bevond Shadrach T'urnace
beyond any distance he had yet explored farther
even than St Navier Ludowiha Winscombe gazed
m serene unconscious happiess before her He
felt that lus face was crimson and he rose morved to
the water s edge his back toward her He was 1n
funiated at a trembling that passed over him
damned 1t m a savage and maudible whisper

What particularly appalled him was the fact that
his overmastering sensation came without the shght
est vohtion of lus awn  He had had nothing to do
with 1t his will was powerless He was betraved
ke a fortified eity whose gate had been thrown open
by an unsuspected a concealed traitor mside In
an 1nstznt he had been 1maded his bang levelled
his peculiar pride overthrown He thought even
that he heard & dull crash as if something para
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mount had irremediably fallen something that
should have been mamtained at any cost until the
end of Lfe

Howat felt a sudden hatred of his compamon but
that quickly evaporated he discovered that she had
spread like a drop of carmine 1 a goblet of water,
through his every nerve By God but she had be-
come himself! In the space of a breath she was m
Ins blood 1n lus bram  calling s hands about her
toward her smooth beautiful arms She was the
scent 1n is nostnls the sound a breeze newly sprung
up stirred out of the leaves A profound melan
choly spread over lam o deep sadness & conviction
of loss  Ludowiha was singing softly

L st Sund y at St. Jamess pragers
~—dressed fa all my wh 1 bone airs™

He had come on disaster  The realization flashed
through his and was engulfed m the
submerging of his beng 1n the overvhelmmng sting
1ng blood that had swept him from his old sccunty
Yet he had been so detached from the merging influ
ences ebout lim s orgamization had been s0 com
plete 1 ats 1solation his egotism so deseloped that
o last trace of hus entity lingered sentient viewing
as if from a carcened but still tenable deck the gen
eral submergence  Iis thoughts returned to the
automatic operation of the consummation obliterat
g hus person the inexorable blind movement of the
thing in which he had been caught dragged into the

%
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maw of o supreme purpose It was of course the
1aw of mere procreation which he had before con
temiptuously recogmzed and dismissed a law for am
mals but he was no longer entirely an animal Al
ready he had considered the possibility of an addi
tional force m the direcing of human passion
founded on somcthmg beyond the thirst of fle b
founded perhaps on soarmg compamonships on—
on— The condition the term he was searching for
evaded him

He thought of the word love and he was struck
by the vast maccuracy of that large phrase It
meant Howat told umself hterally nothmg what
complex feelng Isabel Penny might have for her
hushand Carolmes frank desire for Dawd For
sythe Myrtles meagre emotion Fanny Gilkans
sense of Hesa and life s necessary compromises his
own collapse — all were alihe called love Tt was
not only a useless word but a dangerous falsity
It had wathout question cloaked immense harm pre
tence 1t had perpetuated old lies brought them
plaustbly as 1f & drstinguished and rcputable com
pany out of pust superstitions and credubty  the
real and the meanmgless the good and the evil hope-
lessly confused

They were seated at supper four of them only
Tsab 1 and Gilbert Penny and oppostte him Ludoe
wika Occasonally he would glance at her sur
v s wnsts would pound with an wrregu
g would harass um Like

5

rephtiousl
lar sultry erreulation longin
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the beating of & club  She 1t seemed to him grew
gayer younger more simple every hour Happt
ness peace radiated n her gaze the gestures of her
hands Howat wondered at what moment he would
destroy it Reprehensible A moment must come
~—soon-—when emotion would level his failing
reserve huis fallng defences He thrilled at the
thought of the mevitable disclosure Would she
fight agamst 1t deny satmize lus tumult or sur
render? He couldn t see clearly into that he didnt
care Then he wondered nbout the premomition of
which she had spoken deaiding to ask her to be more
exphat

An opportumty occurred later Gilbert Penny
had gone down to the Forge store Iis wife had dis
appeared  Ludowiha Vinscombe and Howat were
seated 1n the drawing room  Only a stand of can
dles was lit at her clbon  her face floated hike a pale
and lovely wafer aganst the billowing shadows of
the chamber The wood on the 1ron hearth was
charring without flame  He questioned her bluntly
suddenly out of o protracted silence  She regarded
him  speculatively  delaving answer Then I
couldn t tell vou lihe thic now 1t would be too silly
you would Iaugh at me I hadnt meant to say even
what T did  1d prefer to ignore 1t

What did vou mean what premomtion came to

vou? he nsisted erudely

She scemed to draw away from hum increase
Fears and an attiude of tolerant amusement  Only
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a0 mmediate reply would save them he realized.
He leaned forward unsteadsly with clenched hands
‘ Iwarned you she procceded hghtly  and if you
do laugh my pride will suffer  In spute of her ob
vious determingtion to speak mdifferently her voice
grew serious %I had a fechmg that you mustnt
hiss me that tlus— Amersca the Erovince Myrile
Forge vou were for something different 3 ou see
I had always longed for a pecubar experience re-
Jease and when it came miraculously I thought it
must not be spoiled turned imnto the old old thing
That was all It was m my spint  she added al
most defiantly as 1f that claim mght too be sus
ceptible of derision

He settled back mto lus charr turming upon her a
gloomy viston  Whatever penalty threatened them,
he knew must fall  Nothing eusting could heep lim
from 1t He felt a fleet sorrow for her m the mew
table destruction of the release for which she had so
long searched her new peace so soon to be smashed
All sorrow for humself had gone under Isabel
Penny returned to the drawmng room and moved
about her flowered silk at once gay and obscure m
the sermdarkness The fire Howat she directed

its all but out He stirred the logs into a re
newed blaze

A warm pmldng flickered over Ludowiha she
smiled at him relaxed content He was surprised
that she could not sce the tumultuous feeling over
powering kim  He had heard that women were m
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mediatcly aware of such umohion  But he reshzed
that she had been lulled into a false sense of secursty,
of present mmumty from ¢ the old, old thug
by her own placidity  He did not know when Jus
mother left the room He wondered continuously
whea it would happcn when the bolt would fall, what
she would do  Howat was hot and told and pos
sessed by e subtle sense of wmpralnty o feeling re
scmbling that of o doubtful advamee through the
dark, for n questionable end  This was the least
part of lm msigmificant  Jus passion grew con
stamly stronger mose brutal In o last vamshing
trace of his sup he § that
the thing mu t hate happen d to hum as 1t &d st
was the price of lus more crect pnde, his greater
contempt, lus solitary and unspent state

She rosc suddenly and announced that she was
about to retire It saved them for the moment for
that day he muttered something meomprehensible
and ghe was gone

Irabel Ponny veturned and took Mre Winscombe s
place before the fire  She spohe troaally at random
wtersals A great longmg swept ovar b o 4l
hus mother eversthing try to find en cscape m her
wise counsel but hus emotion secmed so ugly that he
zould not Jav st before her  Besides he had & con
wiction that st would be hopeless he was gone  Sle
was discussing Ludowiha now Really’ she sud
“they seem sery well matched a good arrange

ment”  She was referrmg he reahzed to the Wims
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combes experience He neter thought of Fehx
Winscombe as married Ludowika s husband be had
ceased to think of him at all The present moment
bamished everything else She has a quality usu
ally destroyed by Iife about a Court the letsurely
voice went on  she seems quite happy here for a
hitle 1 a way simple But curiously enough she
disturbs your father He cant laugh with her as
he usually does with attractive women
It was patural Howat thought that Gilbert
Penny should be uneasy before such a direct re-
minder of the setting, from which he had taken Isabel
Howat It was & Iife memories in which the elder
had no part that consciousness dictated a part of
his father s bitterness toward St James the Royal
Government But Galbert Pennv had never had
seTious reason to dread it His wife had left 1t all
behind permanently without apparently a regre*
He had a sudden astomshing commumty of feelmg
with he older man a momentary dishhe of St
James Versmlles the entire treacherous sk mob
A lover at fourteen' Howat damned such a be-
trayal with a itterness whose base lay deeply buried
n sex jealousy
I am glad the other continued  that you are
not susceptible I suppose you Il be off hunting 1n a
dav or more Mrs Winscombe 1s bright wine for a
young man Women hheh 1 play at sensation Libe
eating figs  He thought contemptuously what

nonsense was talked m connection with femmine m
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twition 1t was nothung more than & polite chumers,
Iike all the other famons morals and imhibitions sup
posed to serve and divect manhind
He wondered once more about Ins mother what

the course of her hfe had been —happily occuped
filled or mercly self contaned Inding nuch m a
deep oven flow?  Her herd was turned awsy from
him and he could see the givhish profile the astonsh
wg illusion of youth renened Howat wanted to
ash her how she had expenenced well —love sinee
there was no other word It had come to her
quichly he knew her affawr with Gilbert Penny had
been headlong or else st would not have been at all
Fet he felt she had not been the vietim of such a
tyranny as mastered humself  Dut perhaps after
all secretly every ome was~—just ammal hke He
repudiated ths firmly at once  ¥le himself had felt
that he was not entirely ammal

The grls  Isabel Penny emd  will be gal
lopadhng mow  Wyrtle has & new dress her father
gave 1t to her an apricol mantus

Hes really idiotic about Myrtle' Howat de
clared seratably  Ihs mother glanced swiftly at
him  She made no comment Now  Carolme!
1t s Caroline whe ought to marry Davd Torsyihe

Such things must fall out as they will

God that was true enough termbly true! He

tose and strode wnto the farther darlness of the
drawing room returmin, to the fireplace marclung
away agun e saw the white ghmmer of Ludo

1
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wiha s arms he had & vision of her tymg the broad
ribbon about her rounded silken knee a
man now his mother s voice was distant blurred

Responsibilities  your father—  He had heard
this before without- bemg moved but suddenly the
words had s new actuahty he was a man now that
was to say he stood finally irrevocsbly alone be
yond assistance advice He had never heeded
them he had gone a lugh hunded mdependent way
but the others had been there unconsciously he had
been aware of them eien counted on them Now
they had vamshed

Carolme and Mrvrtle bringing Dawid with them
agamn returned on the following mormng It seemed
to Howat that the former was almost lovely she had
a gayer sparhle a clearer colour than he had ever
seen her possess before  On the other hand Myrtle
was dull the dress it seemed had not been the un
qualified success she had hoped for Something
newer had arrived mn the meantime from London
Ludowika 1t developed had one of the later sacques
1 her boxes but that she said indifferently must be
quite dead now It seemed to Howat that she too
regarded Myrtle without enthusiasm Ludowika
and Myrtle had had very hitle to say to each other
Myrtle studied Mrs Winscombes apparel with a
kecn even bellgerent eye the other patronized the
girl in a species of half absent instruction

The shy was flawless leaden blu  the sunhght
fell 1n an envelopmg flood over the country susi but

1
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1t was pale without warmth There was no wind,
not a leaf turned on the trees-— a sinuous sheeting
of the country ssde hhe red gold armour But
Howat knew that at the first stir of air the leaves
would be in stricken flight, the autumn accomplished
Caroline dragged lum impetuonsly down imte the
gorden among the brown varmshed stems of the
withered roses the ser< dead ranks of searlet sage
¢ He hugged me  she told him T was quite breath
less It was in a hall dark but he didn t say any
thing  What do vou thinh?’ There was nothing
definite that he might express and he patted her
shoulder He had a new lnship with Caroline
Howat now understood her tempest of feeling con
cealed benesth her commonplace daily aspect
Myrtle and David joined them and he left re-
sumed hs place at the high desh in the counting
house  Strangely his encrgy of being communicated
atself to the prosme work before Tum It was he
suddenly felt mmportant for him to master the proc
esses of Myrtle Forge 1t would not do for h\m to
remmn merely irresponsible a juvenmile app
to the Pennv iron  He would need all the posman
the weight he could assume and money of his own
He found a savage pleasure n recording crery do-
tal put before nm  He compared the value of pig
metal the cost of charcoal wages with the return
of the blooms and anconies they shipped to I'ngland
Howat cxperienced lus father s indignation at the

manner 1n which London limited the Province s in
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dustries  For the first time he was conscious of an
actual interest m the success of Mjrile Forge a
personal concern in 1its output He had always
visuahzed 1t as antomatically prosperous a cause of
large inesact pride but now 1t was all near to lum
he considered the ipetition  rapidly g
heve and the jealous menace over scas

His final trace of carcless youth had gone he
fett the advent of the constant apprehension that
underlies all maturity & sense of the proximity of
blind accident evil chance disaster At last he
was opposed to life itself with an mmmense stahe to
gam to hold 1n the mdst of a scething treacher
ous confiict arbitranly ended by death  There was
no cringing sbsolutely no cowardice m him He
was glad that 1t was all immediately about him he
was arrogant m pressing forward to take what he
wanted from ¢xistence  He forgot all premomtions
doubt was behind lum  he no longer gauged the value
of his desire for Ludowiha Winscombe She was
something he would had to have

David Forsythe sat across the back of a chair m
Howat s room as the latter dressed m the rapdly
falling hght  David had smuggl d Ins London coat
with the wired tails out to Myrtle Forge and had the
stiffened portion now spread smoothly out on erther
side s cheerful freshlv coloured face was trou
bled he scemed constantly on the pomt of break
mng wnto speech without actually becommg audible

Howat was thinking of Ludowika It would hap
a8
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pen tomght he knew He was at once appre
hensive and glad

You knew David ventured finally ¢ that Im
supposed to ash Myrtle to marry me  That s your
father and mine hoped I would Well he drew
a deep breath I dont think I shall ©Of course
she 15 one of the prettiest girls any one ever saw and
shes qmte bright—its wonderful what she has
piched up about the Furnace but yet— M speech
suddenly ran out Viith an effort Howat brought
hamself back from his own vastly more important

concern Yes? he quemed pausmg with his
fingers 1 the buttonholcs of a mulberry damash
cont I have decided to choose to act for my

self David announced  tlus 1s a thing where every
man must be absolutely free — Caroline can have me
if she hhes

Howat could not avexd a momentary mward
fhicker of amusement at David Forsvthes absolutc
freedom of choice  He felt mfimtely older than the
other wiser m the crremtous mysteries of bemg
He pounded David on the back exclaimed  Good!

I dont hnow whether to speak to Abner the
other proceeded unfibally  or the great Penny first
I dont care too much for cither yjob It would be
pleasnter to go to Caroline I have an 1dea she
doesn t exaetly dishhe me

Perhaps 1 oughtnt to tell you Howat rephed
gravely  but Caroline thinks & lot of you She
has admitted 3t to me —
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Dand Forsythe danced agilely about the more
sertous figure he hicked Howat gmily from behind
wonically patted Ins cheek Hell s buttons! he
cried  Why didn t you tell me that before? You
cast yron ass! 11l marry Caroline f T have to take
her to a charcoal burner s hut  She would go too

Howat Penny gripped the other s shoulder faced
im with grim determination Do you fully
realize that \Iyrtle Forge Shadrach will be us?
They will be ours and our wives and cluldrens  We
must stand together David whatever happens what
ever we ma) personally think The 1ron 1s big
now but 1t 15 gomng torbe great  We mustn t fail
fall epart Well need each other theres gomg
to be trouble T think

David put out s hand I didn t know vou felt
Iike that Howat he rephed the effervescent youth
vamshed from hm too Its splendid Well
hammer out some good blooms together And for
the other nothing shall ever make a hreach be
tween us
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HEY went down to the supper table silently
absorbed 1n thought David was placed
where Mr Winscombe had been scated, on

Mrs Penny s mght and next to Myrtle Gulbert
Penny mamtained a flow of high spinits he ralled
every one at the table with the exception of Howat
noted Ludowika Her haif was simply arranged
and undecorated she wore primrosc with gauze like
smohke an apparently gmleless bodice with blurred
warm suggestions of her fragrant body Howat was
conscious of every detail of her appearance she was
stamped as she was that evening indelibly on his
mnner being  He turned toward her but httle, ad
dressed to her only the most perfunctory remarks
he was absorbed in the realization that the most
fateful moment he had met was fast approaching
His father s cheerful vorce continued scemingly inter
minably now 1t was a London beauty to wluch he
affected to believe David hed given hus heart  The
latter replhied stoutly

¢1 brought that back safely enough 1t s here the
danger hies Humhating to cross the ocean and
then be lost in Canary Creek

Gilbert Penny shot an obvious humorous glance
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at Myrtle She did not meet 1t but sat with lowered
gaze  Caroline made & daring nose’ at Howat
but he too faled to achnowledge her message
Davids affarr had sunk from his thoughts ‘Lhe
drawing room was brilhantly highted thexe was a
constant stir of peacoch silh of yellow and apple
green and coral lutestring of white shoulders 1 the
gold radiance of candles like stiff rows of narciss:
Caroline drifted finally into the chamber back of the
dining room and they could hear the tenuous vibra
tions of the clavichord Soon Dawd had disap
peared The elder Penny discovered Myrtle seated
sullenly at her mother s side and tahing her arm
he escorted her m the direction of the suddenly
silenced music

Ludowika sat on a small couch away from the fire-
place  She smiled at Howat as he moved closer to
her She never did things with her hands he
noticed like the women of his farmly embroidery or
work on little heaps of white She sat motionless
her arms at rest His mother seemed far away
The pounding need dily at his wrists
the room wavered i his vision  Ludowika perme-
ated him hike a deep draught of mtoxicating yellow
wine He had a curous sensation of floating i air
of tea roses It was clear that folded i happy
she still realized nothing She
Howat saw that his

contentment
must know now any minute
mother had gone
Tte rose and stood before Ludowika Jeaming
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slightly over her  She raised her gaze to hus her
mterrogation  deepencd  Lhen  her  cxpression
changed clouded her lips parted she half raised 2
hand Her breast rose and fell sharply once
Howat piched her up by the shoulders and crushed
her silk and cool gauze and mouth agamst lim
Ludowika s shirts hillowed nbout half Ind, nm a
long silence a long hiss

Her head fell back with a sigh she drooped agmin
upon the sofa  She hadnt struggled exclaimed
even now there was no revolt mn her countenance
only & decp trouble Howat she said softly
¢you shouldnt have done that It was brutal
selfish  You— you knew, after all that T told you
the premomtion— she broke off, anger shone
brighter 1 her eyes How detestable men are!
She turned away from lim her profile agamst the
brocade of the sofa Unevpectedly he was almost
cold and self contamned he saw the glded angle
of a frame on the wall heard the hickory disinte
grating on the hearth

He had lissed her as a formal declaration what
must come would come I was an imbeaile  she
spoke m & voice at once histless and touched with
bitterness  Arcadin*” she laughed ¢ I thought it
was duferent here that you were different that feel
mngn my heart — but 1t s gone now dead T sup
pose I should thank you But do you know I re
gret 1t I would rather have stayed at St James all
my hfe and kept that singlc hittle delusion longing
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The premomtion was nonsense too nothing new
unexpected can happen Kisses are almost the
oldest thmgs 1 the world kisses and therr results
What 15 there to be afraid of? You see I learned
st all quite young

‘I am an imbecile only it camc so suddenly
You would lsugh at me 1f you hnew what I was
thmhing I can even manage & smle at myself
whe appeared older the Mrs Winscombe who had
first come to Myrtle Forge her mouth was flippant
The eternal Suzanna® she remarked  the monot
onous elders or younger  He paid hitle heed to
her words the oldness the mdifference were fast
Teaving bam  Flis heart was like the trip hammer at
the Forge Yellow wine He was still standing
sbove her and he took her hands m s She put
up her face with a movement of bravado of mock
ery which he ignored

I didnt chonse 1t he told her  1t's rumed all

that T was Now I dont care there 35 nothing
ke One thing you are wrong about——1f there
7ad be n another mm your hfe ke myself you
wouldn t be here with— as you are  I'm certam of
that TIts the unly thing I do know MMy feehng
may be & terrmble musfortune I ddnt mahke 1t T
cant s e the end There snt arv I thmk  He
pressed her hands to his throat 1 1th a gesture that
half dragged b r from the sofa A deeper colour
tamed her cheeks and her breath caught End
less  he repeated losing the word on her hpssg She
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wilted into o corner of the sofa and he strode over
to the fire stood gazing blindly at the pulsating, em
bers Howat returned to her almost immediately
but she made no sygn of his nearness  The mtter
ness had left her face she appeared weary pallid
she sat heedlessly crumplmg her flounces a hand
bent back on 1ts wrist
I thank it 1s something n myself* she smd

presently ¢ something a little wrong that Im drcad
folly tired of Always men Out here a Hownal
Yenny just like anv fribble about the Court  God
1d Like to be that girl across the road 1n the barn
vard  He was back at the fire again when Gilbert
Tenny cntered the room The latter dropped a
palm on Howat s shoulder

¢ Schwnar says the last sow metal was faulty be
declared  the Furnace Il need some attention with
Abner Forsythe decper in the Provineial affairs
Splendid thing David s back  Look for a lot from
David  Howat hoped desperately that Ludomka
would not kave go to her room while Ins father was
talhing David says you have an und rstanding
will do great things T hope so T hope so 1
won t damn him as an example but he will do vou no
harm  That 1s 1f he touches your confounded per
son at all A blach Penny Mrs Winscombe he
smd turning to the figure spread in pale silk on the
sofa Fortunate for vou to hate no such con
fourded stubborn Iot on your hands  Althoeugh’
he added laughingly  Telix Winscomb~ s no broken
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reed  But this boy of mine—vou might think be
had been run out of Shadrach he tapped & finger
on Howat s back Not Iihe those fellows about the
Court anyway They tell me hell go fifty miles
through the woods 1 a day  Now 1f we could only
keep that at the wron trade —

His father went on msufferably without end
Howat withdrew stifly from the other s touch Ir
resistibly he dmfted backh back to Ludomiha  She
had not moved her bent hand seemed dislocated
An 1mmense tenderness for her overwhelmed im his
sheer passion vapourized mto a poignant sweetness
of soliestous feeling He was protective hus jaw
set mgidly he enveloped her 1 an angry barmer
from all the world He had a sensation of standing
at bay in s mulberry damash n brocade and
silver buttons he had an impression of himself
stooped and savage confrontmg a menacing darh
with Ludowka flung behind hum Inesplicable
tremors assailed him vast fears Hhs fathers de-
Liberate voice destroyed the illuson he saw the
candles about him like white and yellow flowers the
suave nterior The others had rcturned He
heard Ludowika speaking she laughed His ten
sion relaged  Suddenly he was flooded with happt
ness as 1f he had been drenched in sparkling de
lghtful water He jomed in the gay tral
clamour that arose Isabel Penny gazed at lum
speculatively

‘There would 1t appeared be no other opportumty
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that everung for um to declare himself to Ludowika
He was vaguely conscious of is mother s scrutiny
he must avoid exposmng Ludowika to any uncom
fortable surmising  His thoughts leaped fornard to
a revelahion that he begen to feel was mevitable he
got even now u tangible pleasure from the consider
ation of an announcement of his passion for Ludo
wiha Winscombe a sheer nsistence upon 1t
the face of en antagomstic world But for the
prescnt he must be careful This the greatest
cient that had befallen him summed up all that he
mnnatcly was it espressed hum a black Penny, ab-
solutely Iowat felt the distance betwcen msell,
lus comuictions and the convictions of the world
mmessurably widening  His feelmg for Ludowika
Mlized his 1solation from the interwoven fabrie

ne plane of society 1t gave at last a tangible

h to his scorn

As he had feared presently she rose and went to
her room yrtle took her place on the sofa
Gilbert Pepny vamshed with a broad wittictsm at
the well hnown preference of youth 1n certamn situ
atton  for ats own counal  Dand Torsythe made
a vry face at Howat Caroline galy laxd her
arm across her mother s shoulder and propelled her
from the room David stood awhwardly n the mid
dle of the floor and Howat hardly less clumsy took
lus departure  ¥e found Caroline awaiting hun n
the shadow of lus door she followed him and stood
silent while he made a hight  Her face was scrious
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and her hands clasped tightly ¢ Howat she said
i a small vorce 1t s-—its thatis David loves me.
Whatever do you suppose father and Myrile will
say?

What do you think David 1s saving to Myrile
now? he ashed dnly Iam glad Caroline every
thing worked out straight for you Davd is &
damned good Quaker For some others life 1snt
80 easy  She laid a warm hand on his shoulder
¢ T wish vou were happy Howat A shght rrn
tation seized lum at the facile manner 1 which she
racdiated her satisfaction and he moved away

David s gong back to might I wish he wouldn t
she said troubled That long dark way Any
thing might happen  But he has simply got to be
at his fathers office m the mormmmg He 15 gomg
to speak to um first see what will be given us at
the Furnace

It shonld be quite a family party at breakfast
Howat predicted
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1 was sure of it Mvyrtle cried © he—he has
talked against me helped Carolme belund my back
She sobbed thinly with her arm across her eyes
If I thought anything like that had occurred’
their father asserted * Howat would — he paused
gazing heavily about at his famuly

Howats ill temper arose ¢Yes—-?’ he de
manded with a sharp mflection  “ Be shll Howat )
lus mother said unexpectedly ¢ This 1s all very re
grettable Gilbert she told her husband  but it s
an 1mpossible subject of discussion > Galbert Penny
continued hotly ¢He wouldnt stay about here ”
She replied equably  On the contrary Howat shal
be at Myrtle Forge until he lmself chooses ¢
leave

Howat was conscious of a surprise almost as mo
mg as that pictured on his fathers countenanct
He had never heard Isabel Penny speak 1 that man
ner before perhaps at last she would reveal what he
had long speculated over — her true nner sitn
ation  But he saw at once that he was to be ag¥?
disappointed the speaher was immediately enveloped
i her detachment the arr that scemed almost one of
& spectator m the Penny household ~ She smled de-
precatingly How fine she was Howat thought
Gilbert Pennv did not readily recover from s €on
sternation hus surprise had notably snereased 0
that  His mouth was open s face red and 28
tated  DBefore the children com

plained Dont know what to
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and her hands clasped tightly ¢ Howat” she sard
masmallroce ‘1ts—its thatis Davnd loves me.
Wh:!erer do you suppose father and Ayrtle wil
say

“What do vou think David 1s saving to Vvrtle
wr?"he ashed dnuly ¢ Xam glad Carolme every
thing worked out strasght for you David 15 2
dimned good Quaker For some others hfe 1snt
weasy  She lud & warm hand on fus shoulder
Iwish vou were happy Howat A shght 11
{100 se1zed bim at the facile manner 10 which she
rdited her satisfaction and be moved &way
“Dard s going back to-mght I#1h he wouldn
% sud troybled ¢ That long dark ¥&3 A"ge
o mght happen  But he has smmplv 80t to

t hus father 5 office m the mormng He 15 gong
B gpeak to Jum first see what il be gnen at

Furnace
It shonld be quite a family party 8

Bovat predicted
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E was entirely raght Ludowika rarely ap-
Peared so carly Myriles face seemed wan
and pimched apg her father raflied her on

entranemg ovemng  She declared suddenly I
hate Dasyd Farsythe!  Gulbert Pennyv was obw
ously startled Carohne half yose as 1f she had fin
tshed breakfast but she sat down agam with an ex
pression of ditermumation Howat lovked about
from his remored place of bemg 1 gor Usrtle
N M M first e scemed to Bhe—1 mean 1

bsm making faces gt Howat ag of 1o and Howat as
of Howat hog well

Don t generalize sad Yovat coolly e par
treular

38 f yau hag dchbcrnlely spi"/*\ chance
Fes  she declared defiantly  nny had
That s rrdiculous Gilbert 1

What e asheq s wfe
at?  She prof i

“Haonat woyld
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young Forsythe He knows what we =il hope’
Caroline suddenly leaned forward speaking m a
level vowce  *This has nothing to do with Howat
but with me I am gomg to tell vou at once so
that you can all say what you wish get s angry as
you like and then accept what —what had to be
David and I love each other we are going to be
marred

Gilbert Penny’s surprise slowly gave place to a
dark tide suffusing his countenance You and
David  he half stuttered  getting married — hhe
that  Myrtle was rigid m an mdignation that left
her momentanly without speech Mrs Penny
Howat saw drew imto the slight remoteness from
which she watched the conflicts of her famly I
know Im fenrfully bold yes indecent Carolme
went on  and undutiful impertinent Im sorry
truly for that Perhaps youll forgive me later
But T won t apologize for loving David

Incredible her father pronounced A girll

announcing without the shghtest warrant or au
thority that she imntends to marry And trampling
on her sister s heart m the bargam  Howat ex
postulated  What does 1t matter which he marries?
The mam affair 13 to consohdate the families
The elder glared at lim  ‘Be silent!” he com
manded Howat Pennys ever present resentment
Tose to the surface I am not a gl he stated
“nor yet a mgger And persenally T think David

was extremely wise
9.
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I was sure of 1t Mvrtle cried  “he— he has
talked against me, helped Carohine behind my back’
She sobbed thinly with her arm across her eyes

If I thought anything ke that had occurred ’
thesr father asserted  Hawat would—  he paused
ganng heavily about at Ins famly

llowats il temper arese Yes—? he de
manded with a sharp inflection Be still Howat®
s mother saud unexpectedly This 15 2ll very re
grettable Gilbert  she told her husband  but it 1s
an impossible subject of & Gitbert Penny
continued hotly ~ He wouldnt stay about here’
She rephed cquably  On the contrarv Howat shat
be at Myrtle Torge untidl he himsclf chooses tc
lense *

Honat was conscious of a surprise almost as mo
g as that prctured on his father s countcnanat
He had never heard Tsabel Penny speal in that man
per before perhaps at last she would reveal what he
had long speculated over —her true, mnmer stu
ation  But he saw at once that he wag to be agaw
disappointed  the speaker was immediately enveloped
1 her detichment the mir that scemed almost one of
a spectator an the Penny houschold  She smuled de-
precatingly  How fine she was Howsl thought
Giltert Yennv did not readily recover from his con
sternation  hus surprise had notably ncreased to
that His mouth was open s face red and ag
tated Before the cluldren, Isabel” he com
planed ¢ Dont know what to think  burely
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surely you dont uphold Howat? Outrageous con
duct of 1t s true  And Myrtle so gentle never hurt
any one 1 her hife  Myrtle aircled the table and
found a place in Ius arms  If they had only told
me  she protested If Carolne —  He patted
her flushed checks ¢ Dont gne 1t another
thought he directed & girl as pretty as you'
Il take you to London where youll have a string
of men not Quakers fine as peacochs  He bent
his gaze on his son
Didn t I tell vou last evening that the cast metal
has been light? he demanded  Must I beg you
to go to the Furnace? Or perhaps that too conflicts
Wwith your mothirs fears for you There are
stumps 1n the road  There was a whisper of shirts
at the door and Ludowika Winscombe stood smibing
at them Myrtle turned her tear swollen face upon
her fathers shoulder Howat wondered if Ludo
wila had slept He cndeavoured m vam to dis
cover from her serene countenance something of her
thoughts of what had occurred He had & sudden
1nspiration
1 can go to Shadrach as soon as Adam saddles
& horse he told his father You were curious
about the Furnace he added to Tudowiha masking
the keen anxiety he felt at what was to follow s
a sunny day & pleasant ride She answered with
out a trace of feeling other than a casual politeness
Thank you smce 1t will be my only opportumty

11 have to change  Sle was gazing Howat dis
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covered lightly at Isabel Penny “T must get the
figures from Schwar lus father said  Before he
1eft the room hie moved to his wifes side, rested his
hand on her shoulder  She looked up at lam with a
reassuning nod  Howat saw that whatever 1t might
be the bond between them was secure stronger than
rny differences of prejudices or blood more potent
than tume 1tself The group the stram sbout the
table broke up
The horses footed abreast over the road that

crossed the hills and forded the watered swales be
tween Myrtle Forge and the Furnace Ludowiha,
rding astrde enveloped and hooded 1n bottle green
had her face muffled m & linen nding mask  He
wondered vamly what cxpression she bore  Speech
he found unexpectedly difficult  ITis passion mounted
and mounted within lum all lus bang swept unresist
mglymats hd  Howat said at last

Are you still so angry at life at yourself? *

No* she replicd 1 slept that foolishness away
T must have sounded like a character 1n The Lumng
Valet Her present moad obscurely troubled lum
he mfinitely preferred her 1n the pale crumpled silk
and candle hight of the evening before T wish I
could tell vou what T feel” he smid moodily

VWhy not? she rephed It s the most amus
g thing possible  You advance and T seem to re
treat you reach forward and grasp—my fan o
handful of petticoat vou protest and sulk —

Perhaps it Vauzhall he interrupted her sav
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agely “but not here not like that not with me
Tgl:sy\s not a gavotte I didnt want st 1 tned to
get away butit you had me 1 o breath At once
1t wes all over  God hnows whatitas  Call st love
It 1t a thing under a hedge I tell you that for
an hour Ita stronger than anything else that will
ever touch me 1t will last longer Like falling
mto & tner  Perhaps Im different a black Penny
but what other men take Like water & woman 1s
brandy for me Im—Im not used to 1t I
haven t wanted Kate here and Mary there but only
you Ive got to have you he said with a marked
smpliaty  Ive got to or there will be a bad
smash

Ludowila rode slently hid i her mash He
urged hus horse closer to her and laid & hand on her
swaymg shoulder I didnt choose this’ he re-
peated  the blames somewhere else  He felt a
tremor run through her Why say blame?? she
finally answered T hate moraliies and excuses
and tears If you are set on beg gloomy and
talking to heaven about damnation take 1t sll
away fromme A shadow moved across the coun
tryside and he saw clouds nising out of the north,
A sudden wind swept through the still forest and 1m
mediately the air was aflame with rushing autemn
leaves  They fell across Howats face and eddied
about the horses legs The grey bank deepened in
space the sun vamshed the wind was bleak Tt
secmed to Howat Penny that the world had changed
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covered lightly at Isabel Penny ¢ X must get the
figures from behwar  hus father smd  Before he
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reassuring nod  Howat saw that whatever it might
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any differences of prejudices or blood more potent
than tme atself  The group the strain about the
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The horses footed abreast over the road that
crossed the hills and forded the watered swales be
tween Mirtle Forge and the Furnace Ludowha
nding astnde enveloped and hooded 1n bettle green
had her face muffed m a hnen niding mask  He
wondered vamiy what cxpression she bore  Speech
he found unespectedly difficult  Ifis passion mounted
and mounted withiws lnm all hus being swept unresist
mglv mits tid  Howat said at last

¢ Are you still so angry at life at yourself?*

No she replied I siept that foolishness awav

I must have sounded hhe a character 1 J'he Liyng
Valet  Her present mood obscurely troubled lum
he mfimtely preferred her m the pale crumpled silh
and candle hight of the evenng before  #T wish I
could tell vou what I feel he sad moodilv
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agely  but not here mnot like that not with me
Ths 13 not & gavotte I didnt wantat I tred to
get anay but it you had me1n a breath At once
it was all over God hnows whatitis  Call 1t love
It 1snt a thing under a hedge I tell you that for
an hour  Its stronger than anything else that will
ever touch me 1t will last longer Like faliing
mto a rver  Perhaps I'm different a black Penny
but what other men take like water a woman 1s
brandy for me Im—Im mnot used to 2t I
haven t wanted Kate here and Mary there but only
you Ive got to have you he said with a marked
simphety Ive got to or there will be 2 bad
smash

Ludowska rode silently hid m her mask He
urged his horse closer to her and lard a hand on her
swaymg shoulder I didnt choose this he re
peated  the blames somewhere else He fclt 2
tremor run through her ~ Why say blame? she
finally answered I hate morahties and excu es
and tears If you are set on bemng gloomy and
talkmg to heaven sbout damnation take 1t &l
away from me A shadow moved across the coun
tryside and he saw clouds rising out of the north
A sudden wind swept through the still forest and mm
mediately the air was aflame with rushing autumn
leaves They fell across Howats face and cddied
about the horse Jegs The grey bank deepened mn
space the sun vamshed the wind was bleah It

seemed to Howat Penny that the world had changed
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its gold strichen to dun and gaunt branches mn an
mstant  The rosd descended to the clustered stone
houses about Shadrach Furnace

The horses were left under the shed of the smithy
at the primitive cross roads Thomas Gilkan had
gone to the river about a purchase of casting sand
but expected to be back for the evening run of metal
Fanny was away, Howat learned visiting Dan Hesa s
famly They would of course have dinner at the
Heydricks  and the latter sent a boy home to pre-
pare his mife  Ludowiha and Howat aumlessly fol
fowed the turning road that mounted to the coal
house A levelled and beaten path bwit up with
stone Ied out to the top of the stack where a group
of sooty figures were gathered about the clear al
most smoheless flame of the blast Below they
hingered on the grassy edge of the stream banhed
apminst the hiflsde and flooding smoothly to the
clamorous fall and revolving wheel by the wood shed
that covered the bellows Tointed downward the
lattcr spasmodically discharged a yush of air with
a vast creasing of their dusty leather A procesmon
of men were wheeling and dumping siag into a dreary
area beyond  There was a stir of constant life
about the Purnace voices ealling the ringng of
metal on metal the ercak of barrows dops bark
g The plamtive melody of & German sang rose
on the air

Behund n blood red screen of sumach ITowat agnm
Lissed Ludowiha Her arms tightened ahout Ius
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neck  she raised her face to hum with an abandon
that blinded him to the world about and hus entire
being was drawn 1n an agony of desire to his lips
She sank limply into lus rgid embrace & warm sensu
ous burden with parted Iips

At the Heydrichs he ate senselessly whatever
was placed before im  The house sohdly bult of
grey stone traced with wron had two rooms on the
lower floor The table was set before a fireplace
that filled the length of the wall 1ts mantel a great
roughly squared log mortared into the stomes on
aither ssde  Small windows opened through deep em
brasures a door bound with flowering wrought
hinges faced the road and a narrow flight of stairs
with a pohshed rail and white post led above  Mrs
Heydrick a large woman m a capacious Holland
apron and worsted shoes moved about the table with
steaming pewter trenchards while Heydrick and therr
guests dined

Howat Penny s face burned as 1f from a violent
fever s vems 1t seemed were channels through
which ran burnng wine He was deafened by the
tumult withn him  Heydrich s voice sounded flat
and blurred They were conscrous at Shadrach of
the thin quality of the last metal The charge had
been poorly mad up he Heydrick had said at
once when the cinders had come out black that the
hme had been short His word fled through
Howat s bram like racing birds  the latter s motions
were unsteady wexact
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The clouds had now widened m a sagging plamn
across the sky, some scattered ram pattered coldly
on the fallen leaves It was pleasant before the
hickory burmng m the deep fireplace the Heydricks
had taken for granted that they would wait there
for Thomas Gilkan and they protested when Howat
and T 1dowika moved toward the door But Howat
was restless bejond any possibility of patiently
hearing VMrs Heydrick s cheerful trivial tall  He
was 5o clumsy with Ludowiha s cloak that she took
1t from lim and with a careless femmine scorn 1n
common with Mrs Heydrich got mto 1t without as
sistance  They stood for a while 1n the cast house
watching a keeper roling and preparing the pig
bed for the cvening flow They were pressed close
together m a profound gloom of damp warmth rising
from the wet sand and furnace An obscure figure
moved a heavy and famtly clanging pile of tamping
bars The sound of ran on the roof grew louder,
contimuous A poignant and then stranghng emo
tion clutched at Howat Penny s throat Silently
they turned from the murky interior

A grey rain was plastering the leaves on the soggy
ground puddles accumulated n the scarred road
the smole from the smithy hung low on the roof At
the left a small stone house had & half opened door
Ludowiha looked within ¢ For storing Howat
told her  Inside were piled sledges and cinder hooks
bars and moulds and bales of tanned hides Ludo
wika explored in the shadows A sudden eddy of
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guthered about the furnace hearth m wiich he
saw ‘Thomas Gilhan He moved forward to eall
the latter but a tapping was i progress and he was
forced to wait  Gulhan swupg u long bar agamst &
low clay face and mstantly the murky mterior was
ebleze with & crackhing radiance sgmnst which the
tense figures wavered mn magmfied sithouettes  The
metal pourcd out of the furnace n a continuous
bhnding wlute explosien hung with fans of sparkhmg
goid the chaunels of the pig bed rapidly filled with
the flod wron

Tinally Hownt Penny hfted Ludowiha to her sad
dle and snurg mself up at her side  The romn had
stopped belew the eastern rim of cloud an expanse
showed serenely clear Ther horses soberly took
the nse bevond Shadrach Furnace and werged nto
the gathermg dush of the forest road A deep tran
quility had succeeded the tempest of Honats emo
tions 1t would not contimue he hnew already the
pressure of immense new difficulties gathered about
hmm but  momentandy he ignored them He
searched hus feelings curiously

Fhe faet that struck hum most sharply was that
he was utterly without remorse for what had oe
curred 1t had been mewitable  He expener ced none
of the fears agamst which Ludowiha had exclrumed
He hingered over no sell accusahions the reproach
of aduftery  He was absolutely unable then to think
of ¥elix W inscombe exeept 83 a person generally un

concerned  If he repeated sifently the term husband
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1t was without any sense of actualty the satirical
individual m the full bottomed wig now absent m
Maryland had no importance i the passionate situ
ation that had ansen between Ludowika and himself
Felix Winscombe would of course have to be met
dealt with but so would a great many other exterior
conditions

Ludowiha, 1 her linen mask was emgmatic a
figure of mystery A complete silence continued be
tween them at times they ambled with hus hand on
her body then the inequabties of the road forced
them apart The clouds dissolved the sky was nn
maculate green with dawning stars hike dim wlate
flowers A famt odour of the already mouldermg
year rose from the wet earth Suddenly Ludowika
dragged the mesk from her face Quivering with
intense feeling she cried

Im glad Howat! Howat Im glad'

He contrived to put an arm about her crush her
to hum for a precarious moment We have had
an unforgettable day out of fe  she contimued rap
dly  that 1s somethmg It has been different
strangely apart from all the rest The ram and
thet musty hittle store house and the wonderful 1ron
a memory to hold carry away —

To carry where? he interrupted Y ou must
realize that T1l never let you go now I will hecp
you 1f we have to go beyond the Endless Mountans
T will keep you i the face of any man or opposition

created
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A wistfulness scttled upon her out of which grew
o shght hope I am afrad of myself Howaty
she told am  all that I have been my hfe—
agosnst me  But perhaps here, with you 1 mght
be different  Perhaps I would be constanmt Ter
haps all the while I have needed this  Howat do
you think so? Do you think I eould forget so much
drop the past from me be all new and happy?’

He reassured her only half mtent upon the bur
deon of her woxds  He utterly disvegarded anything
proustonnl s thesr posiion happiness or unhap
piness were unconsidered in the oterwhelming de
termmation that she should never leave hum  No
remote question of that entered s bram  The &f
ficulties were many but he disnussed them with an
wpattent gesture of his unoccupied hand  Gilbert
Penny would be heavily censorions he had Howat
recogmzed the moral prejudices of a solid un
magmatine bloed  But latehy s fatber had sunk
to a place comparatively snngmficant 1 lus thoughts
This was partly due to the complete manuer m
which Isabel Penny had silenced the elder at break
fast  His mother Howat pladly flt would gue
lum the sympathy of o wise broad understanding
Dassd and Caroline would iterpose no serious ob-
Jection  Felix Winscombe remaned & winile figure
mn spite of hus years o man of assured posttron and
8 bitter will

He determmned to speak on the day thet Felix
Winscombe returned from inuapols there would be
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no concealment of what had occurred and wo hy
pocrisy A decent regret at Winscombe s supreme
loss  7The other would not relmquish Ludowiha
without a struggle ¥ho wonld? It was concery
able that he would summon the assistance of the
law concervable but not probable the situation had
its centre 1n a purely personal pnde  Nothing es
sential could be won legally A physical encounter
way far more lihely Howat thought of that coldly
He had no chivalrous nstinct to offer himself as 2
s0p to conventional honour Jn any struggle ex
change of shots he intended to be victorious
He would have the nanung of the conditrons

Its beautiful here Ludowika broke into his
speculations  the great forests and Myrtle Forge
I can almost picture myseclf directing servants Itke
your mother getting supphes out of the store and
watching the charcoal ard 1ron brought down to the
Forge 'The sound of the hammer has become a
part of my drcams And you Howat—1I have
never before had a feelng lke this for & man
There s a little fear m 1t even It must be stronger
than the other than Europe I want 1t to be
They could ser below them the lighted windows at
Myrtle Forge The horses turned ungurded mto the
curving way across the lawn A figure stood obse
quionsly at the door it was Howat saw with deep
automatic Tevulsion the Italian servant He won
dered agam impatiently at the persistently unpleas
ant impression the other made on ham  Gilbert
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Peuny was watting i the hall and Howat told b
fully the result of hus imvestigabion

His father nodded, satisfied  *lou are tahing
hold a great bat better,” he was obuously pleasca

We must go over the whole tron situation with the
Forsythes Its twe you and Dawid stepped for
ward | am getting bothered by new compheations
the thing 15 spreading out so rapidly — steel and o
thousand new methods and refinements  And the
Englsh opposthon Im afrad youll com. mte
that

Ludowtha dhd not agam appear that evaung and
Howat sat nformally before » blazing hearth with
s mother Gilbert Penny and Carolme “Myrile
had retircd with & headache  Howat felt pleasantly
setthd almost muddie-aged he smoked & pipe with
the didibernte gestures of lus father  He wondered
at the loss of s old restlessness his revolt from just
such plaaid scenes as the present  Neter he had
thought would he b caught bound with midons
affechions, desires  Howat, a8 black Pennvt He
hed been subjugated by a force stronger than lus
rebellious spmt  Suddenly, recalling Ludowlas
doubt, he wondered 5f he would be & subject toxt al
wavz. Al the elements of Ins caphivity lay so en
tirely outside of hum beyond his power te measure
or camprehend that e fechng of halplessness came
over . He agmin had the sense of beng swept
twisting 1 &n wrenstible flood  But Ins confusion

was domnsded by one great assurance ~— nothing
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should deprive him of Ludowika An mntoxicating
memory 1avaded him touched every nerve with de
light and a tyranmeal hunger His fibre seemed to
crumble Ius knees turn to dust Vears ago he had
been porsoned by berries and hmpness almost like
this had gone softly, treacherously, through hum
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HLY entered snto & period of seeret con
E tentment and understapding  Ludowike
duwsplayed a grave snterest m the detasls
of the house and won et “Myrtle Forge he esplamed
the processes that resulted i the wrought blooms
despatched by tons m the lumbersng mule-drawn
wagons  They eeplored the farm where she hs
tened approvingly to the changes he proposed mak
g hitchen pardens to be planted the hedges of
roses and grovelled paths to be lasd ~— for her She
suggested en Italan waik latticed above with &
stone seat and was mdicating o corner that might
be transformed mnto & semblance of an angle of
Versadies when suddenly she stopped nnd clasped
hus wrst
Not hot! she excamed with surprisig
energy Well hase no T'rance no court here,
but only Amenca only you and myself with ne
past no memornies but just the future * How that
was to be reabized nesther of them conudered they
svaded all practical sssacs difficnlbies  They never
mentioned Telix ¥vanscombe s name  However a
long communcation came from Jum for e wale
She read 1t thoughtfully in the drawing room awast
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g dinner  No one else but Howat was present and
ke was standing with his hand on her shoulder

Felix hasnt been well she remarked presently

Eor the first time he has spoken to me of hus age
'}fhc Maryland affair drags and that has wearied
nm

What does he say about returnmg? Howat
bluntly asked
Shortly he hopes that 13 m another ten days

He says there 13 a good ship the Lindanura by the
mddle of November  Howat saxd  Excellent
Ludowika gazed at him swiftly It will be diffi
eult  His face became grim but he made no direet
reply A silence fell on the room through which
vibrated the blows of the trip hammer at the Forge
The day was grey and defimtely cold a small cannon
stove glowed 1n the countmg house but Ludowika
Lept mostly to her room  She sent hum a note by the
Italian and Howat eyed the fellow bowing 1o the
doorway A flexibility that seemed entirely without
bones  His eves were Jet shts his lips shaven and
mobile a wig was repulsively saturated with scented
greasc Yt 1t was not m actual detals that
he oppressed Howat but by the vague suggestion of
debasing commendations of surreptitious under

standing msinuations He secmed absurdly un
real a symbol the intent of which Howat mssed he
suppressed an insane movement to touch the Italan
discover if he was actually before him

He reread Ludowiha s note Whenever he was not
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nctunlly employed in recordmg uatil he was obhped
o conceal at in the Norge book

Later Abner Forsythe arrmed with Davd and
there was a stir of preparing rooms and communica
tion with the farm  Dauids mother was dead and
Abuer conducted the nedding negotiations with the
Penmss ¥ thought 1t would be the prettv httle
one  he said at the table with a Quaher disregard of
small meeties of feclng  but Gilbe t any girl of
sours sould be more than the young men of the pres
ent deserve I was a diffieult comversation for every
one but Ludowiha and Abner Forsythe A greater
ease appeared after supper Dawid and Caroline
thsappearcd m the direction of the clavichord from
which sounded some scattered perfunctory measures
The two elder men returned over a decanter of
Trench spirsts to the inevitable and engrossing sub
Jeet of iron and the Crown regulations \[yrile sat
stfly before the fireplace with Ysabel Pepny and
Howat moved up and aeress the room Ius gaze hang
on Ludowika spread 1 an expanse of orange chiffon
and bald siver tracery on the small sofa

She smiled ot him once but for the most part she
was lost mn reverv  Ludowiha had o fon to hold
aganst the fire and her white fingers were playving
with s polished blach stichs and glazed paper
printed with an ornamental bay of music A famt
colour stained her cheehs as he watched her and set
hiy heart tumoltuously beating  He told himself
aver and over with an unabated sense of wonder
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that she was his  He longed for the moment when
they could discard all pretence snd be frankly com
Pletely together That must happen after ¥ ehx
Winscombe arrived Meanwhile he was forced to
content humself with a look & quick or Ingering con
tact of fingers the crush of her body sgamst his
momentarly mn & passage They had returned once
to the rock where he had first been intoxicated by
her 1 a strangling wave of emotion he had tahen
her into lus arms but she had brohen away  The
width of the stream and screen of trees had appar
ently diconcerted Ludowika and she contrned to
make him feel mnexcusably young awhward

But usually he dominated her there was a depth
to his passion that achieved patience the calmness of
tnassalable fortitude  She gezed at lum often wath
& surprise that bordered on fear a am she would
delight 1n s mastery beg him to hold her forevcr
safe against the past He reassured her of i gbil
1ty and determination to accomplish that there was
not the shadow of a doubt i his own mid He
was more troubled now than formerly but he was
vager for the chmax to pass mmpatient to ¢laim hus
own

As of a dam had been agam thrown across the
flood of his emotions he felt them mounting grow
g more and more irrepressible  He slept in fever
1sh snatches with gaps m which he stared wide-eyed
nto the dark trymng to reahze his commng jov
wisualizzng Ludowika 2 brilliant apparttion of flow
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mg sk, on the night He thought of the store
house at the furnace of the rain beating en the
roof and Ludowiha God, 1f that ald man wonld
only return go lease them! The clouds vamshed
and left the mghts cmerald clear the constellations
ghittered m frosty mmensities of mience  He stood
at the open window with lus shoulders bare reselling
m the cold axr that flowed over him, dulying wnter
death itself  The moon waned unmutably

Dasid was now &t Shadrach Furnace hviag with
the Heydricks and the nccessities that brought him
to Myrtl, Forge were endlcss  He was absolutely
happy and Hownt watched hum with mingled long
g and envy  His affair darker more tregie in
spite of & consummation that must be joyous seemed
wfimtely more mature Carolne was a mee enough
gl bat Ludowika was supremely fascmating
Dand amused ham

¢ Caroline 13 8 nuracle  Of course there are pret
tier and Mrs Winscombe has more air but none has
Caroline s charmng manner Of course you have
uoticed st Y ven u thich headed brother couldn’t
muss that  We have plans for you teo And sts
na good your lookmg glum we ll glum you ™

The amusement faded from owat s countenance
and he histened sullenly to the end of the radlery
His temper was growing dmily more uneven the de-
hght had largely left his refiections s passion
had became too wsistent for happy cosjectunog
the wimens of Ludowika now only tormented him.
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Her eyes were Like burming sapphires her warm
palms earessed his face he was increasingly gaunt
and shadowed Once he gave a note for her to the
Italian servant loathing the hand that adraitly cov
ered the folded sheet the other s oblique smule but
she sent back word that she was suffermg from a
headache He began to plan so that he would mter
cept her in unexpected places She too wes pas
sionate 1 her admissions but somehow some one
always stumbled toward them or they were sum
moned from beyond He began to feel that this was
not mere chance but desired deliberately courted
by Ludowika Very well he would end 1t all asat
were with a shout when Felix Winscombe came back

When Felix Winscombe came back!

He was too 1ncreasmgly aware of his mother s
scrutiny  Howat was certam that Isabel Penny had
surmised & part of s feehng for Ludowika He
didn ¢t greatly care any one might hnow he thought
contemptuously It had destroyed his sympathetic
feeling for his mother the only considerate bond
that had existed with his family  Unconsciously he
Placed her on one side of a line the other he d only
Ludowika and himself

He explamed this to her m a sere reach of the
garden It was afternoon the sun low and a haze
on the hills Ludowika had on a scarlet wrap
cunously vivid agamst the withered brown aspect
of the faded flower stems You and me he re-

peated  She gazed, without answermng at the bar
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rier of hills that closed in Myrtle Forge From the
thickets ceme the clear whisthing of partridges, in
tensifymg the unbroken tranquility that surrounded
the habstations Howat was suddenly conscious of
the pressure of vast, unguessed regions primitive
forces Jhumtable wildernesses It brought upper
most 1n hun & corresponding zest 1in the sheer spa
ciousness of the land a feehng always mntensified by
the thought of Lngland ¢ The Provnce’ he sad
disjointedly “a place for men  Did you sce those
that followed the road this morning? Perhaps five
with their women some pach horses kitchen tms and
hide tents  The men wore buchshin and furred caps
and the women s shirts were sewed leather  One was
tramping along with a feeding baby W ell God
knows where they have been how many days they
have walked their shoes were 1n shreds  And ther
faces thin and serious have looked steadily over
rifles at death The women too Youll only get
them here, 1n a big country & new —

¢ They were ternible  Ludowika declared  sav
age I was glad when they were by  The baby st
the womans great breast! she shuddered ot he
memory Like ammals

He gazed at her with a shight surprise he had
never heard her speak so Intterly  He san her more
clently than ever before as if her words ha2 illumt
nated her extraordinary delicacy of bemg had made
wisible all the infimte refinements of which she was
the result  He had a recurrence of lus sense of her
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weongrmty here balanced on polished black pat
tens agamst the darkemng hills The sun dsap
peared there was a cool flare of yellow light and a
feeling of impending evenmg  The Iulls were wndigo
the forest a dimmer gold a wind moved audible m
the dry leaves

Ludowika gasped ¢ Its so-—so huge she said

all the lonely mles At times I can t bear to think
of it A fant dread mvaded him Last mght
when T couldn t sleep a thing howled m the woods
And I got thinking of those naked men at the Forge
with their eyes rimmed in black and — and —*

He disregarded the publicity of their position and
put an arm about her shoulders in an overwhelming
mpulse to calm and reassure her but she slipped
anay 11 be all right agam  she promsed  but
I think 1t s more cheerful with the candles Tell
get your sister to play Belshazzar and pretend we re
across the green from St James

A mood darher than any he had lately known set
tled over lim Tt was natural for Ludowika to be
lonely at first but m a httle she would grow to love
the wild Like humself She must The Province was
to be her lfe He was standing before the fire
the informal chamber beyond the dimng room watch
mg s mother s vigorous hands deftly engaged mn
embroidery There was no one present and a sud
den totally desperate recklessness possessed hm
Tsabel Pennv sad

¢ Mr Vinscombe will be here shortly
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&7 wish 1t would be to mght” he declared  She
raised her calm gaze with brows arched m mquiry
There 15 something~— he broke off ¢ She be
Tongs to me  he said 1m a low, harsh voiee, and not
to that old man
Mrs Penny sccured her needle and put the Lolour
ful web aside  She was as he had been sure she
would be entirely composed admirable Her ques
tioning look grew keener 1 was afraid of that,’
she admtted simply ¢ after the first It 1s very
unpleasant and difficult  Fhis 15 not London, and
your father will make no allonances You are not
any casier to bend Howat With Mrs Viuns
combe — she paused Iamnotcertain  But there
1s no doubt about the husband
She belongs to me  he raiterated sullenly
There 13 no need for you to make yourself of
fensively clear I know somcthing of details of that
Lind T told you once that they mght mean only &
very little to — to certain women I am not pre
pared to judge about that But I know jou what
bitter feeling you are capable of ‘You are a very
pure man Howat and for that reason such an
occurrence would tear vou up and across There
13 no use w begging you to be cauticus diplomatic
Mr Winscombe too 13 very determmed he has
many advantages — matunity coldness expenence
He wont spare you, ether Its excessively un
fortunate
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* T get at over as quchly as possible X didn't
want the thing to happen 1t wasn t from any choice
2t hit me Ide & bullet  Nothing else 1s of the shght
est mmportance Ive gome over this agam and
agam Il tell im and let lum try what he can
Ludowihas gone from-—{from the fireworks and
fiddles and stinhing courts Ive got her and by
God It heep lLer!

Talk quietly you can t shout yourself wto this
Are you certam that Mrs Wmscombe really find
the courts — stinhiegr I romember at first  she
stopped Even m the mdst of passion he his
tened for what revelation she might mahe but none
followed  She was silent for a mumute They be-
come a habit she saud finally  love loves become
2 habit  Only men brought up 1 the same atmos
phere can understand At first Felte Winscombe
il be infuriated with you for speaking then he will
reahze more and the trouble will follow Are you
certain that you have comprehended? It would be
stupid to misteke anm ¢pisode you would succeed
only in making yourself ridiculous

He Lifted up both Ins hands and closed them with
a quiering relentless farce

Truly Isabel Penny remarled truly I be
gm to be sorry for her  There i1s something she has
Yet to learn about men Nothing can be sad and
that 1s what your father will not penetrate Howat,

T am even a hittle afrad now That I believe
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13 unusual for me  It’s vour blackness, ke powder
The explosion can lall  Nothing may be smd  Lafe
drags us along by the hair®

Her questions about Ludowika jomed to the mem
ory of the latter s revulsion from the primitive condt
tions of the Province and added to the heaviness of
lus heart He mentally demed his mothers sug
gestions, drove them from hum but they left a famt
enduning, stng a vague unrest His passion for
Ludowiha swelled dominated him he forgot every
thing but Ins own supreme desire Nothing else
stood before 1ts flood all thought of Ludowikas
final happiness was lost with the aother detritus
The tense closing, of Ins hands had symbolized his
feehng s mtent  He held her m a manner as
nakedly primtise as the incheate sexuality of the
emotion that had engulfed hum

I udowiha did not appear for supper and he was
possessed by a misery of vague apprehensions He
must bnow somethung of her thoughts have a token
from her of some fceling libe his own and warting he
stopped the Itahian on the stairs  The latter knew
his purpose immediately without a spoken word
and he followed Howats brusque gesture to hu
room I hastily wrote a note and the latter
brought lum back a reply only partly satisfactory
with an air of relish  Tor the first time the affmr
nad the hateful appcarance of an intngue hke &
court adventure It vas the Italian servant Ifowat

decided  and immcdiately he recogmized why he dis
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liked the other —it was becaus he expressed an
aspect of slyness that lay over Ludowika and himself
He put that from him too but 1t was like brushing
away cobwebs His hunger for Ludowibe ncrcased
all the while 1t became more burmingly material n
safiable atd concrete

On the day following she clung to lum when op
Pportunity offered with a desperate energy of emo
fon . You must hold me tighter she told him
Iler mood rapidly changed and she complamed of
the eternal pervasive fall of the forge hammer

It will drive me mad® she declared almost wildly

I can t bear to think of its going on and on vear
after year hst ming to 1t——  He heard her with
sombre eyes She had come to the counting house
empty for the moment but for themselves and stood
With her countenance shadowed by a frown I
the hammer stops he replied waving his hand
largely  all this the Pennys stop too Im afraid
that sound of beating out men will be slways
wrought through our bves  You will get accustomed
tort—

Her expression grew petulant resentful Do
vou mean that we couldn ¢ perhaps go to England
1f —f I wanted?  He moved closcr to her brush
g th arcumference of her shirt ¢ You ashed me
1o hold you to heep you from the past ard 1 am
going to do 1t London 1s all that you wish to for
get 1t must go completely out of your Life never
finger you agam A fant dread that deepened al
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ruost to antagomsm was wisible on her countenance
1 suppose to men talk like that seems a sign of
strength of possession but 1t doesn t ampress women,
really  You see, women give, or clsc-—there 1s
nothing
I had no thought of impressing you * he said
surply ‘T only repeated what came into my mnd,
what I mean It would be a mistake for me to take
you to Lngland and make both of us miserable  Be
side there 15 more to tend here than 11 ever accom
plish’  She objected, But othcr people, work-
men will do the actual labour  Surely you are not
gong to heep on with anvthing so vulgar—" she
mdicated the office and desks Her features sharp
ened with contempt  *11l not be & clerk,’ he told
her gravcly But I am responsible for a grest
deal  You should understand that for you showed
it to me  Most of what T am now has been you'®
He reached out Ius hands to her 1n a wave of tender
ness but she evaded lim  She stood arresolute for
& moment and ther abruptly turned and disappeared
A white rim of new moon grew visible at the edge
of dusk and he stoed gazing at 1t before he entered
the dweling A dull unrcst had become part ou
his mner tumult a premomtion falling over hum like
an adsancing shadow But above all us vague
fears rose the hnowledge that he would never let
Ludowika go from him that was the root of Ius
beaing  Now she could never leave um It was

natural he assured lumself again that she shonld
102



THL FURNACE

feel doubts at first everything here was so different
from the Iife she had known and women were van
sble  He would have to understand that learn to
date himself to ch surface moods
inmevable underneath
She had put on for supper he saw a daring dress
and her expression was that which he had first noted
wdifferent shghtly scoffing Her shoulders and
arms gleamed under fragle gauze her bodice was
hardly more than a caress of silk  He watched her
every movement and got & sort of satisfaction from
the knowledge that she grew mereasingly disturbed
at his unwavermng scrutiny  His mother s attitude
toward Mrs Winscombe had not changed by a shade
an anflection  she was correctly cordiel m her
shightly distant manner
In the ebb and flow of the eveming Howat was left
with Ludowika for a httle and he bent over her
Lissing her sharply She was coldly unresponsive
and he Lissed her agam trymng vamly to bring some
warmth to her Iips  She did not avord him actually
bu he felt that something m her essential shipped
aside from his caress His emotion changed to a
mounting anger You will have to get over this
now or later he asserted She sad surprisimgly
¢ Fehx will be home this week  He stood with ar
arm half raised his head turned as he had been ar
rested by her period
Well?  he demanded stupidly Her tone had
been beyond his comprehension  Fehx  she went
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on, apparently at random ©3s very satwsfactory’
Something of her intent penctrated his stunned fac
ufties He advanced toward her darh with rage
Andathess  he veplied ¢at will do tam no good
It will do you no good 1f you think-— he broke off
from an accession of emotion ¢ What damned
thing are you thinking of?’
The Princess Amehia s stockings * she answered
pertly
Youll never put them on her agam, hke any
dirty chamber maid
Felix the end of tlis week” she repeated
“IN Wl lim  Howat whispered  af he hits a
hand Il shoot lum through the head This was
forced on me some one elsc responsible can pay
Her chin was up her expression moching Rudic
ulous like any cloddish countryman * She walhed
deliberately away seated herself 1n a graceful eddy
of panniered sith
A cold torment succecded hus rage he had the feel
ing of heing hopelessly trapped, shfing in Ins pas
sion e followed her ¢ Ludowiha this 1s hornble
50 soon I am willing to think that T am to blame
stupid no experience  You will have to be patient
with me  Naturally everythmg now-— he broke
off aud wandered to a window holding amde the
draperies gazing out into the mght  The sky wns
s0 luminous that the barriers of surrounding hills
were printed clearly against starry space  The
forest swept about 1n a dark vall nowhere could be
12%
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seen a ghmpse of hahitation  He heard the waver
mg cry of an owl

The Province immense secretsve! Paper lanterns
strung 1 parks Inid music provocative smiles only
playing with the heart! It was tremendously un
fortunate Why must they suffer so unreasonably?
Something he was cemtam had gone wrong it lay
both within them and outside a force dierted 2
purpose unaccomplished It bent broke them like
two twigs they were no more than two bubbles
momentarily reflecting the sky on a profound depth
A wind stirred oppressed them and they were gone
A great pity for Ludowika took its place mn his
feelinge  He was sorry for humself Suddenly the
rustle of her skirts approached

An infimtely seductive warm arm crept about his
neck she sbandoned herself to & ruthless embrace
¢ Its been wonderful Howat and—and 1t 1snt
over yet Nothing lasts 1ts a mistake to demand
too much. We must take what we may Perhaps
even later—n London No dont imnterrupt me
After all P'm wiser than you are X was swept away
for a httle Impossibalities I am what I am
1 was always that msde of me If the longing I
told you about had been stronger 1t and not the
court would have made me but 1t was no more than
a ghmpse seen from a window a thmng far away
Td pever reach it This now has been the best of
me all

He had a mingled sense of the truth and futihty of
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her words It was as if Ius passion stood apart {from
them dommatng them lashing lim with desire
Nothing she might say no necessity nor effort, could
free them  The uselessness of words smote hum
She spoke again an urgent flow of dulcet sound
agamst his ear but 3t was without meaning lost 1n
the drumming of s blood The shir of fect ap
proached and he released her moving to the fire
place It was Caroline She stopped awkwardly
adraneing & needless explanation of a trivial errand
from the doorway and vamshed

His position at Myrtle Forge was fast becoming
mpossible  There would be an explosion now at any
moment  He tool the fire tongs and idly rearranged
th wood on the hearth The flames blazed more
brightly thar reflection sqmrmed over the lacquer
frames on the walls gleamed michly on pohished black
walnut and fell across the Turkev floor carpet It
even reach d through the pale candle ight and fhieh
cred on Tudowihas dull red gown, flowered and
clouded with blue  She was turned away from him
agatnst the window her shoulders drooped in an at
hitude of dejcction The flames died away agam



X

UDOWIKA S manner toward him became
self possessed even ammated and Howat
thought preoccupied She was expectant

with a shghtly impatient 2ir as if she were looking
beyond s shoulder The cause oceurred to him m
& flash that igmited Ins anger like & ready charged
explosive  She was waiting desining the return of
her husband  Felix Winscombe she thought would
mean —escape He used the word delberately
realizmg that that now expressed her attitude to
ward the Province toward im It made no differ
ence m s feehng for her his determmation that
nothing should tahe her from him His power of
detachment vamshed he became utterly the mstru
ment of his passion

He didn t press upon her small expressions of his
emotion somehow without struggle she had made
them seem foolsh beyond that they were imade
quate He was conscious of the approach of a great
chmax his feeling was above the satisfaction of triv
1l caresses Soon he told himself soon he would
absolutely possess her for as long as they Ined
Ultimately she must be happy with him He
thought the same things m & ccaseless round he
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walled almost without s ht dischargng mechan
aeally the routine of dmly existence answering, m
entable quenes m a porfunctory, dull vowee  Myr
tle Forge made & distant bachground of ymmaterial
colours and sounds for the shightly moching figure
of Ludowiha

In md afternoon David armved with o face stung
scarlet by beating wind, and a clatter of hoofs  Ile
mmedhately found Gilbert Penny, and the two mun
sat together with grave faces lowered voices
Howat who had left the counting house at the sound
of the hurried approach caught a few words as he
drew near the others

a bad attach crumpled lum up Coming

out from the oty now  ‘They were talling about
Felix Winscombe who 1t appeared had been as
saulted by a kmfelihe pain  and was returning
to Myrtle Forge Watlow saw no reason why 1t
should be dangerous  Danid continued  he thunks
perhaps 1t came from unusual excrtions entertain
g A little rest he says  Tlc thinks the Wins
combes woll be able to sal on the Lindamira ns they
planned

Tudowiha listened seriously ta Gilbert Penns s
few temperate words of preparation ¢ has had
a pamn like that before  she told them It alsays
passes away  Lelix s really very strong i spite
of fus nge  Tle wont ordinaniy go to bed but 111
msist on that nos smply for rest  Jehix Wane

combe appeared at the supper hour  Ie way helped
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out of Abner Forsythes leather hung chase and
assisted mto the house Howat saw him under the
hanging lamp mn the hall with a pamful surprise he
realized that he was gazing at the haggard face of
an old man Before he had never connected the
thought of definite age with Mr VWmscombe The
mans satirical virihty had forhidden any of the
patronage unconsciously extended to the aged

A trace of is fambar moching smile remained
but 1t was tremulous 1t required Howat saw great
effort An mvoluntary admiration possessed him
for the other s unquenchable courage The latter
protested vehemently against bemg led to s room
by Ludowiha but she 1gnored his determination to
go mto supper swept lum away with a firm arm
about his waist

The house took on the shightly strange and dis
ordertd aspect of illness voices were grave low m
the morning Howat learned that Felix Winscombe
had had another wicious attack in the mght Dr
Watlow arrived and demanded assistance Howat
Penny 1n the room where Ludowika s husband lay
exhausted m a bed canopied and draped 1 gay
India sk followed Watlow s actions with a healthy
fecling of revulsion The doctor bared Vims
combe s spare chest then filled a shallow thich glass
with spints  emptymng the latter be set fire to the
terior of the glass and when the blue flame had
expired clapped the cupped interior aver the pros
trate man s heart There was it seemed httle else

19



THE THREE BLACK PENNYS

taat could be done bleeding was judged for the once
unexpeditious

An effort at commonplace conversation was main
tamed at diner Ludowika openly discussed the
arrangements for therr return to London Fehx
Winscombe had rallid from the mght Iis wife said
that 1t was difficult to restrain hum  The most com
fortable provisions she contmued, had been made
for ther passage on the Lindamira  Howat heard
her without resentment  IIc had no w1 I to contra
et her needlesshy even in thought he was 1mmov
ably fived Mr Wanscombe s debilitated return had
completely upset his intentions  An entirdly chffer
ent proceeding would naw be demanded but wath an
wentical end  What pity he felt for the eld  had
nio power to reach or alter s passion

He returned to the counting house and worked
methodically through the afternoon with an mercas
mg sense of being wolved 1n an arresistible move
ment  This gave him a fechng almost of tranquil
Lty from the begmmng he had not been responsible
In the face of illness the Itahan servant proted
utterly undependsble he cringed strchen with
dread from the spectaclo of sufferng  And when
latc an the day Mr Winscombe partislly drugged
with opium grew conscrously weaker Howats as
sistance was required

Tudowiha now rematned an the room with her hus
band snd there was a discrect movement 1 and
out by various members of the household Isabel
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Penny remamed for an hour Carclne took her
place Mpyrtle fluttered uncertamnly m the door
way Through the evening Felix Ynscombe lay
propped on pillows s head covered by a black gros
de Naples cap His keen personality waned and
revived on his long yellow countenance At one
side wigs stood m & row on blocks a brilhant ma
genta coat lay m & huddle on a charr At intervals
he spoke m a thmner Ingher voice than customary
petulantly uneasy or with a famibar sardome 1n
flection At the latter Ludowiha would grow m
menselv cheered She entirely 1gnored Howat on
the occasions when he was m the room  He saw her
mostly bent over leather boxes mto which disap
peared her rich store of silk and gold brocades shoes
of purple morocco soft white shifts Howat
watched her without an emotion wisible on his som
bre countenance

Occesionally Mr Wimscombe s tenuous fingurs
dipped mto a snuff box of black enamel and bril
lants and he hifted hus hand Jangwdly  The mans
vitality his sheer determmation were extraordi
nary Esen now he was far from mmpotence He
had Howat had learned completely dommated the
Provincial Counails forced a mutual compromise and
agreement on them  He spoke of still more compls
cated affeirs awaiting him 1n England  He damned
the Ttalians white iver and threatened to leave
hmn 1n America  Dr Watlow had been forced to re~
turn o the aty
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Through the unaccustomed stir Howal was cease
Jessly aware of hus fechng for Yudowika he thought
of 1t with a sense of shame but 1t casily drowned all
other copsiderstions He continued to speculate
about therr future together YWhatever Ius father
might conclude about hus personal arrangements the
elder wonld see that he was necessary to the future
of the Penny won They might Ine im one of the
autlving stone dwellings at the Forge for the
present  He was glad thet Gilbert Penny that he
was rich  Ludowiha could continue to dress w reaze
fabries, to step m claborate pattens pver the com
mon carth Thar could not help but mfluence as
suage her 10 the end  The Pennys position m the
Provinee too was hogh  the most exclusive assem
bhies were open to them  He regarded his sahisface
tion 1n these details with somethmng of Mr Wins
combe s batter humour  In the past he had repuds
ated them with the utmost scorn  In the past—
dum shapes scenes that appeared to have occurred
years before but winch m reshty reached to last
wmonth trooped through Jus mnd  Youth had van
sshed like a form dropping belund a ll  He looked
back 1t was gone lus fect hurned forward nto the
unguessed future anxicty jomned lum  the scent that
was Ludowiha accompanied hom an allusne figure
He reached toward it

He wns standing at the foot of the bed where
Felix Winscombe Jay  The Iatter was restless and
complamed of paws m lus arms reaching down to
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his fingers Ludowiha bent over him her face
stamped with concern  She regarded Howat with a
new expression — narrowed eyes and a glimmer of
flawless teeth a look he had never foreseen there
but 1t was impotent before the thing that was It
had however the effect of mtensifymg his desire hs
passion for her fragility of silk and flesh  He would
Liss her hate on her mouth

She sat by the bedside and Howat took a place
oppostte her  Candles burned on a highboy on
s table at lis bach and ther aunferou light
flowed 1n about the bedstead The latter was
draped from the canopy to the bases of the posts
a bright prnting of pheasants and conventional
thichets — cobalt and ruby and orange and across
8 heavy counterpane half drawn up stalked a row of
panopled Indians i chpped zephyr It was a
nebulous enclosure with the shadows of the hangings
wavermg on the coloured wool and cold hnen on the
tong seamed countenance of the prostrate man

A clock 1n the hall struck slowly — 1t needed wind
g — ten blurred notes Felix YWinscombe took a
sip of water A minute snapp ng sounded from the
hearth A wimdow stirred and there was a dry
turnmg of leaves without wind One of the In
dians Howat san had his arm raised flounsshing a
blade a stupid effigy of savage spleen  Bevond the
drapery Ludowikas face was dm and white It
was like an imeffable May moon Ludowika
Penny For the first time Howat thought of her
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endowed with hus name, and 1t gave im a deep thnll
of dchight  He repented it with moving but sound
less hips — Ludowshs Xenny

Her hwband lay with hus eyes closed, Tus head
baned fornard an lus chest as of wm sleep At
regular mtervals small, mnvoluntery contrachons of
pun twitched at lus mouth At times too he mut
tered nos cle sy Dxtraordinary  Yudowihs and
Telix VWinscombe and him off Howat Temny A
world peopled only by thom  the silcnce of the room
dropped mto mfimte space bottomless ime A sud
den dread of such vast emptiness scized Honat he
felt that he must sny sometinng reercate about
them the dllusien of sufe and fonmliar spaces and
walls It scemed that he was unable to speak a
fcaden whitution Ins on Ins pover of utternnee  He
made a harsh sound ma tus throat Joud ard starthng
Telrx VWanscombe raised s head and Ludowihe
erud famth  Then silence agan folded them

Howat fastened lus thoughts on trivial and prac-
tical affairs — the furmshung >f the house where he
woul{ take Ludowika what David snd humself
tended to do with the won and then his last long
talk with fus mother  She was astomshmngly wise
she hiad seen far imte Ludowika and himself, but eien
tier vimon had stopped short of encompnsming the
magmtude of Ins pnssion  she had not reahzed lus
new patienee and determmation e found bimseh
counting the gorgeous birds 1 the bed hangings —
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twenty six twenty seven twenty-eight and stopped
abruptly

It had grown chilly m the room and Ludowika
had an India cashmere shawl sbout her shoulders
The sombre garnets and blues hid the tinsel gaety
of her gown and her bare shoulders She appeared
older than he had cver seen her before Her face
carefully studied showed mo trace of beauty her
eyes were heavy her hips dark any efforts of amma
tion were suspended  She showed completely the ef
fect of her hife m courts and a careless prodigahity
of hours and emotions Howat seeing all this felt
only a fresh accession of his hunger for her she was
far morc compelling than when romantically vieved
as a moon

He sat with his chin propped on a palm she was
nigidly upright with her arms at her sides Felix
Winscombe moved higher on the pillows His eyes
ghttered m a head Iike & modelling xn clay his arms
stirred ceaselessly with weaving fingers Howat
could almost feel Ludowika s hatred stohing at him
across the bed  He smiled at her and she faced him
with an expression of stony unresponse He thought
Tuxuriantly of her 1 hus arms with the ramn beating
on the store house roof he caught the odours of the
damp heaped merchandise the dr tant elamour m
the casting shed He had a brutal impulse to lean
forward and remind her of what had occurred of
the fact that she was his he wanted to fling 1t
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agamst her present detachment to mock her with
it Then he would crush her agmnst his heart
Felix Winscambe rased up on an elbow, distorhng
the ron of sanguinary Indians

Ludowika moved to the edge of the bed and put o
firm graceful arm nbout lum A grey shadow of
pamn fdl on \ir Winscombe s features  The silence
was absolute e seemed to be waiting yn an ath
tude of muingled dread and resolution He whs
pered an ynintelligible perod the pam on his face
sharpened and he released humself from Y udowiha s
suppart  She sank back on her chair, gazing at
her husband with wide concerned eyes

Slonly the hines 1 his face deepencd and a fine
gleaming sweat started out on his brow  His face
contorted 1n a spasm of voiceless suffering and he
drew & stiff hand down either arm Howat watched
him n a speaies of straned curiosity with a sus
pension of breath  Sometlung he felt, should be
doue to rclicve the oppression of ageny gathening
on Fehix YWinscombes cuunlmnnce but a corre-

ding sense of lete helpl settled like

& leaden coffin about ham  The other became un
recognizable Tus face seemed to be set 1n an unnat
aral grin - His head drew back on a thin corded
nech and s famt gasping for air stairred 1n the shed
ows  Even Yosat felt the pun to be unendurable,
and Ludowha white as milh had risen to her fect
Ghe stood with a hand half raised beneath o fringed
corner of the India shaw!
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It was incredible that the sufferer s agony should
mcrease but 1t was apparent that it did remorse-
lessly All humanmty was obliterated m an excru
clating spasm over which streamed some meagre
tears Mr Winscombe s arms raised and dropped
and suddenly relaxed he slipped down upon the pil
lows Immediately the torment vamshed from his
countenance it became peaceful released The fa
miliar mockery of the mouth came back The head
shghtly turned seemed to regard Ludowiha with
contentment and interrogation Howat was con
scious of a relief almost as marked as that on the
face before him  He had gripped his hands until
they ached The tension 1n the room too seemed
svent He was about to address a reassuring pe-
riod to Ludowika when at a ghmpse of her expres
sion the words dred on hus lips

He bent over the bed with his hand on a ndged
still chest he gazed down at flacaid eyes a dropped
chin  Felix Winscombe was dead

Howat raised up slowly facing the woman
through the draperies She was gazmg m an m
credulous shocked surprise at the lmp prostrate
body capped m black gros de Naples A shudder
mg fear passed over her and then her eves met those
of Howat Pennv  Even separated from him by the
bed she drew away as if from his touch He saw
that she had forgotten the dead man mn a sharp
realization of the portent of the hwving She
glanced sbout the room in the pamc of a trapped
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lark an abject fright searching for an escape
He reahbzed that there was none Ludowika now
belonged to him absolutely he was as remorseless
as the paimn that had halled Telix Wanscombe  Below
the automatic sensations of the moment Howat was
of utter satisfact A muracle hed
guen Ludowiha to him n the passing of o breath
all s difficulty had been ended  She was alone with
hum in & province of forests and 1ron and stars  He
would make lier forget the gardens of fireworks and
scraping violins  but forget or not she was his
Ludowiha Penny




II THE FORGE






X
JASPER PENNY stood at a window of his bed

room his left arm carmed mm a black silk
handherchief gazing down at the long, low roof
of Myrtle Forge built by his great great grand
father Gulbert over a hundred and ten ycars be-
fore It was Februarv and he could hear the ring
g blaws of axes cutimg the ice out of the forcbry
to hberate the water power for the completion of
a forgmg of 1ron destined to be rolled nto tracks
for the slowly lengthemng Columbia Steam Railway
System It was midday a grey sky held a brighter
diffused radiance where the veiled sun hung without
warmth and the earth was everywhere frozen gran
ite hke He could see beyond the Forge shed heaped
charcoal and the black mass scemed no more dead
than the ground or bare brittle trees sweeping down
and up to where on encirchng hulls thev were lifted
sharply agamst the cloudy monotonvy
He was ordinarily mpervious to the mfluence of
weather the more depressing aspects of nature but
now he was conscious of a dejection communicated
m part at least he felt by the bleak prospect with
out  Another and infimtely mare arresting reason
for this feelng had just stirred his thoughts — for
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the first time he was conscious of the mwdious be
gnnin,, wearmess of accumulating years He was
hardly past forty and he impatiently repudiated the
possibility that he was actually dechning 1 fact he
had not yet reached the zemith of his capabilibies
physical or mental yet hus broken arm slow m
mending the pam had unquestionably depleted huim
more than a sumlar acadent ten years ago Not
ouly this but during the forced mmaction his mind
had definitely tahen e different east considerations
that had scemed to constitute the main business of
enistence had lately faded before preoccupations and
fechings 1gnored until now

Jasper Penny saw objectnely not so much the
surrounding circumstance as his own former acts
and cmotions detached from his habitual bemng by
hardly more than a month his past was posed before
lus enitical judgment  Looked at in this manner his
Iife appeared crowded with surpriangly meanmgless
gestures and words lus sheer youth an incompre-
hensible revelt A greater part of that had been
lately expressed by his mother when he had re
turned to Myrtle I orge with an arm broken by a fall
i a rarlroad coach travellmg to Philadelphia  She
bad said shaling her head with tightened hps

I warned vou plenty agawst those tram bri
gades It snt safe nor sensible with & good horse
service convenient  But then vou have always been
a bnowing head strong boy and man A black
Penny
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How she would get along without that last phrase
he was at a loss to conjecture  From his first con
sciousness he recalled 1t now a term of reproach and
now extenuation Only a few weeks before she had
repeated 1t 1n precisely the same tone of mingled ad
momtion and complaint that had greeted his most
boyish mishaps  He had grown so accustomed to 1t,
not only from Gilda Penny but from every one famil
1ar with the Pennys and ther hustory that it had
become part of Ins automatic entity Jasper—a
black Penny

The course of his thoughts turned back to the
earliest episod; bered m that b to
a time 1n which lhe especial quality had necessarily
freest play MNow he characterized 1 as mere unm
formed wildness but he still recalled the tremen
dous impatience with which he had met the conven
ient enclosure of a practicable orgemuzed socicty
Even at Myrtle Forge where — m contrast to dwell
g m the confines of a city —he had had a rare
amount of actual freedom a feeling of constrichon
had sent him day after day mto the woods hunting
or merely 1dle along the upper reaches of still un
sullied streams Yet 1t had been an especial hind
of wildness he owed that recogmtion to his van
1shed youth The term gencrally included cham
pagne parties and the compamouship of various but
simlar ladies of the circus or opera house But
nothing of that had then entered into his deep
rooted rebelhion  He had had merely & curious pas
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ston for complete ndependence, an smnate turnmg
from strect baund affars and men to the wolatwn
and physical accomplishment of orduous evear
sions on horses or foot  He had then avoded
cten dreaded women Aund that anshinct he told
lumsclf stufting s injured arm to & more comfort
able posttion had been admirably founded

The at blows ceased from Ins position he could
Just see the top of the great wheel that drove the
Torge trip hammer and slowly the vin blurred com
mencing to turn  The forebay was open A pen
nant of black smole lunmd with flammng andors
twisted up  the motionless sir  The hammer fell
orce expersmentally with a famnt yar and 2 gnmy
figure shovelled charcoal nto a barrow

s mind soon returned to the pomt where st had
been deflected by the movement at the Forge he
could eren visushze Jus mature boyhood ~a
steaght arrogant figure blach certawaly with up
slopiog brows and an outthrust chin And thet he
thought not without complacency was not very far
from a description of amself at present Ihere
were of course the whishers severcly trimmed on
his spare face and showmg m certam hghts & ghm
mer of sther but he was as upright as comfortably
lean now as then He was shill capable of pro
longed physscal exertion It was ridiculous to
thinh of himself as defimtely aging  Yet he was
past forty and the vears seemed o go far more
swiftly than at twenty-one
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Women! The silent pronouncement mcluded the
smallest plural possible —only two but 1t seemed
to Jasper Penny that they comprised all the var:
ations the faults and virtues, of their entire sex
With a certain charactenistic formality propriety
he considered Ius wife first now a vear dead He
wondered if she had found the orthodox and concrete
heaven n the frequent ecstatic contemplation of
vhich so much of her hife had been spent It had
tcen that fine superionity to the material that had
fir t attracted him to her a quality of shimng en
thusiasm of reflected mnspiration from a vision how
ever trite of eternal hymnng and it had been that
same essence which finally held them apart through
the greater number of their married years Phe
bes health slowly ebbing had drawn her farther
and farther from the known world 1 general and
the affairs and being of her husband m particular
her last strength had gone mn the hysteria of pro
tracted religious emotion during which she had be-
come scarcely more to Jasper Penny than an at
tenuated rapt mvald lingermg m s house

Her pale still presence was usurped by a far
different ammated and colourful figure He
thought of Essie Scofild of all that she para
mountly held and expressed with a reluctance that
had lately almost within the past week grown to
resemble resentment if not actual irritation  Yet
however casting back through the years m his
present remoteness he was able to recreate her and
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tus emotions as they had first wresistibly moved
together The absolute opposite of Phehe =l
ready withdrawing mto her rehgwous mcorporeal
region Essie Scofidd had smmediately swept lum
nto the slurlpool of her vinad physieal personahty
Before her the memory of iz wife faded into wsig
nificance  But there was no mere retrospect m the
considering of Lssie very much alive she prosented
outside the Penny 1ron the one serious preocew
pation complication, of hts future

At the time when he had first admitted welcomed
her claim on him he bad felt a sudden cnergy m
which be had recognized a play of the trats of &
black Penny Here was a satisfactory 3f necesss
nly prisate exerase of his mborn contempt for the
evident hypoensy the cowardice of perfunctory
fubitrons and safe morals  That howeser had been
speedily Jost 1n hus rocketing passion flaring ouf of
& quet covtmence ato guddy sprees of unrestramt
Lasie after & momentary surrender had attempted
Tetreat expressing a doubt of the durability of thar
feehing  she had o fact wady st punfolly clear
that she wished to escape frem the uncomfortable
volume of Ins fervour but he had overborne her can
tion — her widem he now expressed i

That mare than nnythung else brought before
tue the undemable passage of tune the fact that
he was rapwlly accomphshing mddle age—— the
total extingushing of an emotion which be had
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felt must outlast hfe It had gome and with it
his youth Of course he had recogmzed that he
was no longer thirty he had been well aware of his
years but only during th last few weehs had there
been the slight perceptible dragging down On
the black walnut dressing stand past the window lay
a letter he had recewved from Essie that mornmg
1t contaned her ususal appeal for an additional sum
of money — he gave her formally six thousand dol
lars a year and the manner of the demand for the
necessities of their daughter showed his sharpenced
perceptions that she had neter really experienced the
blindness of a generous emotion  Eumece the child
was mcontrovertible proof of that —no more than
an additional lever for her to swing

His face darkened and he moved his shoulder m
patiently as if to throw off a burden grown unen
durable But 1t was fastened immovably — his re
sponsibiity was as baldly apparent as the Febru
ary noon 1ts greyness now blotted by a wind driven
metallic shift of snow

He had been criminally neghgent of Eunice
This reahzation was accompanted by no correspond
g warmth of parenthood there was no quichening
of blood at the thought of his daughter but only
a newborn coundemnation of his neglected proper
pride He had thoughtlessly descended to & sm
gularly Tow level of conduct And 1t must abruptly
termnate Jasper Penny had not seen Eumce for
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seven mmne months he would remedy this at once
supervise adiantages, a proper place for her
Afterward Essic and himself could make & mutually
satisfactory agreement



X1

HROUGHOUT an excellent dinner terra
pin and bass wild turkey with oysters and
fruit preseried mn white brandy he main
taned a sombre silence ¥is mother on the rght
her sister opposite — Phebe s place seemed scarcely
emptier than when she had actually occupied 1t —
held an intermnttent verbal eschange patently
keyed to Jasper Penny s mood They were women
with yellow white lace-capped hair blanched eye
brows and lashes and small quick eyes on hardy
reddened faces Gilda Penny was slghtly the
larger more defimte Amity Merhen had & timd al
most furtive espression m the opulence of the Penny
establishment while Gilda was complacent but
othervise the two women were identical 'Therr
dresses were largely similar — Amty s a dun Gilda
Penny s grey mowe sk high with a tight lace
collar and band of jet tnmmmng from shoulder
to waist there spreading over crinohine to the floor
Lace fell about th ir square capable hands and
Gilda wore broad locked bracclets cheched in hlack
and gold
Sherry i blue cut d canters stoppered with gilt
gave place to port An epergne of glass and bur
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nished ormolu 1n the form of suporting onk leaves,
with numerous sockets for candles was sct filled
with fruit m the centre of the table silver lustre
plates were laxd  but Jasper Penny heedlessly
fingered the stem of a wine glass He sad sud
denly ¢ Im gomng to the aty thus afternoon
Is it safe yet? Ius mother querted doubtfully
Hadn t you better wait till to morrow when jou
can drive casily or without stopping at a tavern?
IIe looked up impatiently 1 shall go by the
rallroad  he stated decisitely Can’t you under
stand that with the future of iron almost dependent
on steam 1t 33 the commonest foresight for me to
patromze such customers as the Columbia Railway!
I have no ntention of adding to the 1gnorant pre)
udice agamst improved methods of travelling
There s your arm  she msisted with spint
An untried engine  The Hecla works along
smoothly at twenty mnles an hour  Amity cast &
glance of swift appeal at her sister but Gilda Penny
persisted Ungodly  was the term she selected
Jasper ignored her  He had decided to straighten
the tangled affair of Lumice at once he would see
T'ssie that evening arrive at an understanding about
the child s future It would be even more diffcult
to termmate s connection with Issie hersel
That he now recogmsed was his main desire  The
affmr had actoally died before Phebe but its oner
ous consequences remamed blighting the future
The future! It was that he now discovered
10
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which occupied lum rather than the past A new
need had become apparent a restless desire analogous
to the urge of seehing youth Jasper Penny was
aware of a great dissatisfaction a vast emptiness m
his existence he had a feeling of waste growmng out
of the sense of hurrymg years Somehow ob
scurely he had been cheated He almost envied the
commonality of men not like himself black Pennys
mpatient of assuagmng relationships and behefs
Yet this too turned into another phase of his in
herttance —his need was not material concrete 1t
had no worldly graspable implications and his gen
eral contempt was not less but greater He wished
to bring a final justification to his 1solation rather
than lose himself n the wide undistinguished surge
of hving

Youll stop at the Jannans? s mother
querted

I think not probably Sandersons Hotel
Stephen 15 giving a ball to mght for Graham and
his wife I have some important transactions
Not an echo of his affarr with Lssie Scofield had he
knew penetrated to Myrtle Forge It was a most
fortunate acaadent  The vulganty consequent upon
discovery would have been unbearable Stephen
Jannan lus cousm a lawyer of wide ety comnec
tions must have learred somethng of the truth but
Stephen properly had smid nothing a comfortable
obscurity had Ind him from gabbled scandal Now
soon 1t would all be over Unconsciously he drew
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a deeper breath of rehef of prospectie freedom

The Hecla a wooden barrelled engine with a tall
hunged stack, drew ats brigade of canarv coloured
chariot cars forward with a rapid bumping over mn
equal ratls  Jasper Penny s seat number mineteen
was fortunately in the centre close by the stove,
where a warmth hung that failed to reach to the
doors Lost m speculation the journey was both
long and vague Twilight deepened withm the car
and two flickering candles were ht at exther end their
pallid light serving only to cast thin, climbmg
shadows over the roching box like intertor At ir
regular intervals the tramn stopped with a succes
sion of sub 1ding crashes and started agan at the
blowing of a horn passengers would leave or enter
or 1t would prove to be merely & halt to tale on cu
and piled wood fuel for the engine

Finally the train brigade reached theinclined plane
Ieading to the rnver and aity the engine was de
tached and the cars fastened to a hemp cable were
lowered spasmodically to where a team of mules
drew them through a gloomy covered bridge echaing
to the slon hoof falls and creaking of loose planks
Jasper Penny fastened the claborate frogs of s
heavily furred overcoat over his mjured arm and
with a flond bandanna wiped the cinders from lus
silk hat

The coaches rolled into the station shed where he
changed taling a swaying VMulberrv Strect omm
bus to Fourth and Sandersons Hotel It was a
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towering square structure of five stories with a
columned white portico and high divided steps
The clerk greeting him with a precise famihar def
erence directed ham to a select suite with a private
parlour a sombre chamber of red plush dark walls
and thickly draped long windows 'There he sat
grnimly contemplating a distasteful prospect e
hnew the casual 1ll prepared dmners presided over
by Essie the covertly msolent man servant and an
overpowering reluctance came upon him to sit again
at her table But the confusion of the hotel ordi
nary repelled him too he had seen 1n passing a num
ber of men who would endeavour to force Ins opmion
on the specie situation or speculation m canals He
rose and pulled sharply at the tasselled bell rope
ordering grilled pheasant anchovy toast and cham
Pagne to be served where he sat

Jasper Penny ate slowly partly distracted by the
marhet reports mn the U § Ga ette  Ninety two
and a half had been offered for Schuyllill Naviga
tion only fifteen for the West Chester Railroad but
Philadelphia and 'Trenton had gone to mimety eight
while a three and & half dividend had been declared
on the French Town Turnpihe and Railway Com
pany  He was annoyed afre h by the persistent re
fusal of the Government to award the mail to the
Reading Steam System His thoughts returned to
Eunice his daughter the coming scene —at would
at least be that — with Essie Scofield

It was but a short distance from the hotel to
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where Essie ved, over Fourth Strect to Cherry and
almost immediately he turned by the three story
brick dwelling at the corner and was at her door
The serssnt i an untidy white jachet, stood
stupidly bloching the narrow hall until Jasper
Penny with an angry impatience waved him aside
There were other milk hats and coats and o woman’s
fringed wrap on the stand where he left his stich
and outer garments and from aboyve came & peal of
mingled laughter  The presence of others now, nas
sigularly mopportune 1t would be no good wating
for ther departure — here such gatherings almost
imanably drew out until dawn and he abraptly de
eided that aftcr o short interval he would give Essie
to understand that he wished to talk to her privately

A young woman with a chalk wlate face and
oleagnous bandeaux of dead black hair 1 scatlel
and green tartan over an extravagant ermoline
was scated on a sofa between two men each with an
arm about ber waist and wine glasses elevated m
their free hands Lissie was facing them from »
circular floor hassock 1n & blue satm informal robe
over mussed cambric ruffles heelless nonchalants and
her hair elaborately dressed with roses, white mib-
bons and a short ostrich feather Ifer body at
once shm and full was consciously scductive and
Ler face shghtly swollen and pasty in the shadows
hore the same hecdless unresteamnt  Her dark
widely-opened eyes an inngmficant nose and shortly
curved scarlet hips held almost the fixed pminted
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mopudence of a cymcally debased doll  She turned
and surveyed Jasper Penny with 2 petulant gjent
mquiry and whatever gaety was in progress ab
ruptly termmated as he advanced into the room

You never let me know youd be here Essic
complained  but I suppose I ought to be glad to
see you anyway — after four months without a lme
Jasper Mr Damel Culser  The younger of the
men on the sofa a stohdly handsome individual
with hard blue eycs rose with an over emphasized
composure Mr  Penny extremely pleased
Jasper Penny was irmtated by the other s imstant
wdentification  and he nodded bluntly Lambert
Babb and Mvrtilla Lewis Essie continued mdif
ferently Babb an indiidual of inscrutable age
with ashen whishers and a blinking weak viston 1
a silvery face was audibly delighted  Mjyrtilla Lewis
smoled professionally over ber expanse of bewilder
g sitk plad Wine 1 the codler Essie added
and Damel Culser moved to where a silver bucket re-
posed by a tray of glasses and broken sugared rusks
Jasper Penny refused the offered drnk and found
a chair apart from the others A moody silence
emveloped him which he found impossible to breah
and an increasing uneasmess spread over the room

Well  Essie Scoficld commanded  say some
thing You look as blach as an Egyptian
What Il my friends think of you? I suppose it
doesn t matter any more what 1t 1s to me but vou
might play at beng pohite
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Dor’t chup at & man hke that? Myrtila ad
wised Mr Penny has & mght to talk or not’
She smited more warmly at mm and he saw that she
had had too much champagne The raom reched
with the thin aerid odour of the wine and a sichly
perfume of vamlla essence Essie as usual hsd &
glass of her favourte drinh — orange juce snd
French brandy — on the floor beside her the brandy
bottle and fresh oranges convemiently near His
repulsion for her decpened unbil st scemed as af
actunl fingers were compressing lus throat stop
ping his breath  He wondercd suddenly how far
he sas responsible for her possble digeneration
But he had not been the first her admission of that
fact had 1n the beginning attracted hum to an un
common frankness 1n her pecubar make-up  He was
willing to assume s fault to pay for it whatever
payment was possible and escape Mot only
from her but from all that she embodicd from Inm
sldf-wlmt he had been-—~—as much as anything
cise

‘You are an Ironmaster > Mr Babb finally an
nounced  in fact one of our greatest mannfactur
s Now VMr Penny what 15 your personal opm
tan of engine as against the public coach? Wil the
ralroad suruice the experimental stage and are such
geotlemen as yourself behind 24?7

¢ 1 saw m the Ledger some days back’ Damel
Culser added  “that your amm had been broken
travelling by steam ™
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One had nothung to do with the other Jasper
stated tersely ignorng Babbs guery  but was en
tirely my own fault  The conversation lagged
pamnfully again during which Essie skifully com
pounded another misture of spirits and thick yellow
Juice  She grew sullen with resentment at Jasper
Penny s attitude and exchanged emgmatic glances
with Culser The hquor brought a quick flush to
her shightly pendulous cheeks and she was enveloped
i an mcreasmg bravado Penny s a solemn old
boy she announced generally Lambert Babb at
tempted to embrace Myrtilla but her gaze on the
newcomer she pushed him away You got to be
a gentleman with me she proclammed with a pat
ently unsteady digmty My grandfather was a
Trench noble

Vhat Id ltke to know Essie remarked 1s
what s hus granddaughter?

Better n you! Myrtilla heatedly asserted one
whod appreciate a real man and not be playing
about private with a tailor s dummy  Damel Cul
sers face grew noticeably pimker Im gomg
Mjrtilla contmued msing Mr Penny Id be
happy to meet you under more social conditions
Here I cannot remam for — for reasons I might
be tempted to—  Mr Bahb caught her arm under
Jus and at an impenious gesture from Esste piloted
her from the room  Culser rose

Dont go Dan Esswe Scofield told him defiantly
But Jasper Penny mamtamed a silence that forced
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the vounger man to make a stff exit ¢ Viell,
Lssie demanded flinging, herself on the deserted
sofs  now jonve spolled my evenng Why did
you come at ail if you couldn t behave genteelr’

Where exactly 13 Eumce?  he asked abruptly

She glanced at lum with en mstant masking of

her resentment ¢ I've told you a hundred times —
n the house of & very respectable clergyman My
letter was clear enough shes had bronehitis and
there s the doctor and —

Just where 13 Fumice?* he repeated nterrupt
ing her aggrieved reaital

Where I pat her * her voice grew shrill ¢ You
haven t ashed to sce her for near a vear, vou havent
even pretended an interest in —n your own daugh
ter X ve done the best T could you know I dont
like children around but I hiave attended ta os much
of my duty as sou  “Now you come out and msist
on bemng unpleasant allin an hour  Why didn t vou
write? 1d had her here for von  Come back n
two or three days *

To-morraw  he rephed ‘I am gong to see
her in the morming

You gust aint. I dud the best I knew but of
it ant all roses youll blame everything on me I
will have Eumce fetched —

Where 1s she?  he ashed still agan weanly

Thery mstinct revolted agunst the degradation

mto which he bad blindly walled I youth had

betrased him mvolsing um practically a different
1%8
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man 1 a pavment which he realized had but com
menced To escape He had first thought of
that with the unconseious conviction that the mere
wish carried its fulfilment In fact 1t would be m
mensely difficult a man he saw could not sever him
self so casually from the past 1t reached without
wisible demarcation into the present the future
All was a piece one with another and Lssie Sco
fleld was drawn m a vivid thread through the en
tire fabric of his being

Yet the need the longing forward so mewly come
nto his consciousness persisted grew —at had be
come the predomnate design of lis weaving
Through this he recogmzed a reassertion of his pride
the mgid pride of a black Penny which 1n the years
immediately past had been overwhelmed by a tem
porary mmner confusion Beyond forty men re
turned to ther mheritance their blood this fact
«choed vaguely among lns memories of things heard
and he felt 1 hmself its measure of truth His
distaste for a largely muddled pandermg socict,
for men huddled he thought Lke domestic animals
returned n cholung wave  In the maculate atmos
phere of flat wine and stale cologne he had a sharp
recurrence of the scent of pines lfting warmly in
sunny space

He produced & morocco bound note book a gold
pencil and with the latter poised directed a close
mterrogation at Esste  Her face flushed with an
ungovernable anger and she pressed a hand over
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her labouring heart ¢ Get her then out Fourth
Strect Camden the Reverend Mr Needles But
afterwards dont come complammng to me You
aught to have seen to her you ve got the money, the
mfuence And you have done nothing beyond some
stinhmng  dallars wouldn't even name her
Eunmice Seofield s child without -—

All that she had smd was absolutely true just

1 suppose you il even thimk X didn't give her the

sums you sent that damned Needles hos been bleed
g me suspects something’  She stopped from a
Iach of breath ber darhcned face was purplish m
the shadows I havent been well either—e
fierce pain here m my heart

It was the brandy he told her  she should leave
the aty late wine parties go back mto the coun
try ¢ Go back  she cchoed hitterly  Where?
How?®* e winced-—the past reaching inex
orably mto the future Jasper Penny made no at
tempt to ignore forget lus responsibihty he ad
matted 3t to her but at the same hime the tyranmeal
bunger increased mithin ham — the mingled desire
for fresh paths and the nostalma of the old freedom
of spint  But hfe that had made bm had in the
same degree created Lssie nesther had been the re
sult of the other they had been swept together
descended blindly 1 company  submerged wn the
passion that he had thought must last forever, but
which had burned to ashes to nothing wmore than
& vague sense of putrefaction mn hie
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Thenk you he saxd formally putting away the
note book Something of course, must be done
but what I can only say after I have seen Eumce
I am undoubtedly more to blame than yourself

I suppose n this holy stram joull end by
givng her all and me nothing

what you are getting as long as you hive?

That s httle enough when I hear how much jou
have what all that iron 15 hringing you  Why jou
could let me have twenty thirty thousand and never
know 1t

If you are unable to get on that too will be
rectified

You are really not a bad old thing Jasper she
pronounced mollified At one time -——do you re
member? — you saxd 1if ever the chance came vou
would marry me Ah you neednt fear I wouldnt
have you with all your iron gold I-— she stopped
abruptly uneasily Not 2 bad old thing she
repeated moving to secure a half full glass

Why do you call me old? he asked cunously

X hadnt thought of 1t beforc she admitted

but this evening you looked so solemn and there
15 grey in your hair that all at once you seemed hke
an old gentleman Now Dan Culser  she hesitated
and then swept on  hes what you d name young
At Damel Culsers age he told himsclf he Jasper
Penny could have walked the other blind and now
Essic Scoficld was calling him old she had noticed
the grey u his hair  He rose to go and she came
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close to him a clinging soft thin, of flesh famtly
reeking with brandy I have a great deal to pay
where money goes I dont know even a lLittle would
ben help  He left some gold 1n her hand thankful
to purchase at that shight price a momentary re
lease

Outside Cherrv Street was blackly cold a gas
lamp at the corner shed a watery contracted illum
nation  He made lus way backh toward the hotel
but a sudden reluctance to mount to his lonely cham
bers possessed him  Before the ghmmering marble
fagade he took out his watch a pale gold cfffores
cence 1n the gloom and rang the hour 1n minute, clear
notes The third quarter past ten He recalled
the ball but then commencing at Stephen Jannan s
there 1t would be indescribably gay a house flooded
with the music of quadrilles Light polite chatter
and he determined to proceed and have a eigar with
Stephen

He walked briskly up Mulberry Street to Sixth
and there turned to the left  Jasper Pennv soon
passed the shrouded silence of Independence Square
with the new Cormthian doorway of the State House
showing vaguely through the irregularly grouped
ailanthus trees Beyond the brich wall with its
marble coping and high wron fence reached on the
opposite side to the Jannan corner ‘The length
of the brick dweling with white arched windows
and coursings faced the vague emptiness of Wash
ngton Square closed for the winter
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Inside the hall was bright and filled with the
pungent warmth of fat hearth coal A servant
with a phrase of recogmtion directed hum above to
a room burdened with masculime greatcoats and silk
hats There an attendant told him that Mr Jan
nan was below Jasper Penny had ne mtention of
becoming a participant 1 the ball but nether did
he propose to linger among wraps hstening to the
supercilious chatter of young men i the extreme
mode of bright blue coats pamfully tight black

with v. shed pumps and exp of ankle
m grey sk One mspectmg him through an eye
glass on a woven har guard expressed a pointed
surprise at Jasper Pennv s mformal garb Chris
toval' he ejaculated It approaches an msult to
the da da darlings  Another commenced to sing a
popular mmnstrel ar

Blnok—a—ho—dnk! Ah! Ho!
Roley Bol y — Good motning Ladies It

Jasper Penny abruptly descended to a small room
used for smoking Young men he thought impa
tiently could no longer even curse respectably
They hsped hke females at an embroidery frame
When he was young younger he corrected himself
he could have outdrunk outridden His tran of
thought was abruptly terminated by & group un
expectedly occupving the smokmg room He saw
Stephen Jannan his wife Liza the newly married
young Jannans and a strange woman m glace mus
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fin and a black Spanish Jace shawl about her shoul
ders Stephen greeted lum cordially ¢ Jasper,
Just at the moment for a waltz with-— with Susan’
The stranger blushed pamfully made an 1nvelun
tary movement backward and Xaza Jannaun admon
sshed ber husband Do you know Miss Brundon,
Jasper? she ashed

Jasper Tenny bowed and Miss Brundon with an
enident cffort smiled her shy blue eyes hdld reso
Tutely on his countenance  She at once shpped into
the bachground talking m a low, clear vowce to
Graham Jannans waife while the older men envel
oped themsclves m a fragrant vel of agars
¢ Come Mary Susan Mrs Jannan directed out
of this hornd line odour® A panied by
her son the women left and Stephen turned to hus
cousin  * Thought, of course you hnew Susan
Brundon he remarked A school mstress, but
superior and a lady Has a place on Spruce
Strect by Raspberry Alley for sclect younger girls
umque idea and very successful I beliese

Jasper Penny sard comfortably “ Humm?!?”  The
other continved I want Graham to get out to
Shadrach Furnace as soon as may be fhat old
stane house the foremen have occupied 1s nearly fixed
for lum I am very well content Jasper to hase
him 1 the won trade with you practically at 1ts
head o deliberate favours remember and I have
told him to look for nothing But, at the same
time —— you comprehend folly not to push the boy
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on fast as possible No reason for us sll to go
through with the hardships of the first Gilbert and
his times  Must have been fatigumg the wilderness
and English troubles and all that

Splendid I should say Jasper Penny replied
He repeated satirically the conversation he had
heard above  “Makes me il You will remember
there was a Howat son of our orgmal settler —
now he must have been a Jad! “larried some widow
or other wild at first but made iron m the end

A black Penny Jasper resembled you Person
ally I like 1t better now  Jasper Penny surveyed
with approbation Stephen s full handsome presence
Jannan was & successful a big man  Well so was
he too  But he thought with keen longing of the
time when he was twenty one and free free to roam
self sufficent He thought of that Howat Penny
of which they had spoken black as he was black 1
the famly tradition he had seen Hesseliass por
trait of the other and but for the tred har and
contmnental buff 1t might have been a replica of
himself It was curous — that dark stramn of
Welsh blood cropping out undimmshed concrete
after generations  The one to hold 1t before Howat
had been burned mn VMarys tume in the sixteenth
century dead almost three hundred years Jasper
had a sudden winid sense of famuhanty with the
Howat who had married some widow or other His
mind returned to hus own peculiar problem to Esste
Scofield to the burden with which he had encumbered
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himself, the payment that faced him for — for Ius
sh er youth  He said abruptly belated

¢ You fit the present formal ease of socicty,
Stephen you hke 3t and 3t hhes you In a super
fiosl way I have done well enough, but under
neath— his voice sank mto silence A profound
familiar dejection scized him  incongruously he
thought of Miss Brundon s delicate shrinking from
the merc¢ contact of the amenities of speech  Super
sensitive I must go he announced and refused
Stephen Jannan s invitation for the might

Stey for some supper anyhow’ the other m

sisted and a hand on his arm, led lim past the
doors open upon the dancing

Chandeliers great coruscating pendants of glass
prisms and candles ghttered above the expanse
of whirlng crinolne and blue coats vermlion
turbans gilt feathers and flowered hair  The hght
feil on shoulders as white and clegantly slopmng
as alabaster vases draped in rose and citron in
blanched 1illusion frosted and looped with siver
on bouquets of camelhas swinging from jewelled
chains against ruffled and belled shirts swaympg about
the revealed symmetry of lacy milk stockings and
framlc shppers Al Jasper  Stephen Jannan
said 1 our time what! Do you remember your
first Wellington boots? The gambling room and
veranda at Saratoga? 'Tender eyes old bov and
Lttle tapering hands®  Jasper Penny replied It
scems my hair 13 grey  Silence fcll on them as they
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entered the dinmng room A long table was bur
dened with elaborate pagodas of spun barley sugar
topped with sprigs of orange blossom the moulded
creams of a Charlotte Polonaise champagne jelly
valanced with Jemon peel pyramids of glazed fruits
on lacquered plates with famtly iridescent Belleeh
and fluted glass and ormolu and everywhere the
pale multitudinous flames of candles and the fuller
radiance of astral lamps hung with lustres  Jasper
Penny 1dly tore open a bon bon wrapped in a vers
on fringed paper

Yen \ ns'a geduc I jetame!fe talme!

Etteled eict cest 1 bonheur supreme

Love and the great hour of life! He had missed
both one perbaps with the other His marnage
to Phebe except for a brief flare at the begmming
had been as empty as the affair with Essie Scofield
God how hollow lhving seemed! He had mssed
something or else existence was an ugly deception
the false lure of an mmcomprehensible jest The
mustc beat 1 famt mocking waves on his hearng
the lights of the supper shone mn the gold bubbles
of his wine glass He drained 1t hurriedly  Out
side the mght ly ng cold on deserted squares blurred
with gas lamps was like a van death after the 1dle
frivolity of Stephen Jannans ball  In an mstant
1n the shutting of a door the blackness had claimed
him the galety of warm flesh and laughter vamshed

Death and he had lterally nothing in his
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hands nothing m fus heart A duty, Eumee re
mamed The sound of ks footfalls on the bricks
thrown back from blank walls resembled the em

bodied stealthy following of the mnjustice he had
wrought




Xir

THE following morning he made hus way past
the contmuous produce arcade that hela
the centre of Marhet Street to the Cam
den Ferry At the rnver the fish stall with its cir
cular green roof and cornucopras reached almest to
the gloomy ferry house with 1ts heavy odour of wet
wood The boat clattered through broken ice by a
trim packet ship the Susquehanaa and wuto the nar
row canal through Windmll Island  Camden was a
depressing region of low marshy land its streets un
paved and without gas the gutters full of frozen
stagnapt water He mquired the way to the Rev
erend Mr Needles passed a brick meeting house
and turmng into Fourth Street isolated frame dwell
mgs coming at last to a dingy wooden house wmith
broken panes 1 the upper windows and a collapsing
veranda at the edge of & blackened skeleton wood

A tall gaunt woman n a ravelled worsted shaw]
answered his summons and mformed him inter
rupted by a prolonged coughmg that Mr Needles
was away on cireurt 1 came for a cluld staymg
with you’ Jasper Penny explamed shortly sup
pressing an mvoluntary repulsion at the degraded
surroundings She s not well  the woman repled
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with mstant suspicion I dont just Like to let &
chancy person see her  He dwcarded ofl subter
fuge 1 am her father he stated The other
shifted to a whinng self-defence And her m this
smh!  she exclmmed pgazmng at Jasper Pemnys
furred coat s glossv hat and gloves and chonmy
cane

T dud olf for her I could conederng the small
money I was promised and fhen half the time I
ddnt get that nather The lady owes for three
sechs nght now I suppose you If have to come m
she concluded grudgngly They entered a dark
hali clay cold Beyond m & slovenly latchm
hardly warmer he found Cumce his daughter o
cartously sluggsh child with a pinched hueless face
and 2 meagre bedy m » man s worn fiannel shirt and
ragged shirt and stochings

Heres your father  Mrs “Needles ejaculated

Eumce stood 1n the middle of the bare floor star
g with pathd open mouth at the wmposing figure
of the man  She said nothung and Jasper Ponmy
found her silence more accusing than a shnll tor
rent of reproach She s hind of heavy lthe  Mrs
Needles  explamed I hase come to take jou
away  Jasper lenny sasd  Then turmng to the
woman Are those alt the clothes she has?  She
grew dashily red These are some others nbout
but § dan t just hnow where and then she spoils them
so fast

Thats o hie  the chuld announced with & fant
1D
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patch of colour on erther thin cheek Mr Needles
sold them  The man decided to ignore such 1ssues
his sole wish now was to take Eunice away as speed
iy as possible Well ” he directed 1mpatiently

get a shawl something to wrap her m He re
gretted vamly that he had not come for the child m
a carriage He paid without a question what the
woman said was owing and with Eunice folded 1 »
ragged plaid prepared to depart I gues the
child decided 1n a strangely mature voice wed
better teke my medicne  She turned toward a
mantel Mrs Needles made a quick movement 1n the
same direction but the mall shape was before her
Jasper Penny took a bottle from the dimmutive cold
hand  The label had been obliterated but impelled
by a distrustful cunosity he took out the cork

Laudanum!

He was at the pomt of an indignant condemna
tion when the words perished without utterance —
not the haggard woman before hmm but himself
Jasper Penny was entirely gmlty He m reahty
had grven the drug to his daughter placed her m
this sorry and bitter poverty Come Eunice he
smd talang her by the hand s face grey and
stony

Ounce more 1n the arty he walked with the child to
the ferry and foot of Chestnut Street where they
found places in The Reaper a stage brightly pamted
with snowy ships and drawn by four sorrel horses
His first concern was to purchase proper clothes for
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Ins daughter then he would face the problem of her
happier disposal  They passed the columned fagade
of the Philadelphia Bank the Custom House with
1ts wide steps set back from the street hedged dwell
ngs and the United States Hotel to Independence
Square and Sith Street where he Lifted the cluld
{rom the stage  They stopped before sn entrance
between bowed windows which had above it the sign
The Misses Dunlop Millinery

Jasper Penny had had ne 1dea that 3t would be
so difficult to procure clothes for a girl of seven At
first he was told that the necessary garments could
not be furmished when discussion revealed the fact
that a nearly complete dimnutive wardrobe espe
cially ordered from Paris and neglected by the cus
tomer was to be had TIn a surprisingly short while
a sentimental saleswoman had apparelled Eunice 1n
black velvet with rows of small bows and gold
buckles and a lace collar cambric pantaloon ruffles
swmgng about her ankles a qulted pink satin bon
net tied like those of her elders with a bow under
her night chech and a muff and tippet of ermme
Other articles — a froch of rose gros de chine with
a flounced shirt a drab velset bonnet turned in green
smoched sk and sheer underthings ——he ordered
dehvered at Sanderson s Hotel

The effect of what laudanum Lumce had taken
faded and her lethargy was replaced by an cqually
still incredulons amazement She followed Jasper
Penny about with the mechameal rigidity of a mmnute
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sleepwalker They went into a jewelry store be
yond with a square low bow window and white trim
mitg where he purchased a ring with a rubv and
small gold bracelets with locks and chams His
restless desire was to clothe Eumice 1n money to
overwhelm her with gifts yet although an evident
delight struggled through her stupefaction he failed
to get from the expenditure the release he sought
A leaden sense of blood guiltiness persisted i hmm
At Parkinson s the confectioner opposite the State
House he hought her syllabubs a frozen rose cordial
and black cake  On leaving he paused at the mar
ble steps with a lantern on erther side and awnmg
arawn out over the pavement considermg the next
1ove It should be toys — a German doll slate and
coloured crayons and jumping figures Then he
took her back to his rooms at the Hotel

Sitting 1n a shff crimson chair opposite hum  the
doll clasped 1n strammng fingers and a flush of ex
atement on her sharp features she presented an
enormous difficulty What justly was he to do
vith her? How could he provide for a reasonable
happmess a healthy normal existence? He de
cided coldly that he would prevent Essie Scofield s
fluence from ever touching the child again Essie
he knew was utterly without any warmth of mother
hood She had solely and callously used therr
daughter to extort money from him But he ad
mitted to lumself neither had he any feehng of par
entage for the small lonely figure before lim
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nothing but o burming self accusation o lacerated
prude  His act proceeded entirely from lus head m
place of his heart  Tor that very reasen Jasper
1enny thought hc could gite lus daughter a greater
measure of secunty  He would see Stephen Jannan
to morrow and with the lawyer s assistance get com
plete control of Eumee s future He must alter his
will

None of tlus however assisted m solvng the
actual immediste necessity  Fhere was certamly
Alyrtle Forge his mother however she might silently
suffer protest would ultimately accede 1n his wishes
But 1t was a dreary place for a clild with enly the
compamonship of old women e was for the
greater part away m the terest of lus widely seat
tered activities forges furnaces nail factoris and
rolling mlls

He felt 1 antictpation the censure of the Pennv
connections that would rise hke a wall and shut
Lunice from the companianstup of the other chul
dren of the famuly cmbiltering her at what he had
somewhere heard described as the formative period of
growth His home he decided for the present at
least was an undesirable place for lus daughter

It was he discorered past two and he remorses
fully summoned a servant  He gazed with bewilder
ment at the list of dinner dishes tended lum  bear s
meat he felt canvas back duck or terrapin was not
8 dict proper to seven  but he solved the perplouty
by ordering smipe rolled and sugared cakes filled
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with whipped cream and preserved strawberries and
a deep apple pandowdy  After this and a block of
nougat Eumice discovered herself to be sleepy As
she Jay with tossed arms and pale streaming hair
under the feather coverlet of a great hotel bed he
saw with a sharp uneasiness that 1 a subtle but un
mstakable accent, she resembled her mother Essie
Scofield
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IS thoughts darhened with the faling day
H he supposed them to be solely addressed to
the problem of Lumce but m reality, they
constantly evaded his will following countless
triviahties and returned to his own peculiar need
He made some small changes of dress for the eve
ning replacing brown with glazed black boots and
struggled with one hand through the ordeal of tying
& formal necheloth He had purposely left behund
his negro servant as & possible source of unguarded
chatter When Jasper enny had fimshed he went
1 to Eumece and found her awake  The new clothes
lay m thar open boxes and lghting candles he
wondered 1f he had better have some one 1n to assist
her Can you fix yourself up i these? * he ashed,
wndicating the purchascs
Oh yes she as ured him gravely * that s ex
cept the very backest buttons  She stood by the
folded piles of shirred mushn the elaborate velvets
and silks and nbbons obyviously at a loss before such
an unparalleled choice and he was once more dis
turbed by the attenuation of her small body But
that could be soon remedied she had suffered other
far greater irremedial, oppressions her very birth
16
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had confronted her 1n the punitanical self righteous
ness of s world with an almost msuperable barrier
to happmess Still back of that, even before the
birth of himself and Essie Scofield back back i the
unguessed past Eunice had been shaped condemned
Her fate had only culminated m his own unbalanced
passion m & desire that had blinded him like a
flash of ignited powder leaving Inm with a sense of
utter void of inexphcable need For what? he
demanded unconsciously and bitterly alond

Eumce startled dropped the garment in her
hands She gazed at hum with a shrmking dread

Come he told her gently ¢ that will be very
pretty and dont you think the velvet bonnet with
green®  After supper he questioned her What
time do you usually go to bed?  She answered
promptly  When 1t got too cold to stay up at Mr
Needles but I wouldnt know here?

We might go to the Circus  he suggested half
doubtful of the propriety of such a course How
ever they went She clung tightly to s sleeve be
fore theilluminated high pillared fagade of Wlches
Circus where Jasper took seats m a box Fumee
was breathless before the gleaming white and gold
of the intertor the fabulous gltterng chandelier
the crimson draperies and great curtam with aits
equestrienne on a curvetting steed The orchestra
with a blare of trombones announced the ratsing of
the curtamn and appearance of Mr John Mays the
celebrated clovn He was followed by Clunese
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sports the Viston of Cupid and Zephyr, and the
songs the programme stated of Lowric and Wil
hams  These gentlemen 1 superb yellow satm «m
phesized harmontously the fact that

And joy I3 but a flower

Th le rt with s0 row meeting
Wil wither neath jts power

Jasper Penny wondered abstractedly what was
to be done with the tense exeitable child at lus side?
A voice from the wings announced Mouse and
Harebell the Lilliputian ponies with Infant Jochies
the smalfest schoaled racers m existence®  And the
word schooled  recalled to him the diffident woman
he had met at Stephen Jannans, the mpht before
Miss Brundon A place for the educatron of
vounger girls  He could send Lunice there for the
present at any rate and deesde later upon her ulty
mate situntion  Mhiss Brundon had a sensitine yes
distinctly a fine face  Xer school he remembered
was at Raspberry Alley far out Spruce Street close
to Tenth e drew a deep breath of rchef at this
bodging, of the mmmediate complications the eluld
presented

The next mormng agam m the Reaper coach
they rolled west over Chestnut Strect past a theatre
with clevated statues of Comedy and Tragedy the
Arcade with 1ts outside stars mounting acrass the
front atone mansions set back m gardens with grav
elled paths, and the Moonish bulk of V[asome Hall
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helf hid by stores Beyond the Circus they pro
ceeded on foot to a four square brick dwelling with
weeping willows and an arched wood sign above the
entrance panted with the designation  Miss Brun
don s Select Academy
Jasper Penny found Miss Brundon m a small

bare immaculate office  She was sitting at a table
and as he entered with Eunice draggmng desperately
at his hand she half rose with a quich famt blush

Mr Penny she esclaimed 1n a low charming
surprise I didnt expect so socon to have the
pleasure here at my school’ He firmly
moved Lumce from her position at his back An
unexpected pleasure for e  he rephed I came
to consult with you about this lttle girl — the
daughter of a friend of mme A friend I may add
m difficult circumstances and for whom I am pre
pared to do a great deal I had hoped — Stephen
Jannan told me about your exceptional establish
ment — that you could take her She needs just
the supervision that I am certain you offer

Of course she replied immediately 1d be glad
to have any one recommended by you I do think
my school 1s unusual  You see there 13 almost no
prousion for the supervision of such young ladies
And I have been very fortunate mm my girls T try
not to be snobbish Mr Penny but indeed if & place
like this 1s to be useful some care 1s required  Prob
ably you would like an assurance of their studies and
deportment *
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the hugh sowbre shebes of a calf bound Jaw hibrary
a ponderous cabriolet table sturdy, rush seated
Dukch chairs and a Frankhn stove with slender
brass capitols and shwng hod

A charr Joaper  Stephen Jannan directed

You ought to hnow them they came out of Myrtle

Forge —some of old Gilberts Your mother gave
them to me when she did over the house 1 this new
Freoch faney  Jasper Penny was momentanly at
a lass for an adequate opemng of the subject that
had brought Jum there Fmnally he plunged dircctly
mte his purpose % ou must hnow Stephen’ he
sad  that I am demidedly obhgated to a VMrs
Scoficld  Jannan nodded shortly  The thing
dragged on for a number of years but 1s guite dead
now 1n fact 1t has been for a considerable number
of months  That i itself doesn t bother me 3§
comparstively simple but there 1s & chuld a gl
Stephen

I dudnt know that fthe other rchnowledged

1t 15 an ugly difficulty Do you wish to legqits

matwe vour — the chid? There 15 marmage of
course

I huve no wntention of marrying Fssie Scoficld ”
Jasper Penny sard cokdly And I am almost cer
tain she wouldn t consent 1f ¥ had T am quite will
g to assume a proper respopsibality  but there 1
& limt to my conception of that  There was never
anv serious question of marriage there 1s none now
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I simply wish to get complete control of Eumce by
adoption perhaps she 1s seven years old

There are no laws of adoption as such m Penn
sybama  Jannan told him The only State
with that provision 1s Lowistana there by an act
of Legislature the thing can be legahized I could
arrange 1t through correspondence a certam rest
dence within the State It would be cumbersome and
expensive but possible  He paused frownming

Devilish awkward he muttered  make a stench

m a family such as ours However he added &
contract practically to the same effect can be
drawn  This with her consent would be entirely
binding on Mrs Scofield If the child ean wnite it
would be well to have her signature on the deed
Bring them here she should have counsel

After that I suppose the name could be ar
ranged

Exactly The child of course would have no
legal status as your hear Anything she got would
have to be willed direct  The other nodded It
was all far more sumple than he had hoped He al
most saw a defimte hghtening of the future Is
the girl with ber mother now? Jannan querred

I took her away yesterday Jasper Penny re-
phed neghgently We went to the Circus and at
present she 15 at Miss Brundons Academy He
was surprised by the sudden concern on his cousin s
handsome florid countenance By heaven Jas
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while Eunice was bang fetched ¢ Her things have
already come from the hotel DMiss Brundon pro-
ceeded VWhere shall I send them? ? Eumce brohe
m with & sholl protest. Do X have 1o go? 1
dont want to  Her face was scarfet with revoll

1 can walk up and down the room with = book on
my head while another little girl had to be all done
with & board to her bach

Jasper Penny wondered of he would see Miss
Brundon sgam soon The last was an efter
thought bred by the realzatwn that he could not
permit her to depart absolutely from his ife  There
was & great dual that he a nich and nflueatal man
of practiest affmrs maght do for her  He was oot
tan that Susan Brundon needed exactly the assut
ance he could gwe probably people robbed her
traded callously on her unsuspicious natare  Ret
when the moment came to leave he could tluak of
nothing to say beyond the banshty of looking for
her at the Jannans

1 go out very httle she told hum ¢ the worh

here absorbs me and unfortunately my eyes are
nat strong  They require constant rest  He ex
pressed regret once more for anv disturbance he
mght have enused and after hemtating awhwardis
feft with Eumee hanging fretfully ot Ins hand
What 1n God s name was he to do with the child?
He walked slowly Ius face half Jost in the fur of Jus
evercont oblivious o hie concentration on the difl
cufties of her situation of Lunice progresuing dis
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contentedly at lis side A petulant complamt rose
at mtervals to an audible sob  Looking down as
the sobs threatened to become a continuous erymg
he saw the top of the velvet bonnet and her dimmnu
tive hands i scarlet kmtted mitts He would have
to stop dragging her from place to place a suitable
posttion for the present was all he hoped for now
~There must be other mstitutions larger and farther
away to which Eumice could be sent He had a
vague memory of such & place somewhere on the
Delavware was 1t at Burlington?

But he could not contimue hiving with his daughter
at Sandersons Hotel Jasper Penny decided that
be would take her that afternoon to the house of the
head machimst of his nail works at Jaffa the town
that its beginning growing largely out of the Perny
industries lay a scant mule from Myrtle Forge
Speever was a superior man his wife a robust Cor
msh woman m a erisp apron would give Eunice an
energetic and proper care

A thin flexible mantle of snow lay over the drab
earth sweeping up to a Grecian marble edifice mak
ng more dreary the bulk of the Eastern Peniten
tiary and foundation of Girard College and empha
sizing the wimnter desertion of the reaches of the
Fairmount Water Works  She soon grew absorbed
m the various aspects of therr transportation —
the echo of the whip cracking over the mules that
drew the coaches across the covered wiaduct the
lebouring stationary engine and their slow ascent
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beyond They saw hming the mer, a cemelery
elovated starhly agmmst the shy and followed a
canal by a brohen blach flood between snowy banks

Past o town with impressie residences and
manufactorics with low spreadng vols of smohe
they came on a confusion of eanals and canal boats
loch dams and bridges mules and raffish crews
with tanned faces and bnghtly coloured jachets
and boots Agam crossing the rner and & shal
low tranguil vallty the train brigade rolled snto the
mam strect of Jaffa It was o town of small brick
dwellngs spaced m orderly yords ecchomg to the
dimnsshed elamour of the Penny Rolling \ills on
the outshirts  Devond the walls starkly red agmmst
the snow the blackened mamn street the riser wes
spotted with sce

¥ dgar Speever & wife accepted Eanice with anam
medinte and unquestiomng capabiity and Jasper
Penny turned away with a8 momentary bul immense
rehief  Ina few duys efter the deed for the posses
ston of the child had been exceuted he conld place
her more permanently e walhed out to the mus
eellancous group of buldmps and cluttered yards
that held his mnberted actimity and n the small
single roomed bindding of the mam office discussed
with lus superintendent the changes amprosements
of process then under way  The old nail machmnes
propelled by the fect and hands of an operator and
producing but ane nail at a tume had been replaced
by n1 Ingh power engine sclf heading machmery
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The superintendent complamed of the pig from
the new hot blast furnaces Impure he declared

And this new stone coal firmg too makes but poor
stuff Itll never touch the old charcoal forging
Hammered bars at mnety and Im glad to get 1t
then The pudding furnaces will do something
with the grey pig we have eight m blast now turn
mg out the railroad and heavier bars This year
will sce forty five hundred tons of iron worked and
close to four thousand kegs of nails

Jasper Penny listened attentnely 1t was his m
tention scon to dispense entirely with all the time
honoured methods of iron manufacture Water
power with 1ts unequal flow any large employment
of charcoal growing mecreasingly espensive with the
rapid dimimshment of the forests must give place to
the steam blast machine and anthracite If his
manager was unable to change develop with the
<hanging times he would find another more scientific

Outside the early twilight made more grey the
dingy sheds and buildings the heaped slag the long
brick rectangle of the rolling mill with its triple
mmposed ventilated roof and the hgh smoling
stacks of the puddling furnaces rsing four from
erther length gave out an undiminished deafeming
uproar the clamour of the bars falling out from the
rollers the spatter of hammers and dull draggmn,
of heavy weights  The engine of the nail works rent
all other sound with an unaccustomed harsh blast

Jasper Penny was conscious of a deep 1nvol
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untary rehief when he reached the comparative tran
quility the of probl accom
phished by Myrtle Forge
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HERE was as always an elaborate steam
mg supper with his mother in a pelisse of
black silk ruching and Amity Merken at
therr places He noted that an empty charr had
been put as customary at the opposite end of
the table and with a trace of impatience or
dered 1ts removal He wondered momentarly at
his petty act and then his thoughts returned to
Susan Brundon Jasper Penny saw her blue gaze
hifted to hus face the hesitating smule he felt agam
the pervading influence of her delicate yet essen
tually unshrinhing spint  She would possess an
enormous steadfastness of purpose he decided a
potentiahty of immovable self sacrifice Yet she
was the gentlest person alive An unusual and re
splendent eombination of traits rare possibilities
She had told him that she seldom went about —
her school absorbed her and her eyes meeded care
yest He must ash Stephen Jannan further about
her They were sitting Jasper Penny s mother
and her sister 1n the parlour a large square cham
ber hung with dark maroon paper and Jong many
tasselled and corniced window curtamms 1 sombre
green plush A white wedgewood mantel with orna
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ments m ohve and blue, above a brass fretted closed
stove, supported & high mirror, against which were
ranged a par of tall astral lamps shining 10 green
and red spars of hght through thar pendants, &
Erench cloch —a erystal bail 1n a mmatare Jome
paviiton of git — and artifieil bouquets of coloured
wax under glass domes A thick carpet of purphsh
blach velset pile covered the floor from wall to wall
stif Adam chars and setter with wheelbacks of
black and gold were upholstered mn dushy ruby ard
indige  Lbony tables of framed inlmd onvy held
tortoise shell and lacquer ornaments an mlawd tulip
wood music box volumes 0 elaborately tooled mo
rocco and a globe nhere apparenth mctathe fish
were suspended 1n a trancducent green gloom

The bight {from the multiple candelabiras of ormolu
and cut lustres streamed from the walls over Jasper
Penny sunk forward 1 profound absorpbion and
hus mothers busv fat bands working with gay
worsteds At her side & ow stand of rubbed Clunese
vermition held her smilng yarns  Her face wos
plaad dryvdy phish and full  An srreproachsble
domestic female  Xerself the daughter of a success
ful Punnsslsamn Germon Ironmaster her wealth
hsd doubled the Penny successes  There had bren
other cluldrcn Jasper could only famntly remember
two mostly an the form of wfantile nlumpermg

The menitalle termnation of the eveming was
reached by the appenrance of n patcher of stoaming
spiced mulled wine A cupful was formally pre-

102



THE FORGE

sented to Amity Merken Gilda Penny sipped hers
with an audible satisfaction and Jasper Penny
absently drank the fragrant compound of cimnamon
bark and lemon cloves sugar and claret A meas
ure of that before retiring could not but be bene
ficsal to Susan Brundon fatigued by the duties of
her Academy He thought of the sharper breath
of the brandy and oranges compounded by Essie
Scofield A thin odour of foxglove clung to the
memory of his wife
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ASPER PLNMY supplemented Jannan s letter
j to Essie Scofield ashang for an appomtment
with Jus chent at the lan office with a short
communication laving before her the condition m
which he had found Eunce his Lnowledge of her
neglect to provide ther daughter with the funds he
had sent for that purpose and definite plans for hus

motmng he mounted with Luniee to the entrance
of Jannan s offices an Tourth Strect

Fasic Scofield 1 widespread mulberry aidk with
tiLht sleeves apgd broad steel buttons a close
brima ed Blue bonnet filled with flacs and tied with
an old rose ribbon wag more compelling than Jrsper
Penny bad remembered her for actyally Jears A
coffee-coloured Indin shawl wyth o doep fringe snd
trace of & hming checkered cherry nnd black shp-
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ping from her shoulders toned her app toa
potential digmity

¢ Eumce she exclaimed as the child entered
“do come here at my side’ A small cold mouth
was silently raised for a straming embrace Ste
phen Jannan proceeded at once addressing Essie
Scofield Mr Penny informs me that he has wnit
ten you explammng our purpose I have already
mstructed you of the law in such a connesion and
there remains only your signatures to these papers
I begged you if you will remember to come with
cotnsel brt since you have not done that 1t will be
best for you to read this deed which 1s quite clear
1 ats mtent

Essie gazed dramatically at the paper the lawyer
tended her It means she said  that I am to
lose Eunice and because I cannot offer her any
advantages beyond those of a shm purse ¥ am a
most unfortunate creature Jasper Penny scraped
his chaiwr back impatiently but Stephen enforced his
silence with a gesture While my client under
stands that no monetary consideration can compen
sate for the breaking of ties of affection Stephen
Jannan went on smoothly  and while he offers nane
in payment to that end still we feel that some ma
terial recogmtion should be due vou Have you
anything to say suggest at this pomt?

Essie Scofields arm was about Eumces waist

I am to be parted from my httle daughter  he
exclammed and my tears are to be stopped with
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gold ~an affectionnte breast, a heart wrung ap-
peat stilled by & bribe  That 1s the price paid by 2
trusting an unsuspicious female Long ago when
a mere giri dazzled by —
Vie nont go mto that, Jannan nterrupted
but confine ourselies to the immedhate development
By signing the paper 1n question and accepling s
sum of money you surrender all clamm to tins chuld
known as Lunice Scofield
How will that affect ms — my posstion mn other
ways?  she demanded 1n & suddenly shrend suspt
crous tone Not at afl  the lawyer assured her
She sobbed once emotionally and Eunice regarded
her sith o wide unsparing curiosity ¢ A stranger
tome she gasped with a paper whatc face and flut
terng eyehds  Jasper Penny ejaculated sharply
How wuch Tsme?’ In & moment he jyudged
famuliar with 8 potential hysteria she might famnt
scream there were elerks people mn the pest roams
On the brink of collapse she hesitated twisting her
purple ud gloves
Tin thousand dollars  she said
Stepher Jannan glanced swiftly at his cousin and
the latter nodded ¢ That 13 satusfactory Jan
nan announced ¢ A mere formality ~ witnesses
Fume Scafichd traced her mgmature n round usm
formed charaeters Jasper Penny followed with &
haste smsll serspt and Tumce seated at the m
pre 31 ¢ talle printed her name slawly blotting 1t
106



4 THE FORGE

with a trailmg sleeve  The lawyer swung back the
door of a heavy safe and took out a pachage o
white bills of exchange on the Bank of Pennsylvama
Essie counted the notes independently thrust the
money 1nto a steel beaded reticule with sitk cords
and rose gathermg together her cashmere shawl
She ignored Eumce totally m the velded gaze she
directed at Jasper Penny It 1 better she told
him  if you write first when you expect to wisit
me Really the last time with some friends there
you were mnpossible  He bowed shiffly Don't
let a sense of duty bring you she concluded boldly
I get on surprisingly well as 1t 1s as 1t 15 she
reiterated and he thought her voice bore almost a

threat
When she had gone the two men sat gazing n a
common perplexity at the child  Stephen Jannans
lips were compressed Jasper Pennys face was
slightly drawn as if by pan  Eunice was nvest
geting & thick stick of vernmlion seahng wax and a
steel die Well?  Jannan queried nodding to
ward the table T thought something of Burlmg
ton® Penny rephed  but decided to place her n
New York Want to give her all the chance poss:
ble T mtend at what seems the proper time to
ecure her my own name He stopped the objec
tion ding his cousin s We wont
srgue that please Now about the will the pro
vision must be expliat and generous There at
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least I am able to meet & just requirement’ Jas
per Ponmy s will was produced o codiaal projected
appended and witnesses recalled
1 wanted to inqure about Miss Brundon  Jas
per sud finally the busmess despatched * She
scents to me very fragde for the conducting of
an Academy  Is there no famiy men to support
het?  And her mshitution~~does 1t continue to
progress well?
Vere  Jannan cephed to the last question first

Her children come from the best famihes 1 the
aty  end under my aduce her charges are hygh
She has @ brother I bebeve a cotton merchant of
AMew Orleans and quite prosperous  But he has &
farge famly and Susan will not permst hum to der
prive st of o dollar for her benefit  As you say, she
33 not streng but in spite of that she needs no mon §
patronage  The finest quabties Jnsper the most
elevated spamt A httle foo conseientions perhaps
and although she 1 thirty mne ennously ygnorant
of the warld but rare rare It almost seems
s of there were a conspiracy to heep ugly truths
away from her

Truths Jasper Penny thought hatterly such a3
had just been revcaled m Steplien s ofice  There
war 3t scersed nothing ke could do for Susan Brun
dont He ensied the lawver lus pastton of familiar
sdviser the ense with »luch the other spoke her
nsme Susan  He rose fumbling with & zade seal

‘Come Lomce In saxd the hines deepening sbout
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lis mouth and eyes Stephen Jannan assisted hur
mta the heavy furred coat ¢ Well Jasper he
remarked sympathetically if we could but look
ahead 1f we were older 1 our youth jes and
younger m our increasing age the world would be &
different place  He held out to Eumce a newly
mmnted Braziha1 goldprece ¢ Good bye he ad
dressed her  command me 1f T can be of any use

She clutched the gold tightly and Jasper Penny
led her out into the winter street We must have
dmner  he said gravely With some yellow rock
candy she added and syllabubs
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T returned to Myrtle Forge from New York
H with a mingled sense of pleasure nnd the
fechng that fus place was unsupporiably

empty  The lonelmess of which he had been inereas
mgly conscious scomed to have ats focus in Ins house
Lhe follawing morning he walhed restlessly down the
short steep descent to the Forge, iving on ats smit
water duerted from Canary Creeh  Unlike o great
many wron famskies of increawng prospenty, the
Iennys had not erected the unsightly buldings of
ther manufacturing about the secne of ther smtial
activity and mansion  Jaspers father, Damel
Barnes Tenny under whose hand their suceess had
fargely multiphed had grouped their first rolling mill
and small nml works by the canal at Jaffa presery
g the pastoral aspect of “Myrtle Forge with 1ts

farmiand and small, ancient, stone buildings
Jasper had only made some unimportant changes
at the Yorge ttsclf — the mgs were subjected to the
working of twa hearths now the chafery where the
greater part of the sulphur was burned out, and the
finery  Che old system of bellows had heen replaced
by a wood cvhinder compressing air hy puston mnto
& chismber from which the blast way regulated A
0
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Wlacksmith s shed had been added in the course of
time and a brick coke oven He stopped at the
Forge shed filled with ruddy light and shadow the
1ingmg of hammers and silently watched the malle-
able metal on the anwil Flakes of glowmg ron
fell changmg from ruby to blue and black

The Penny 1wron! The Forge had been operated
continuously since seventeen twenty seven hammer
ing out the foundation of his Jasper s position
He had taken a not incousiderable place i the suc
cession of the men of his family 1n him the Pennys
had reached their greatest importance wealth But
after im what? He was now the last Penny
man The foothold Gilbert had cut out of the
wild which Howat and Casmmir—an outlandish
name obviously traceable to his mother the foreign
widow —had 1 turn mcreased for Daniel and Jas
per would be dissipated His great great aunt
( aroline marrying a solid Quaker had contrbuted
foo to the famuly starmna whle her granddaugh
ter wedding a Jannan had increased the social pres
tige and connections of the famly  The Jannans
bankers and lawyers had alrcady converted the
greater part of therr iron inhertance mto more
specalative finance and the burden of the industry
rested on Jasper Penny s shoulders

At his death the name the long and faithful
labour the tangible monument of thewr endurance
and rectitude except for the tenuous momentary
fact of Eumce would be overthrown forgot He
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was conserous of o strong wner protest aganst such
oblivion He had of course often before lamented
the fact that he had no son but suddenly Iug loss
beeame a hundred times more poygnant, vegretiable
Jasper Penny caught agam the remembered op
pressite odour of fovglove, the aromahe rech of
brandy and eranges one i its impheations as ster
ile as the other e was possessed by an overwhelm
1ng sense of essential farlure, & recurrence of the dark
mood that had enveloped him i leaving the Jonnans’
bail

Yet he thought agamn he was still m the madstride
of lus hfe Iss powers  His health was unimpaired
hus presence bore none of the slachenig aspect of
wmereasing years ‘These fechngs occupied Inmy
speeding 1n & aingle cutter slagh over the cnsp snow
of the road leading from lus home to Shadrach Tur
nace where Graham Jannan and bis young wife had
been newly installed in the foromems duclling
There was 2 shght uneasiness about Graham s Jungy
n eonsequence of whach he bad been talen out of the
banking house of an uncle Jannan and Provost, and
sct at the more robust tash of picking up the man
sgement of an 1ron furnace

Tt was early afternoon the shy was as dryly pos
dered with unbrohen blue as waa the sarth with white
The mlver bells and scarlet pompons of the harncss
crackled 1n the still sntense cold and a blanched

sapour hung about the horse s hend  Jnaper Pennv
0.
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enveloped 1n volummnous buffalo robes and fur gazed
with an increased mterest at the fammhar flowing
scene nearby the forest had been eut and suave
rolling fields stretched to a far mauve haze of trees
the ul e smoke of farmh ys every
where climbed mto the pale wash of sunlight orderly
fence succeeded fence. How rapidly and prosper
ous the country was growmng' Even he could re-
member wide reaches of wild that were now cults
vated The game quail and wild tarkey and deer
was fast disappearmg The country was growmg
amazmngly too extending through the Lowsiana
Purchase State by State to Mexico and the Texan
border The era of the greatness of the Unmited
States had hardly begun while 1t was more than
probable that the greatness the power of the Penny
famly faced an immment destruction His revolt
at this joimng the more personal sense of the empt:
ness of s existence filled him with a bitter energy
a determmation to conquer somehow the obdurate
facts hemmmg hum m

The sleigh dropped over a rise nto a shallow fold
of hills with a collection of structures on a slope,
and a number of solid small grey stone dwellings
He glanced subconscrously at the stack of Shadrach
Furnace and saw that it was in blast — a colourless
lively flame with & thin white smoke Iike crumpled
muslin playing about 1ts base  The metalle ring of
a smithy rose at a crossing of roads and from the
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cnst house dmifted the reframn of & German song
He turned m by the comparatnely long low fagad
of the house where the Jannans were hving
A pegro led the borse and stergh back to a stable
and, bniskly sounding the pohished rron doarknocker,
he Jet himsclf mto the dimng room a chamber with &
wide, pot hung fireplace and plun mahogsny consul
tables with wood chmrs brightly panted with ar
chase flowers and scrolls m gold  Standmg at the
far sude of the room dcheately outhned agnnst &
Jow deeply embrasured window was Susan Brandon
A slow tide of colour rose to her ordinarly prle

cheehs corresponding with a formless gladness per
meating lis own bung  She wore ruffled lavender
with a clear Jace pelermne caught at ber breast by »
koot of straw coloured ribbon and sprig of rose
geranmm Mr fenny shesaid with a httle gasp
of surprise but her gaze was unwavering candid

Why not?  he replied bghtly 1 hasc a small
interest m Shadrach Y ou are surprising ~so far
from that absortang cadumy

Its mv eyes agam  she explaned X am ob-
Liged to rest  There s n very good assistant at the
school and Mary sweethy thought the country would
do me good

It 1s veally miraculous  Mary Jannan stated
entering from the hitchen  shell almost never
Werent we Juchy?  She was a small woman with
smooth brown hawr and an mir of guiet capability
¢ And its splendid to sce you she eontinued to
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Jasper Penny Dont for a minute think youll
get off before tomorrow, perhaps not then
Graham 1s out chop choppmg wood Actually
~— the suave Graham She indicated a high row of
pegs for Jasper Penny s furs Everythmng 1s ter
mbly primitive Most of the furmture was so sound
that we couldnt bring ourselves to discard 1t all
however old fashioned Lattle by hittle  Graham
Jannan entered a tall thin young man with erisp
pale yellow hair and a clean shaven sangume coun
tenance with challenging light blue eyes  He grected
the older man with a firm cold hand clasp I sup
pose you ve come out to discover what I have learn d
aboutron  Well I know now that a sow 1s not nec
rssanly & lady and that some blooms hate no bou
quet  Good rum has though after sler, hing

Upon alternately burning his fingers and throat
with a steaming glass of St Croix Jasper Penny and
{zraham Jannan proceeded to the Furnace where m
the cast house they watched the preparation for a
flow of metal  The head founder McQuatty bearded
to the eyes and swathed m a hide apron stood at the
Ironmaster s side The charcoal youd gets not
worth o bawbee he complamed  soft stuff would
hardly run lead And where they d cut siv thou
sand cords of wood will no longer show more than
four Shadrach ought to put out twenty-eight tons
of pig 1n a weekh and you sce the statements

Stone coal’ Jasper Penny replied ¢ and a hot
blast’ He turned to deseribe the latter to Jannan.
205




TRE THRFF BI4CK PEVN1S

“IVR come’ the founder agreed * ond the quahty
will go * He went forward to tap the clay sealed
hearth The hqwd iron poured into the channcls of
its sand bed sputtermg and slowly fadmg to dingy
grev ¢ 14 ke vou to tahe hold of this * Jasper
feonv told the younger man * grest changes
provements are just over the full I 1 miss them—
& link between the old and the new  But you would
seeatall  The raviroad will bring, about an sren sge
and then perhaps stest ¥ look for trouble tao-—
this damne d States Rights  The Soutn has been un
ensy since the Carolina Nullification Act Yt wilt be
a tune for action He gazed heenly st Greaham Jan
ren A pronusing young man he thought with &
considerable asset 1p hus wafe A woman the right
woman could make & tremendous difference 1 &
man 3 ceapabilitics

He elaborsted this thought fantastically at dinner
sitting opposite Sasan Hrundon Mary Jannsn
wore arange erepe with black loops of ball frmge
and purple sith dahbias and beside her Miss Brun
don s dress was naticcably simple  She voluntecred
httle but when directly addressed answered 1 %
guntle hesitating vor e that vetled the direetneys the
conviction of her replies  The rsght woman Jasper
Tenny ecpented siently Ten fifteen vears ago
when he had been free he would have acted ymmed:
ately on the feching that Susan Brundon was exactly
the wife he wanted  Dut no sueh person had 2p
pearen st that momentous period 1 fus hife

206



THE FORGE

However then he had been & totally different
bemg  perhaps the appreciation of Miss Brandon
her actual reahty lay for him entirely in his own per
ceptions  But 1f she would not have been the womar
for him then by heaven she was now! He expressed
this unaware of its wide implications unconscions of
the effect 1t would istantly have The thing silently
uttered bred an enormously increased necd the ab-
solute determmation that she was necessary to s
most perfunctary being  The thought of her alone
he discovered had been sufficient to grve him a new
energy a sense of rare satisfaction

Shortly expressed he wanted to marry her he
bad not he told himself oddly ever been married
The word had a significance which heretofore he had
completely missed A strange emotion stirred mto
bemng a longing thrown out from his new desire the
late born feeling of dissatisfaction 1t was a wish for
something m Susan Brundon which he experienced
but could not name  Roughly stated it was 2 hunger
to surround her with secunty comfort to fortify
the at best doubtful position of hfe m death for
her Yet he achnowledged to himself that this
regard for her safety was mostly the result of his
own mner blind striving  Her happmness had mag
1cally become hus  Beyond that he was unable te
penctrate

After supper they gathered 1 the chamber beyond
the dining room Here Jasper Penny found an m
congruous mmghng of old and new furniture  There
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was a high waxed walnut desk and cabinet, severcly
simple and before 1t a chur with a bach of clabo
rately carved and gilded tulips tufted n plum col
oured velvet The thick carpet was a deep rose and
the drapery of the mantel and windows garnet A
‘panted hood of brilliant Chinese colours had been
fastened before what was evidently an open hearth
for wich a coal stove was substituted  On the md
dle of the floor was an oriental hassock 1n silver bro
cade while a corner held a spinet piano decorated 1
roseate cupidy floner sprays and gold leaf Agam
an old cloch in Spanish mahogany with & rudely
pamted glass door had been left on the wall

Mary Jannan at the piano wove a delicate suc
cession of arpeggios  She sang 1n a small and
graceful vowee a cavatmna Tants Palpifi  Then

Ah que les amours de beaux heurs  Jasper
Penny listened with an unconscious approving pre
tence of understanding  But when 1n the course of
her repertorre she reached Sweet Suter Iay and
The Horn of My Loved One I Hear s pleasure
became actne Susan Brundon on the hassock,
hfted her sensitive face to the mld candle Dight
and 1ts still pallor gave him a shock of dehght  Her
hands were folded 1n the voluminous sweep of her
crinoline the ribbons st her breast rose and fell
softly

Jasper Penny and Graham were smoking long
fragrant cigars that the former hiad produced from a
lacquered case and Jannan had the ingredients of
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the hot punch at hus elbow It amused the young
man to persuade Susan Brundon to take 2 sip from
lus glass and they all laughed at her subsequent
gaspmg  Jasper Penny was astoundingly happy
hus beng radiated a warmth and contentment more
potent than that of the St Croix rum It was ac
compamted by an extraordmary lightness of spirit
a feelng of the desirability of Iife  Ihe memory of
his greying hair had left hum not 1t was true to be
replaced by the surging emotions of youth but by a
deep satisfaction

Susan Brundon Susan the right woman
He marvelled again at the brightness of spirat that
shone in her — Like a flame through a fine paper lan
tern  Susan at Myrtle Forge His thought be
came concrete he knew now defimitely that he had
determined to marry her His peace of mind 1n
creased There was no need for hurry the mere
dea was irradiating yet there must be no unneces
sary delay Incontrovertibly he had passed forty
The best period 1 a mans ife They would go to
the West Indies he decrded A ring with a square
emerald and roses of pearls It was almost imme-
diately time to retire His room narrow with a
sloping wall had a small wmdow @iving on a
flawless rectangle of snow hke the punty of Susan
Brundon

As he lay 1 bed staring wakefully agamst the
dark another memory crept mto lus thoughts — the
echo of a small querulous voice * yellow roc;tocnndy
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and syllabubs Eunice! \ sudden consternation
serzed him as he realized the necessity of telling Susan
fully about his daughter No escape, evasion, was
possible I she discovered the existence, the ustory,
of the child afternard — he lingered over the hap
pmess that term mmphed ——1t would destroy her
Ths, he told himself was not merely melodrama he
was thmlng of her dehcate sprritushity, so com
pletely shielded from the bald fatahty of facts An
increasing dread seized hum ot the thought of the
hurt his revelation would inflict on her  The mter
weavng of hfe in Life consequence on consequence,
the unbroken mtricacy of the whole fabrc of exist
ence realized anew filled him with bitter rebellion
The blind commtment of & vamshed youth, potent
after years still hung in a dark cloud over Susan
Brundon He was conscious of the past Iike anin
superable lead weight dragging at his attempted
progress  The secret errors of all the pasts that
had made him rose 1 a haggard shadowy troop
about his bed perpetuated multiplied against his
aspirations of tranquil release

Yt he told himself dressing in the bright flood
of mornmg 1f nothing perished but the mere, shred
dmg flish one quahty persisted cqually with the
other — the symbol of Iswie Scofield was no more
actual than Susan He had breakfast early with
Graham Jannan and in & resning optimsm &1
ranged for the Jannans to bring Miss Brundon to
Myrtle Forge for a night before lier departure  He
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vwhirled away n a sparkling veil of flung snow crys
tals before the women appeared

Susan Brundon would naturally, shrink from *vhat
he must tell her but he was suddenly confident of his
abihity to convince her of the supersor mmportance of
the actuality of what they together mght make of
the future He was accustomed to the bendmg of
circumstance to us will m the end he would prove
stronger than any hesitancy she might perhaps re
veal His desire to have her had grown to such
Proportions that he could not for an imnstant thinh
of existence without her as an mntimate part He
even mentally determined when he should go to the
city the jewellers for the square emerald and
flovered pearls He would do over the rooms where
he had Lived 1n the thin formalty of lus marriage
with Phebe settle an amount on Essie shred
ding flesh It would do the hving woman no more
injury than the dead Oranges and brandy satin
and gold and ease

He wrote through Stephen Jannan to Essie Sco
field that afternoon statng the generous terms of
us final arrangement with her making 1t plain that
all personal contact between them had reached an
end Hereafter she mu t exclusively address any
unaveidable communications te Mr Jannan  She
disregarded this m a direct mevitably complaming
laborious scrawl However he could read through
1t her obvious relief at complete independence  She
would she thought stay where she was for a httle
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a period of perfunctory sentimcntolity fol
Toned He destroyed the letier turnmg with deep
pleasure to the message from Graham Jannap that
he would bring Susan Brundon and Mary to Myrtle
Torge the following day

His mother, with imty ‘Merhen hhe 8 timd and
reduced tephea at her back greeted the Jannans
and Miss Brundon at the door  Jasper Penny came
forward from the smoling room to the mght of
the mamn entrance where the men retired for an
appetizer of gin and Intters ‘The older man was
gorbed with exact care s whishers were closely
tnmmed on ether side of s severe mouth and
shapely dommant chin  and s sombre eyes un
der their brows drawn up toward the temples held
an upusual radlery  Amity Merhen he Jearned hed
desired to stay away from the supper table but to
her distress he forced her inte a chair sct by lum
self Susan sat at the other end of the table m
the place that had been Phebes  He gazed at her
with a satisfaction without surprise for 1t scemed
to lum that the woman bevond tum had alwavs oc
cupied the fore of Ius existence  She wore pale grev
the opeming at her neeh filled with soft lace and
pinned with a garnet brooch and n deep fringed
wiite sl shawl The conversation was ambling
but to Jasper Penny pitched i a key of viter de-
hight  He sad Little through supper and a2t ats
end with Graham Jannan immediately followed the
others nto the parlour
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There Mary Jannan repeated her songs French
English and Italian and Jasper Pennv histened with
a poignant emotional response Graham and his
wife had arranged to sleigh back to Shadrach Fur
nace that evemng but Susan Brundon was to stay
at Myrtle Forge and take the tram from Jaffa to
morrow  The Jannaps finally departed and Jas
per Penny showing Susan through the chambers of
the lower floor succeeded 1n delaying her seated in
the smoking room
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G that the moment which he had so eare
N fully planncd had arrived he was curiously

reductant to preaipitate Susan and himself
mto the future  The lamps on a manted, hooddd 1
alabaster cast a diffused radiance over Susans sif
very dress on her countenance famtly flushed above
the white folds of the shawl What 1 that
sound? * she suddenly quemed ‘1 heard st aft
through supper and before It seems to live an the
walls the very air here

The tnip hammer of Myrtle Torge he rephied
grarely 1 suppose st nught fanaifullv be called
the beating of the Penny heart 3t does pound
through every associated stone and I have a notion
that when st stops we shall stop too  The Penny
men have all been fmthful to 1t and it has been
fauthiul to us given us a hold 1n a new country &
hold of wrought iron?

How beautsful  she murmured ‘how strong
and safe!

It pleascs me that vou fodl that® he plunged &
rectly nto his purpose  for Y intend to offer vou
all the strength nnd safety it contams  Her
hands fluttered to her chechs a sudden fear touched
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her yet her eyes found lus unwaveringly ¢ If that
were all  he contmued standing aboveher 1f Thad
only to tell you of the iron 1f the metal were flawless
1d be overwhelmed with gladness But almost no
aron 15 perfect the longest refimng leaves bubbles
faults Men are Iike that too Susan  She
grew troubled sensitwely followng s mood her
hands were now pressed to her breast her lips parted
She was so bewilderingly pure 1 her dim it pearly
haze of silk that he paused with an wnvoluntary con
traction of pain at what must follow
The child Eunrce he struggledon I couldnt

leave her at the Academy because 1t might mjure
you I had brought her in a most blind egotism
and so I took her away  She 1s my daughter

He saw that at first she totally missed the imphica
tion of his words But  she stammered I was
told you had no how would that—?  Then
she stopped as sharply as if a hand had compres cd
her throat A vivid mantle of colour rose m her
face she made a motion of rsing of fight but sank
back weakly It 15 eriminally mdeheate to sp ah
to you of this hesad but it was absolutely neces
sary I want to marry you m that errcumstance a
Tre would be fatal later or sooner

She attempted to speak her hps quivered but
only a low gasp was audible Tt was worse even
than he had feared Now however that he had
told her he felt happrer more confident Surely
after a hittle she would forgine forget 1 want
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to marry you he repeated torn with pity at her
fragihty ber wisble sufferng ¢ All that mght
hurt you has been put out of my hfe, out of our
future The way 1s open before us the refinng 1
would do anything ta spare you belwese that but
the truth now, best

¢ Always,”’ she said m & faint vorice  “T am try
ing to—to realze  Oh' I suppose such things do
occur but the child herself you-—dont sce how
that so mear — she broke off, gazing wide eyed out
of her misery  He was conscious of the dull regular
beat of the Forge hammer  Cod how the mperfee
tions persisted! But he told humself savagely, m
the end the metal was steadfast He would cer
tamly overcome her natural revulsion from what she
had just heard The colour had left her clieehs,
vsolet shadows gathered about her eyes she seemed
more unsubstantial than civer He would repay
agun and agan the suffering he had brought her
Having declared lumself he was alinost tranquil
there was o total absence of the impetuous emotion
alism of vouth the blind tyranny of desirc  JDis
fecling wns deeper and accompamed by o far more
insolved plulosophy of self rccogmition At the same
time vhile acutely conscious of his absolute need of
Susan Brundon he was at a loss to discover its €8
sence shape  Refore he had hnown her he had been
obsessed by a distaste for hus existence he had des
perately wanted something without definitron

And Susan was that desirc  delicate clear-eyed
S
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Susan Yet still the heart of her escaped him

Jasper Penny had told himself that his new dis
satisfaction was merely the result of his accumu
lating years but beyond the fact that such an m
crease mght have brought him different and Leener
perceptions  that explanation was entirely made-
quate e wanted a qualty beyond s experience
beyond he realized any material condition — Susan
Brundon yes but 1t was no comparatively simple
urge of sex the natural selection of the general am
mal creation There was no question of passionate
mportumities those here would he worse than
futile all that he desired was beyond words moving
m obedience to a principle of which he had not
caught the shightest glhmpse Yet confident of s
ultimate victory he mamtained the dommating pres
ence of a black Penny

Susan Brundon had sunk back mto the depths of
her capacious chair she seemed utterly exhausted
as 1f she had been subjected to a prolonged brutal
strain  But still her eyes sought lim steady m
their hurt regard There 15 so much that I can
giveyou he blundered wmmediately conscious of the
sterility of his phrase I mean better things —
peace and attention and— and understanding I
won t attempt any of the terms usual commonplace
at such moments jou must take them where they
are worthy for granted T only tell you a lamenta
ble fact and ask you to marry me Ppromuse you the

tenderest care —
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¢ 1 know that® she rephed, with obvious difficulty,
hestation  *111 not thank vou 1t 1s terrbly &f
ficult for me I'd hike to answer you as you wish
1 menn reply to - to your reaucst But the other
the child, dragged about therc was such a distrust
a wanness 1 her face”

‘There 15 no good 1n thinking of that alone * he

stated with a return of Ius customary decision

No one can walk backwards mto the future Tty
to connider only the :immediate question what Xhave
asked vou — will vou marry me? *

Is that all you have to explam?’ she ashed
¢Ts there now no one clse that counts?™ The edge
of a cold dread entered Ius hopes  If vou refer
to the child s mother  he smd stiffly, “ she 1s amply
well taken care of, you need wastc no sentimental
thoughts on her

Ab' > Susan exclmmed shripling  Her hands
closed tightly on the wide silk of her shart  The fear
deepened within him 1t would be impossible to ex
plam Essie to the woman before tum  Esste, falsels
draped in conventional attnibutes, defied hum to ulter
the mmple truth He raged siently st hus mipo-
tence the nlubition that prevented the expression of
what might be said for himself  Tssse Seoficld had
Uke every one else Iived in the terms of her bong
sttracting to herself what essentially she was it was
norther bad nor good but inewitable Ihs contact
with her had been the result of mutual qualities
qualities that were no longer valid et to say that
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would place him 1 a damnable hght gve him the
aspect of the meanest opportunist  Susan breathed

That poor woman It was precisely what he had
expected feared —the adventitious illusion'! He
had an mpulse to describe to her even at the price
of his own condemnation the condition in which he
had found Eumce but that too perished slently
Jasper Penny grew restive under the unusual re-
strant of hus position

‘ Do you mmnd —no more at present  Susan
Brundon said I am upset please another time
1f 1t 15 necessary I feel that T couldn t answer any
thngnow I must goup no your mother will show
me  She rose and he realized that she would listen
no further There was an astomshing strength of
purpose behind her deprecating presence  She was
more determimed than himself  He watched her walk
evenly from the room heard the low stir of voices be
yond with a feeling that he had been perhaps fatally
clumsy  All that he had said had been wrong
brutally selfish He had dehberatels mvited failure
he should have been patient waited giien her a
chance to know and 1f possible value him come to
depend on him on Iis yudgment Iis ability mn her
welfare But mn place of making himself a neces
sity he had launched at once into facts which she
must find hideous  She had said  another time of
necessary  His mouth drew into a set line — there
would be another and another until he had per

suaded gamed her
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He It a cigar, and walked discontentedly up and
across the room  The sound of the Forge hammer
agam crept into his consciousness the Penny iron
— the fibre the actuality of the Penny men! He
repeated this arrogantly but the declaration no
longer brought reassurance the certamnty even of
the wron faded from him he had faled there too
digging a pit of oblinien for all that thair genera
tions of toil had accomplished The past mexorably
woven nto the pattern of the future! Eumece so
soon wary distrustful Susan had scen that m
mediatels would perpetunte all that he wished
dend — Essie and himself bound together projected
m an undesirable ummortahty through endless hyes
strivuing hike humself to escape from old chains

If he faled with Susan his existence would have
been an unmitigated evil the iron Ins petty matenial
triumphs would rust but the other go on and on
s thoughts became & maze of pity for Tumce 1
fimte regret of the past o bitter encrgy of hope for
what might follow

He turned with prnide to Ius forging —long
wrought charcoal iron  the world would know no bet
ter  Still mith lus penetration of the future he real
1zed that the old carcful processes were doomed
He had difficulty m assembling enough adequate
workmen to fill the increasing contracts for bar iron
and rails now and the demand with the extension of
steam rulwavs  would grow resistlessly lore
wholesale methods of production were being utihzed
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datly he was one of the foremost adherents of 1m
provement  but suddenly he felt a porgnant regret
at the imevitable passing of the old order of great
Ironmasters th principahties of furnaces and
forges He was still he felt such a master of hus
men and miles of forests and clearings Lme pits and
ore banks coal holes mlls coke ovens hearths
and manufactories He might stll drne to Vir
gmia through a continuous lme of his interests his
dommation over his labourers n all their personal
and industrial implications was patriarchal he com
manded through ther allegiance and his entire
grasp on every 1ota of therr vang their day s jour
ney but he told humself he was practically the last
of s hind

New and different industrial combmations were
locking together m great agglomerations of widely
separated activities the human was superseded by
the imndustrial machine where men were efficient sub
servient cogs m a cold and successful automaton
of bustness A system of general credit was spring
mg up the old old payments mn Lind n iron or
even meal and apparel or gold had gisen place to
reciprocal understandings of deferred indebtedness
The actual thousands of earlier commerce were re-
placed hy theoretical millions His own realty s
personal property because of such understandings
were outside computation 'They were he hnew
rechoned 1n surprisiny, figures but m & wide spread

pame forced Lgmdation the greater part of s
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wealth would break Lke straw It was the same with
the entire country

His thoughts returned to Susan to the longing
for the peace the mnviolable security, she would bring
to the centre the heart, of his hfe No material
catastrophe could shape deplete, her richness of
spirit  Fragle as she was, with her need of rest
her diffidence and pallor she yet scemed to Jasper
Penny the most — the only — secure thing 1n the
world She defied he murmured death atself
Wonderful

He moved slowly to his sombre bed room withits
dark velour hangings and ponderous black walout
furmture precisely scrolled with gilt  The interior
absorbed the hight of a single lamp robbing 1t of
radiance A clock deliberately struch the hour with
an audible whirrmg of the spring  Jasper Penny
took out from a drawer a tall narrow ledger s
calf binding powdering mn a yellow dust with a blur
ring label  Forgcbook Mjyrtle Forge 1750
He sat openmng 1t on the arm of an old Vwandsor
reading chair he had msisted on retaiming among
the recent upholstery and studied the entrics some
wntten 1n a small seript with ornamental capitals
and red hined day headings others in an abrupt man
ner with heavy down strohes The latter he knew,
had been made by s great grandfather Howat

“ Jonas Rupp charged mith three pair of woollen
stochings shoes for Minnie  Ilowat had been
young when Minme s shoes were new  twenty some-
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thing — five or six  He must have married not lony,
after Howat—Ilike humself —a black Tenny
The special interest Jasper Penny felt for this par
ticular ancestor grew so vivid that he almost felt
the others presence m the room at s shoulder
He consciously repressed the desire to turn suddenly
aud surprise the shadowy and yet clear figure in the
gloom  The features of the youth so long gone and
yet too he felt the replica of his own young years
were plam  the dark eyes slanted brows the m
patient mouth

His commumty of sympathy with the other who
was still m a mcasure himself was mexphcable for
obviously Howat had escaped Jasper s blundering —
an early marriag 8 son the son whose name hke
hi mother s made such an evotic note m a long
sound succession of Isabels and Carolines and Gil
berts was a far different tale from his owvn  Yetat
versisted It scemed to lim that the silence of the
Toom grew stramed there was the pecultar tension
of a muteness desperately striving for utterance
He waited Distened 1m a rigrdity of which he was
suddenly ashamed mdiculous He relaxed the
memory of his own vouth flooded bach rapt hum i
visions scents sounds The premomtory whirring
of the cloch spring sounded once more followed by
the slow increasmg strokes Agam  His body
wavered on the verge of sleep and he straightened
lumself sharply then he rose and putting back the

Forgebook undressed
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Susan at breakfast her shoulders wrapped m e
serious toned pelerne smd httle  Jasper Penny 1
stmctyvely exchaded her from a tznaal conyersation
She was he demded paler than usual the shadoxs
under her eyes wire indige He was filled nith sclf
condemnation  \Mrs Punny gazing at her with
beady discernment ashed of her rest had been inter
ropted I am always an wdifferent slecper,
Susan Brunden replied evasnely  He followed It
mto the earmage that wos to take her to the stalor
at Jaffx and ignormg her shight gasp of protest
grasped the rens held by the negro coachman
Havweser they proceeded over the short distance o
the town without speech  He was torn between &
wish to spare her and the destre to urge Ins own pur
pose  But more mmwmediatels he waated o mahe
sccure the ncar hour of lus seesmg her agan  Ie
ashed finally VOl you be at the Jannans thie
weeh or are visitors recened at the Academy ?

No  she rephied to the first  and I have wer)
hittle tume between classes Yom sce they fill the
whole dav tashs and plensures It 1 difficalt for
me to—to talk on & generaltty of themes with
callers

T hase na intention of bang diffuse  he rephed
pointedly I conld confine my entice consersabion
to one request —

Please  she nterrupted prtnbly T mm ut
tesly wretched now  The mmplest gentility ~—  she

ooy
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paused but her wish was clear He restramed lim
self with dufficulty Dmifting slowly across the scat
tered roofs of the town was the leaden smoke of his
mlls and fires as they drove into the mam street the
thin crash of his iron was andible  Men everywhere
bowed to him with marked respect But the woman
at hus mde sat erect drawn away from him unmoved
by all that, to the world he was There was an
appalling quality mn her aloofness from what ma
terially he might advance 1n extenuation the things
5o generally potent here were no more than slag
He searched within for what might bend influence
her for whatever he mught have of value in her eves
He found nothing It was a novel and pamful ex
pertence and 1t bred m him a certamn anger he
became merely stubborn He declared to himself
with an oath that he would gain her and he pulled
up his horses vicrously at the station rack Th
too hurt her she exclaimed famtly at the brutally
drawn bits A man hirneld forward to take her
bag and then 1 & blowing of horn a har h exhaust
of steam she was gone A last hurried impression
o her delicate profile o1 a small pane of glass ac
companied him back to Mjrtle Forge There his
mother regarded him with an oper concern
Somethmgs on your mind  she declared I
passed vour door at mdmght and there was light
under 3t I ve often told you about sitting up late
Im getting along he replied hghtly You
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fail to do justice to the weight of my mereasing ma
jomtv  But n a httle you'll be astonished at my
renewed youth” He became serious m speakmg
conscious of the new hife Susan would must, bring
mto s existence



XVIIL

INCE he had declared himself so decidedly
and at once no hesmitation was possible he
must he was aware move remorselessly for
ward 1n assault To sweep Susan Brundon imnto his
desire overwhelm her defences—he called them
prejudices but immediately after withdrew that term
— offered the greatest the only promise of success
An obliterating snow fell for the following thirty
hours and a week went by m the readjustment to
ordmary conditions of living and travel But at
the end of that period Jasper Penny left yrile
Forge for the aity with a determined an almost
confhdent mouth and a bright hard gaze Late
afternoon he decxded would be the best time for hus
appearance at the Academy And he western shy
was a lummous bright red when he passed under
the stripped uneasy branches of the willow trees to
the school door

Miss Brundon s office mgorous as the corndor of

2 hospital had a table and uncompromsing wooden
chairs on a rectangle of blwish pink carpet a glow
ing round stove held a place on a square of gleam
1ng embossed zine while the remaimng surfaces were
scrubbed oak flooring and white calimme A large
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geographer s globe, a sphere of pale glazed yellow
traced in violet and thin vermulion and cobalt rested
an an mvoluted mahogany stand and a pile of text
boaks covered n gay mushn made a single decisnve
note of eolour

bhe kept lum watting he felt uneasily, a long while
perhaps she had a class but he filt that that was
not the reason for her delay  When she finally ap
peared 1n soft brown menino with & deep fichy of o'd
dard lace, and black ribbons she conrageously held
out o dehghtfully cool smoath hand ¢ At first,
she sawd dircctly I thought st would be better not
to sce you at all  Yet that wasnt genteel and 1
felt too that I must speah to you Tsen at the
danger perhaps of trespasaing wnto your prvacy '

1 hase given you the absolute rght to do that’
he tald her It will onlv bring me pleasure to—
to suppose I interest you cnough —'
Ab but soudo  she cricd with claspig fingers

It has made my work here sery difficult the quit
hns gone Lefare echaes that I think every child must
hear cchoes from spaces rud things that appsll me
Here vou sce I have hised so apart from others per
haps selfi hly that I had grown accustomed to n
false sense of perce  Qaly lessons and little ques
trons little hands It seemy now that I hase been
outside of bfe itself 1 a cowardly seclysion  Yetat
had alwavs been that wav 1 didnt know* Her
{acc was deeply troubled the clear depths of her eyes

held 8 new questiomng donbt
aag
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It s because of that mamly I ask you to marry
me  he replied standing before the table at which
unconsciously she had taken her place 1t 1s be
cause of your astomshing punty You are so beau
tiful and this quiet peace — you must have 1t all
your Dife 1t 1s the air the garden arr for you to
flower in I can give 1t to you mules of it farther
than you can see All thet you care for heaped
about you But not that only he msisted for I
realized that no one lhives to whom such things are
less I can give you something more not to be talked
about whatever my lhfe has been 1t has at least
brought me to your fect I have learned for you
that there 15 a thing men must have God knows
exactly what—a craving to be satisfied a—a
reaching  And that itself the Lnowledge of such
need 1s not without value Because of 1t I agan
and shall agam 1f necessary ash you fo marry me

She replied 1n a low voice You must marry the
child s mother  For the first time she avorded him
bright blood burned n her cheehs a hand on the
edge of the table was stramng white A sudden
fechng of helplessness came over lum with behind 3t
the ever present edge of anger of mmpatience He
took a step forward asif to crush by sheer msist
ence her opposition but he stopped He Tost en
tirely the sense of her fragile physical being she
seemed only & spimt shimng and high and insu
perably lovely ‘Then all feeling was lost but the
realization that he could not —1n any true sense —
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live without her  *Susan, he said, leanmg for
ward  vou must marry me Do you care for me
at all??

Her breast rose and fell under the dehicate contour
of her wool gown “The child s mother * she re
peated ¢ you shonld marry her How ean vou do
differently?  What can it matter of I care about
jou?  She rased a misershle face “How can
X7 ? she asked

He eould think of no other answer than fo repeat
his supreme necessity for her  He struggled to tell
her that this was an altogether different man from
Esste Scoficld s companton  but tus words were un
convinemmg humted by the inhilntion of custom A
transparent dusk deepened 1a the room accompanted
by a pause only broken by the faint explosions of the
soft coal The power of persunsion of speech ap
peared to have left lnm  There must be some con
vinemg thing to say some last all powerful argu-
ment It eluded hm  The exasperation returned,
spreading through lns bemg

Surely 7 she said {aboriously ¢ there 1s only one
course for you for us all

¢ I mever marry Essie Scofield!’ he declared
bluntly s vorce was unespectedly loud, unpleas
ant and 1t surprised him only less than Susan Bron
don  She drew back and the eolour sank from het
cheeks an ancreasing fear of him was vinble
¢ In the first place * he continued ¢ Fssic probably
wouldn t hear of 3t And 1f ¥ managed that 3t would

230



THE FORGE

be only to make a prnate hell for us both It
would mot 1t couldn t last & month There 1s noth
g magical in marriage itself there s no general sal
vation m it nothing to change a man or woman
Why by heaven thats what you have taught me
that 15 the heart of my wanting you You must
feel 1t to understand  He arcled the table and
laid 2 hand on the back of her chair Susan

Her head was bowed and he could see only her
smooth dark bands of hair and the whiteness of her
nech Susan  he sad agamn A second wrong
will not cure the first If one was mexcusable the
other would be fatal Married — to some one clse
with yourself always before me— surely you must
see the impossibility of that And am I to come to
nothing eternally fail because of the past? Isnt
there any escape any hope any possibality? You
don t realize how very much will go down with me
T am a man 1 the mddle of life and haven t the time
the elasticity of youth A few more years to the
descent  But with you they could be splendidlv
usefu] happy bappy I think for us both I lLnow
that & great many people would say as you have but
1 1s wrong m every aspect absolutely hopeless
Essie s values are totally different from yours she
has her own necessities one measure will ot do for
all women

She rose and stood facmg i very near her
crmolime swaymg agamst hun and sard bhodly

You shall marry her
o1
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111 be damned 1f I do  Jasper Penny asserted
I will marry you you he whispered with Ins lips
agamst the fineness of her ear  Her hands were on
Ius shoulders but she neither drew herself into his
embrace nor repulsed him  He wanted to crush her
softness 1n his arms to kiss her still face mto
acquiescence The quality the hind of his need
made 1t mmpossible  She shipped back without a
sound mto her charr drooping forward over the
table
A sharp pity invaded lnm holding hum back from
her silencing the flow of lus reasoning and appeal
It defeated in the stirring tenderness of 1its consid
eration hts purpose  He could not contmue tor
menting her raching her delicate taut sensibihities
by a hard msistence  Ile withdrew quietly to where
lus hat and stick vested on o chur end gathered
them up  Stll she didnt move raise her head
breah the low fumbhing of the soft coal Ife could
no longer distingwish her elearly she was blurring in
a (us] decping so imperceptibly that it secemed 8
gradual failing of lus vision The geographers
lobe appeared to sway slightly Iike o balloon tied
to a stning  the gay mushn of the piled text books
had lost their designs  Suddenly the room without
motion the approaching mght the desirable presence
of the woman growing more immaterial more shadon
ke to clude hus reaching hands presented o symbol
an cpitome of hmself Dav fading swifth nto
dark  dissolving the realities of table and flesh and
og0
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floor leaving only the hunger the msuperable m
ner necessity and sense of loss

¢ Good bye he breathed Jasper Penny saw
that she raised her head he caught the glmmermg
pallor of her face But she said nothing and sank
back anto the crumpled position on the table He
went out closmg, the door of the office shutting her
wto the lonelmess of her resolve her nsistence

In the familiar rooms at Sanderson s Hotel he re-
volted agam and agam all that she had said  For a
httle he even endeavoured to mspect calmly the poss:
bility of a marriage with Essie Scofield  Steeped m
Susan s spint he thought of 1t as a reparation to
Eunice perhaps to Essie but more certamly to an
essence withm limself  But immediatelv he saw the
futility of such a course the mesorable logic of
existence could pot be so easily placated ats rhym
ing of cause and effect defeated All that he had
told Susan Brundon recurred strengthened to an
immovable conviction The thought of marrymg
Essie was mtolerable farcical to the woman herself
it would mean utter boredom. Such a thing must
lead mevitably to a greater misfortune than any of
the past Susan in her resplendent ignorance of
facts faled to realize the impossibiity of what she
upheld No mo it was out of the question

He wondered 1f he had progressed in the other his
supreme wish  And he felt with a sbirning of blood
that he had  Susan cared for hun  her action had
made that plam That was a tremendous advan
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tage with another he would have thought it eon
clusive  but not — ot quite with Susan Brundon
He had o deep regard for her determmation, so sur
prisng mn the mdst of her framhty Yot of pity
had not prevented lim  this afternoon, 1n her office
he might have foreed her to n sharper realization of
a more earthly need the ache for sympathy con
solation, the mmperative cry of self  That was his
greatest difficulty to ovircome her hifelong habut of
thinking of others before herself  Such he knew
was the root of her appenl for Dssie rather than 8
cold dogg p Self-eff t

At this n restie state followed personaliy he had
no confidence n the sacnifice of mdividual aums and
happiness  Anv course of that sort he told lnm
self, in the managemnt of lus practieal affeurss
would bave resulted in hus fadure There were 8
hundred men 1 the country plotting for hus over
throw anxious to take hus position scheming to un
dersell lim to discover the seerct of the quality of hus
won rals  Others he had dehberatcly recessanly
runed  No good would have been serred by ¢
stepping aside allawing smaller men to flourish and
annoy hun cut down hus production by inconuder
able sales  He and his family had built a great
yes and benefieral industry by ruthlesste beatmg out
a broad and broader wav for thew progress It was
needful to gaze fixedly at the end desirable and move
mn the strarghtest hine possible

Susn’n stopped by the way A thousand httle acts
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of alleviation at best temporary interrupted her
lvmng Cluldren not hers dragged at her skt
How much better for her to have a child of her own
Therr child! A great deal that had been vague 1
his thoughts became concrete at that last period
not only the possible succession of the 1ron but the
camprehension that & child now before the mncreasmg
sterility of multiplying years would be an mage of
all his mmost eraving and which must else be lost

Eunice was different Pity mingled with a nigud
sense of his duty and a fant accent of parenthood
comprehended hus feelng for her He stated this
to himself clearly admitting what delinquency it
carried It was smply, an mncontrovertiblc fact
and 1t was his habit to meet such things squarely A
blackh Penny he had no impulse to see existence n
1mposed sentimental or formally moral conceptions
From al] this he returned with o fechng of delight
to lus personal longmng for Susan Brundon he saw
her bowed over the table m an exhanstion almost an
attitude of surrender A slender phable figure
soft merigo and face  He saw her beyond the candles
of Graham Jannan s supper table a rose gerantm
at her breast 'The motto of the bon bon partially
returned

ngeductl  je taimet
“ 1 bon hear supreme!
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N the mormng he walked over to Stephen Jan
nans office on Iourth Street 'The day was
unespectedly warm and & mist rose about the

wet brichs of the eity He proceeded directly nto
Stephen s private enclosure I was about to write
you the latter stated It s well enough for vou
to direct Mrs Scofield to confine her pleas to me
and comparatively sumple to picture her drawing a
quarterly sum 1t an orderly manner but liow you
are going to realize that happy conception 15 m
creasingly bevond me I have to point out to her
datly —a great nmwsance 1t 13 — that she cannot
have her mcome before 1t 3s due  Heaven hnows
what she has done with the other money 1n s0 short
awhile  She hasn t moved apparently mcreased her
establishment  at your direction the ills were st
tled and heaven knows she had no reluctance m pre-
sentmg all that were permissible and a number
doubtful ‘There1s of course one probabihity

Tasper Penny s thoughts returned to the stony

handsome youth he had seen 1 the company of

Fasie's friends to the insinuations of the woman who

had been temoved protesting her superiority and

warmng him aganst o talor s dummy Vel at

was no longer his affair what Essie did with her
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money what m her affections remamed unmparred
Rather 1t was reassuring that she had so promptly
found solace 1t enlarged Ius own feelng of free
dom It got worse yesterday Stephen Jamnan
continued  she came to the office msisted on seemng
me Luchily I was busy with a mastership that
hept me over three hours  But she left I was told
with the air of one soon to return ~ She was brandied
with purpose 'There 15 no end Jasper to what I
am prepared to do for you but my dear fellow
neither of us can have this  She wept My voung
gentlemen were pierced with sympathetic cunosity
You must realize Jasper that you are not a spar
Tow to float unnoticed from ledge to ledge

An angry impotence sezed Jasper Pennv  He
was tempted to have Stephen Januan turn over to
Essie at once a conclusive sum of money  That
would put an end to any commumecation between
them provide her with the power of self gratification
which for Essie Scofield spelled forgetfulness
For a little he was obliged weanly to add To
gether with such a young man as he had seen in her
house her capacity for expenditure would be lLimit
less  She would come back to him with fresh de
mands perhaps at an imconceivably awkward time
m a celeulated hvsterta — he had cause to know —
surprisingly loud and convineing  Susan must be
absolutely secured agunst that possibiity  He
could not help but think of the latter as yrelding
the end married to him
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He gazed at Stephen Jannan m a sombre perplex
ity A nwsance ” the other nodded ¢ Only time
1 suppose and the most rzd adherence to your
statements will convince the Iady of what she may ex
pect  In the meanwhile frankly we had better put
1t 1n some other hands not so much on my account
as your own— the sympathetic young gentlemen,
you sce That can be casily arranged’

Jasper Penny was not thanking of the matenal
Essic the present concrete problem but he was once
more absorbed m the manner 1 which her 1nfluence
followed apparently shaped his existence He was
agun appalled by the vitality of the past the phrase
itself was an error there was no past All that
had gone that was to comc met ceaselessly i the
present a confuston of hope and regret It was evt
dent that he would have to see Dssic again and ex
plan that what she had from him depended entirely
on her reciprocal attitude  Tlus could only be sat
1sfactory in person  Ile would go to her at once
to-day  An enormous reluctance ta enter her house
again possessed lum - Lhe mere act had the aspeet
of an acknowledgment of her continued potency, her
influence over im  He put 1t off as long as possible
and 1t was past fise when he finally walked slowlt
toward her door

She was i and he saw on the hall stand & «lh
hat and overcont cut 1n nn extreme of current fash
100 The servant preceded him above toward the

room usual for casual gatherings and he heard a
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sudden low murmur expostulation follow the an
nouncement of his name  Essie Scofield appeared at
the top of the stairs Come up she sad m a
hestating sullen voice  He mounted without reply
As he had expected Daniel Cul er was present and
rose to greet lum neghgently from a lounging attt
tude on the sofa  His coat cut back to the hnees
was relentlessly tapered the collar enormously rolled
and revered and a white Marseilles waistcoat bore
black spots as large as & Bolivian half dollar while
& blacl scarf 1t was called the Du Casses fell i an
avalanche of ruffes He moved toward the door
fitting hus coat carefully about his shm waist Im
away Essie he proclaimed
When will you come agamn Damel? she ashed

with an oppressive humiity She gazed at Jasper
Perny wath & momentary delay then with an utter
disregard of his presence laid her hands on the
younger mans shoulders Soon  she hegged
Obviously 1l at ease he abruptly released himself

Y dont care she cried defiantly Il tell the
whole world you are the sweetest man m1t  Jasper’s
nothing to me nor I to huin  And Im not afrawd of
hun of what he might threaten either Stay Dan
tel and youllsee I will look out for us Dan

Her unexpected frankness was mevitably followed
by an awkward silence  Damel Culser finally cursed
below s breath avoiding Jaspers cold mquiring
gaze Im glad I said 1t Essie proceeded now

he knows how things are  She went up agam to
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the younger and Jaid a chinging arm sbout s shoul
ders Im mad about you Dame! you know 3t
there s nothing I wouldn t do for vou gine yousf 1
could Isnthe heautifd?  she fatulousts demanded
of Jasper Penny

¢ You are making a fool of vourself and me * the
subject of her adulation roughly declared e e
moved her arm so foraibly that the scarlet print of
tus fingers was visible on her soft dead white stan

Probably vou have gone and spoiled eserything
And remember what I said 1 am & man of my
ward

Jasper Penny deyly thought that the term man
was singularly mappropnate m any connection with
the meticulousty garbud tgure before um 1 ssie
would hase s difficult tume with thet stony vouth
She regarded hum with cyes of idolatry drawimng her
fingers over the sheve wmpatiently held asde from
her touch ¢ Im gomg e stated once more W
pofitels  but she barred him at the door 1 wont
you to sty she ened excitediy  hear whet T am
going to say what I am going to do for you® She
advanced toward Jusper Pennt 1 nshed that Jan
nan for more money beeause I had grven Damed all
T tnd snd ¥ wanted still more to gse hum X1 de-
mand things all ms Qe for him everything I have
5 his She gasped at the verge of an emotsonal
outburst  Her heart pounded wnstcadidy beneath
»n adsentihious lace covering her face was lenden
sith startling daubs of vermition pamt ¢ Give me
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a great deal of money now at once so that I
can go to Damel with my hands full
That 15 why I came here Jasper Penny re-

phed  to tell you that you must not use up your
income at onee on the first weeh almost of 1ts pay
ment becruse you will be able to get no more until
another instalment 15 due I havent the shghtest
interest in where your money goes 1t 1s absolutely
your own but I cannot have you after it every
second day The admmistration will be put m a
different quarter rigidly dispensed and any con
tinued mopportunities will only result 1 difficulties
for yourself

She cursed him 1 a gasping spent breath  Essie
looked 1l he thought Damel Culser hstemng at
the door made a movement to leave but the woman
prevented him hanging about his neck No! No!
she exclaimed It will be all night T can get 1t

more Be pahent  Jasper Penny walked

stiffly to the exit where he paused at the pomt of
repeating lis warmmg  Essie Scofield was hfting a
quivering tear drenched face to the vexation of the
fashionable youth He was attemptmng to repulse
her but she held him with & desperation of feeling
The elder descended the stars without further
speech

Qutside the warmth of the dav had continued into
dush  ‘The mst had thichened above which mn a
momentary mift he could see the stars smmming 1n

removed constellations He was wrapped in an utter
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fonthing of the scene through which he had passed
tus undenuable part m st It was all ldeous beyond
words  His late nced lus sense of vard and ahmit
able longing tormented hum ceasclessly e was
aich with rebthon agamst hife an sffair of cunmng
traps and mud and fog Above the obsenred mnd
huddled odire of the ety the distances were clear
serene  Above the degradation Susan A
tvrannical desire to sce her possesced Jum, an abso-
lute necessity for the punfieation of her mere pres
ence  Unconsawously he quichencd Ins step charged
with purpose but he conldnt go to the Academy
now it was mx ocloch  He must delav an hour at
least  Habit prompied him to a supper which he
Jeft untned on ats plates the lighting of a cigar
qmekly cold forgat At seven he hurnied resolutely
over the dark strects with the dim luminosty of oc-
canonst pas lamps flonting on the unstirrmg wiie
gloom  The bricks under foot were soggy and the
eurved sym above her entrance the bare willows,
drapped a patterig marsture

She saw lum immediately not in the fambar office
but 1n a hall Jaud with cold matting and nearly filled
Dy # starwas It with a Iamp nt the further end

X am sorry ? she told am T have no place to
take you The rhetoric mistress 18 correcting
papers there ™ she ndicated the shut door He
made no immediate answer content to gare at her
senmitive appealing countenance ¢ It 15 so warm”
she smd finally colouring aY us inteniness, “and I
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have been 1ndoors all day I mught get my things
We could perhaps a walk she spoke rapidly
her head bent from him  She drew bach then hest
tated ¢ Very well he replied Susan disap-
peared but she quickly returned in a httle violet
bonnet bound and tied with black and a darh azure
velvet cloak furred at her wrists and throat She
:cld a muff doubtfully but i the end took it with
er

Outside the mist and mght enveloped them 1n a
close damp vel They turned silently to the right
passing the narrow mouth of Currant Alley and
Quince Strect bevond ‘The bricks became preca
rious and gave place to a walk of boards the corners
about & broad muddy way were built up but farther
on the dwellings were scattered — lighted windows
showed dimly behind bare catalpas iron fences en
closed orderly patches between sodden flats gas
lamps grew fewer

A decp all pervading contentment surrounded
Jasper Penny an unreasomng happy warmth He
said nothing s stick now strikng on the boards
now smling into earth and gazed down at Susan
her face lnd by the rim of her bonnet This com
pamonship was the best all that life had to offer
He felt no need to importune her about the future
therr marriage curiously 1t seemed as though they
had been married and were walking 1n the secunty
the peace of & vahd and enduring bond There
was no necessity for talk laborious explanation
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periods nfimtely more cmpty than thus sidenee
They walled as close to cach other as her shirt
would permit and ot tumes her muffy swinging on &
wnst, would brush softly agunst hum  How
strangely different the mctual <alues of cuistence
were {rom the emphasized trite moments and emo
tions  In the mddie of is bfe at the pamt of hus
greatest capability for experience, his most tran
scendunt happin ss came {rom the present the de
hixrate unguestiomng wall. with Susan the mumless
progress through an musible aitv and under &
masked clear heaven of star  No remembered thnll
compared with 1t, reached the same heght, achesed
a sundar dignity of consummation

The way beeame more unesen Jow clustered sheds
rose out of the darkness ngainst a decper black be
yond and they came to the rier  The bank was
marshy but n trach of pounded oyster shells wisible
aganst the mud ied to o wharf extending wto the
solid voiceliss flow of the water Jasper Denny
stood with Susan gazing into the blanketng gloom
A wan dwmtegrated radince shone from a riding
bght in the ngmng of a vessel and o passing warm
blur flattened over the wet dech as a lantern was
carried forward o other lights and no move
ment rose from the river no sound was audible at
thur tack  The ooty from the evdence of Tasper
Penny s sensibilities dhd not exist 1t had fallen out
of hix consciousness  suddenty ats briched mules, 1ts
mvolved life stilled or heetic stealthy i the dard,
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seemed 2 thing temporary adventitious he had an
extraordinary fechng of sharing mn a permanence a
continuity outlasting stone iron human tradition
He had been swept he thought into a movement
where centuries were but the fretful ticking of sec
onds Outside death he saxd fantastically ur
consciously aloud A remarhable sentence recurred
to lum the most profound he told himself ever writ
ten Before he was T am  Its vast imphications
easily evaded his fimte mind Just as the essence of
his present rapture—1t was no less —lay bevond
his prasp  He Iingered over 1t gave1t up re-
turned to Susan
Wonderful  she smd gravely with a compre
hensive wave of her muff And her smpleiry
thrilled him the more with the knowledge that she
shared his feelmg She drew up the fur collar of
Ler cloak shivered and 1n the wordless harmony
that pervaded them they turned and retraced therr
way
The rhetoric mistress had left the office with a
low turned lamp and Jasper Penny stopped taking
the farred wrap from Susan s shoulders ~ She slawly
untied the velvet strings of her bonnet and lad it
on the table She cxtended her hands toward him
and tahing therr coal shightness he drew her to him
She rested with the fragrance of her cheek agamst
his face with her hand pressed to lus breast  They
stood motionless he closed his eyes and she was gone
Fe was confused n the dimness empty except for him
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self and fumbled with his gloves Susans wrap lay
himply over a chair the damp bonnet nbbons traled
tonard the floor He looked slowly about noting
every object—a pile of folded yellow papers the
stove the globe bearing a quiver of light on 1ts var
nished surface

The willow trees and board above the entrance
were dripping ceaselessly the lights of the aity m
creasing at its centre hke the dises of floating sun
flowers  If he slept he was unaware of 1t the magie
joy so equally penctrated his waking and sub
conscious hours the feehng of an clevation higher
than years and mountains was so strong  The morn
mg he found was agan cold and clear He must
go out to Jaffa where new blast machines demanded
attention but the day after —

hs thoughts were broken by a sharp rap on the
cuter door Mr Stephen Jannan was below and
demanded to sce him immediately  Stephen’s ap
pearance at the hotel at that carly hour, he recog
mred was unusual  But a glance at s cousins
serious aspect showed him at once that the reason
was urgent  Stephen Jannan as Ty Was
particularly garbed and yet he had an expression
of haste disturbance He sard at once 1n the bed
room where Jasper 1enny was folding Iis scarf

*'That young waster Culser Dantel Culser was
shot and hilled 1n Mrs Scofield s house last eveming

The ¢nds of the scarf fell neglected over the softy
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cambric frlls of his sturt  Jasper Penny swallowed
dryly ¢ At what time® he asked
He was seen i the Old White Bear Tavern at

about seven then apparently he went back to the
womans The servant said he found the body at
something past mne and that there had been no
other caller but yourself

His hearer expressed a deep ivoluntary relief
‘I was there late 1 the afterncon he acknowl
edged  but I left around six  Stephen Jannan
too showed a sudden relaxation I have already
sent a message to the Mayor he continued  con
fident that you would clear yourself without delay
Mrs Scofield s history 1s of course known to the
pohice. You have only to estabhsh your alib1 she
Esste Scofield can t be found for the moment She
may have taken an early stage out of the city but
1t 15 probable that she has only moved inte another
pohce district  Just where were you Jasper?

The latter saxd stupidly Walking with Susan
Brundon

A swiftly augmented concern gathered on Stephen
Jannans countenance You were walking with
Susan  he repeated increduously Yes Jasper
asserted with a sharp mmner dread ¢ You dont
know but I want to marry her  Stephen Jaunan
faced lum with an exclamation of anger You
want to marry her end in consequence drag her
Susan nto the dirtiest affaur the city 13 hke to know
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for years Susan Brundonm, with her Academy ol
she has all her labour destrosed rwmed pulkd to
puees by slanderous tongues! By God Jasper,
what 2 beast vou lool ! ‘The most delicate woman
alive the one farthest from just thus sort of much
b wg sworn in the Mayors office teshifysng wm an
obiseene murder case bifore the Shenfl and Constn
ble and heaven knows what police and wiley cunt
oust

A swhemng feechng of utter destruction serzed on
Jasper Penny, a dropping of s entire beng from
the heights of jesterday to the last degradabion
e felt the blood leme hus heart and pound diznily
10 fus braws and then recede followed by an sy cold
nuss, & wavering of the commonplace objects of the
room  He rased Ins fingers to hus collar stard
with burmng eyes at Stephen Jannan ¢ Every
thung sporled  the fatter sard agam ¢ her pupils
will posttinedy be taken from her at once biv all the
nsce fomales  Iler nume will be pronounced smiled
owr n every despiesbh quarter of the city printed
m the danly shoets  T——1can t forguse you for this
Susan our espeesal yov!”

Jasper Penny suw 1n a flash as viud and rumorse
lese as a stab of Lightning that this way o] true
The fatality of the past sweuping forward o
Hael stranghng tide had avertehen not only im
self but Susan foo Susan 1n soft merno 1 an
arure vehiet cloak her foce aganst hne *X shall
go away at once  he said hoagsely ‘Il nvver ap
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pear and they can think what they will  Then there
will be no necesstty for her to come forward She
shall be sparcd that no matter what 1t costs

Romantic and youthful folly Jannan declared

loud sounding and useless How httle you under

stand Susan — mmediately 1t 1s known Cul er was
lalled between seven and nne whether vou stay or
go she will come forward with the truth free you
from any suspicion I tell you every detail will be
canvassed fambar to the boys on the street A
man mmportant as yourself with all your mdustries
and money and such salacity together with Susan
Brundon will make a pretty story If I had a
chance Jasper I m almost certamn Id sacrfice you
without a quver How could you? Susan Brun
don! Never tellng her -

On the contrary she kncw everything T am not
80 low as you seem to thinh

That has no ymportance now! Stephen Jannan
exclaimed 1mpatiently All that matters 15 to
make 1t as easy as posuble for her I have I thuk
enough position mfluence to keep the dregs out
But there will be enough present even then Dam
nable msinuations winks cross-questioning

His exatement faded before the esigencies of the
unavoxdable situation he became cold logical legal
Jasper P nny hstened standmg to his in tructions
th exact forecasting of every move probahle at the
hearmg n the Mayors chamber  After that
Stephen added  we can face the problem of Susan s
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future She thinks tremendously of her school It
will full to preces 1n her hands ‘There can be no
of matenal t refused her own

brother

Now nnderstend — stay 1n these rooms unbi I
send for you  Seepaone X1 get on, go to Susan
The thing itself should be short her character mill
assist you there Vhat a mess you have made of
tving Jasper
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IN the silence of the sittmg room Jasper Penny

heard diverse and yet mmgled mner voices

Essies younger, exuberant periods her joy at
presents of gold and jewelled trifles changing r1s
g shrlly to her last wmploring sobs her frantie
embrace of the man that beyond any doubt she had
herself killed Runmng through this were the strans
of a quadnlle the hight shding of dancing feet and
the sound of a low diffident voice Susan Brundon
at the Jannans ball Tl voice continued n a dif
ferent surrounding and woven about 1t was the thin
complamt of a child of Eunice taken agamst her
will from the Academv These three I ssie and
Susan and Eumce combmed now one mising above
the other yet inexphcably always the same Bach
of them were other less poignant echoes flashes of
Place 1mpressions of associated heat or cold dark
ness or light

He saw the features of Howat Penny 1n the can
vas by Gustavus Hesselus regarding him out of a
lost youth he recalled and agamn expertenced the
sense of Howats nearness integral with himself
merging nto his own youth no less surely lost yel
endurmg His mother jomed the immatenal com
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pany sceents rigid with pride i him And pene
trating binding all was the dull beat of the trip
hammer at Myrtle Forge  He had mechamcally fin
whed dressing and stood absently twisting the drap
ery at & atadow A fine tracery of hines hed sud
denly appesred about hus eyes the cold rays of the
winfer sun sircaming over Ius erect figure secentu
ated the patches of grey plentsful m hus hasr

He saw on the street below o parade of firemen
m scarlet tumes and brass helmets dragging s ght
tering engwe  The men wathed evenly abreast at
eross ropes A leader blew o brilhant fanfare on
an embossed siher horn  Vomen passed foreshort
encd mte cirealar bells of colour draped with gay
pelerines and rich India shawls  Ife saw all and
nothing  The horn of the firemen sounded without
meaning on fus distracted hearng  The flood of hu
suffering resc darkly oppressing lis heart chohing
fus breath  Perhaps 1f as he had desired be had
gone away Susan would be sparcd But Stephen
was night potlung could heep her from the pro
nouncenunt of the words that would free hum and
bend herself m imtolerable s Her uprightness was
ternble It would tahe her fearful but determmed
wto the pats of any hell  Ths hands stowly clenched
Iis muscles tightened 1o a spasm of anguish  Cod
why hadn t he recogmued the desperation w Isste s
quitering face! It would have bicen already too Iate
he added 1a thought it went bach back—

4 hnoch sounded duscreetly on the door and
P
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opening 1t he saw a young man remembered as & law
student 1 Stephens office They are ready for
you sir at the City Hall he stated 1o an over
emphasized professional calm



XXI

HE restrained curiosity and ynavdible com

ments wiich greeted s passage through

the Jower floor of the hotel gave place to a
Inchier mterest when he was readdly recogmized on
the street  The news of the murder had evidently
already become ety property He was indicated
to wdidusls unaware of his sdentity with a rapid
sketch of the crime of fabulous asersbed possessions
and hinted orental indulgence  He sirode on rap
tdly  Tis shoulders squared his expression  con
temptuous challenging but withn he was possessed
by an apprehension mncreasing at every step It
was not fortunately far from Sandersons Hotel
to the City Hall west on Chestnut Strect they
reached therr destmation at the following corner
The loungers from the trees hefore the State House
had gathered with an wmereasing mob aware of the
Tearmg within at the entrance to the mumscipal
offices  The windows on erther eide of the marble
steps were crowded with faces ribald or blank or
censoniaus end Jasper Penny had to force lus way
mio the bulding  He tried to recall of there was
#nother more private mgress through wluch Susan
might be talen but hye thoughts evaded every dis
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ciplne they whirled 1n a feverish course about the
sole fact of the public degradation he had brought
on Susan Brundon  They passed the doors of civie
departments he saw ther signs—Water City
Treasurer and then entered the Mayors chamber

The latter was seated at a table facing the room
with his back to a wide window opemng on the
bank brick wall of the Philosophical Society build
mg and at one side the High Constable of the dis
triet an which the murder had been commatted was
conversing with the Shemff Beside them Jasper
Penny saw there were only some clerks present and
three policemen The Mavor spohe equably to the
Ironmaster directed a char placed for s con
ventence and resumed the mspection of a number of
reparts  He had a gaunt tight lipped face framed
1 luxuriant whiskers a severely moral aspect oddly
contradicted by trousers of tremendous sportmng
plaid & waisteoat of green buchshin cassimere while
his sk hat beld a rakish forward angle The Con
stable and Shertff punctuated their converse by pro
digious and dexterous spitting nto a dangerously
far receptacle and the clerks and police murmured
together 'The Mayor finally glanaing at a watch
enamelled Jasper Pennv saw with a fav of the bal
let spoke to the room 1n general Ten and past
Wellt Well! Where are the others? Who 13 to
come stll Hoffernan?

¢Mr Jannan sir end & witness a clerk an
swered 'The other gazed at the paper before him
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% Susan Brundon ** he read in a loud, uncompromts
mg tone Jasper Penny s eyes narrowed belhger
ently he would see that these pothouse politicians
gave Susan every consideration possible He was
with Stephen a far from neghgble force in the eity
elections School mistress the Mayor read on

Neser heard of her or her school Ah—’ Ste
phen Jannan had entered with Husan

Jasper rose as she came forward and the Mayor
had the grace to remove lus hat  She wore he saw
the famiiar dress of wool with a sober fringed
blach silk mantle, black gloves and an inconspicuotts
bonnet  She met hus harried gaze and smiled but
beneath her greeting he was aware of a supreme
tension  There was, however no percepbible ners
ousness 1 the maaner of her accepting an wdieated
place she sat with her hands quietly folded 1n her
Jap the mantle drooping back over the chair  Ste
phen Jamnan facmg the Mayor made s concise
statement 1 a cold, deliberate vorce 1 now pro
posc to show your honour * he finished  that be
tween the hours m which Damel Culser 13 said to
have been shot to death my chent was peacefully
in the company of Miss Brundon strolhng i an
opposite quarter of the eity

Heoffernan  the Mayor pronounced waving to

ward the scated soman  The clerk advapced with a
Bible and nung Susan followed the words of the
oath i & low clear vorce To Tasper Punny the

occasion seemed antolerably prolonged, filfed with
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needless detail Never had Susan Brumdon ap
peared more utterly desirable never had his need
to protect shield her been stronger He—pro
tect her he added bitterly rather he had betrayed
her dragged her immaculate sweetness down mto the
foul atmosphere of a crimmal hearing  His atten
tion fastemng on the triviahties of the interior re-
moved him n a species of self hypnotism from the
actualities of the scene  He heard as if from a dis
tance the queshioning of the Mayor At what time
exactly did you say? How did you know that?
Susan said I saw the clock at the back of the hall
T noticed 1t because I wondered 1f the younger chil
dren had retired

You say you walked with Mr Penny - where?

How long did you remam at the rver? No
way of knowing Seemed surprisingly short Il
venture  VWhy didnt Stephen put ar end to such
Al timed jocularity?  And Mr Penny had spoken
to you of his — us relations with Mrs Scofield the
woman 1n whose house Culser was killed Did he
refer to her on this particular evemng standing by
the mvers brink?  Susan rephed in the negative

Did he scem 1l at ease worried about anything?
Was he hurried 1n manner?

To all of this Susan Brundon answered no m a
voice that constantly grew lower but whieh never
faltered hesitated The Mayor turned asde for
a whispered consultation with the High Constable
The former nodded Have you any —shall we
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glanced about ta sce 1f his tacit surrender had been
noticed — this lassitude creeping over hum, the m
difference was at last, the edge of the authentic
shadow of age of decay 1t was the deadening of the
sensibihities preceding death  He bamshed 1t 1mme-
diately and all his desire, s need Iis sense of the
horror of the past day surged back reammated ham,
sent the blood strongly toits furthest confines But
none the less a vague disturbing memory of the ather
Lingered at the back of his perceptions he had a fresh
realization of the necessity for lum to make haste
to take at once— before the hateful anodyne of
time had betrayed his vigour — what Iife still and
so fully held

His desire for Susan increased to an intensity
robbing it of a greater part of the early joy 1t had,
now a fretful aspect drawing Inm into long and
pamfully minute rehearsals of his every contact with
her and of the disgraceful publiity brought upon
her by lis past At the usual hour the hot wine
appeared the glassful was pressed on Amity Mer
Len Ins mother drank hers with the familiar audi
ble satisfaction  An old custom an old compound
brought from Germany many years ago binding m
its petty immortality distant times places beings
He saw that s mother was noticeably less able
than she had been the week before her hands fum
bled at hier Lmtting shook holding the glass  Her
hined face quivered as she said good might 1 bent

and hised & hot drv brow, conscious of the
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blanched skull under her fading colour her ebbing
warmth He had done this too — hastened her
death she must have suffered nordinately n her
prdeful affection  She saxd nothing beyond the
repeated admomtion that he must not sit up mto
the night

The next day he forced himself to read to the end
the report of the murder 1n the Ga ette The ref
erences to Susan Brundon were as scant as evidently
Steph n Jannan could arrange but her name her
Academy were mvested with an odions publicity
Jasper Penny saw again that he was a person of
moment his part in the affair gave it a greatly aug
mented 1mportance et now the worst he told
himself was at an end the pubhaty would recede
after a decent interval he could see Susan

This mood was interrupted by an mperative com
mumecation from Stephen — he must be 1n the oth
ers office at eleven o clock to morrow Nothing
more defimte was said but Jasper Penny was not
wholly surprised to see Essie Scofield huddled m a
chair at the lawyvers table She had made an at
tempt at the bravado of apparel but 1t had ew
dently failed radway  her hair hung loosely about a
damp brow the strings of her bonnet were m dis
array a shawl partially hid a bodice wrongly fas
tened Her face was apathetic with leaden shad
ows and dark lips ceaselessly twisting now drawn
mto a petulant hine now drooping 1n childish 1mpo-
tence She glanced at hum fleetly as he entered but
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smd nothing  Robbed of the pretensions of pride,
stripped of femmine subterfuge, she nas appallmng
He mvoluntarily recalled the ¥ ssic who had swept
tim inte & riot of emotion — a viid and palpitatmng
creature radiating the exuberance of careless health
and youth  She could not he calenlated be beyond
thirty seven now  He abruptly ceased his specn
lation, turned from her with o feehng of mpropn
ety Stephen Jannan smd shortly

“ Al Schumpf will be here Tt seemed to me he
was the best man to retam  It's obwiaus that I
cant defend her  You wil of course, Tequire ever)
thing possible done  Elssie Scofield shivered
don t want to go nto court * she articulated ¢ and
answer all the dreadful questions”  There was &
atir without and a hugely fat man i a black eape
fastened with a silver chain and selvet collar entered
Al Schampfs face was so burdened with rolling chins
that he disregarded the customary fashion of whis
fers but a grizzled moustache lay above Ins well
formed lips and an smperial dinided tus heavy ag
gressive chin  He was, enidently, fully informed o
the casc befare lum  for after saluting Jannan and
Jasper Tenny he scated Iumself directly before
Tusie Scofield fastemng upon her an unwavenng
glacial gaze

Now pav attention” he proceeded at onee
¢ 1f go over a few facts — this Danel Culser yott
were 1n love with lam  no length you wouldnt go
lost your senses completely and he — all he cared
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about was the money he could wring out of you
As soon as you were pad the sums that Mr
Penny allowed you this Culser got 1t from you
he took every cent and wanted more  Said he would
leave you unless you got hold of something really
worth while Then of course you carried on
promised to get hum more and more said you could
force a fortune from Mr Penny anytling to keep
the young man Hey? he demanded suddenly
The woman looked up with a haggard wonder an
arrepressible shudder her hands raised and fell and
she nodded dumbly
Then while Culser was m the house Mr Penny
unexpectedly turned up and said — perhaps before
Daniel hinself — that you could expect nothmg
more and made 1t plam that he was not to be 1m
timdated Damel Culser was for leaving you
didnt intend to hang around for a bloody Ittle
quarterly and when you reahzed that he meant or
you thought he meant what he said you went crazy
and shot him What' He got no response
from her now she cowered away from him hiding
behind an updrawn shoulder a fold of the shawl
But bisten to this Al Schimpf shot at her leanmg
forward  heres what happened and you must re
member every fact
The fellow had becn around th house day after
day You had encouraged him at first but then
you got frighteled he beat you—hear that? —
struck you with his fist and threatened worse f you
263
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dudn t go through old Penny’s pochet for im e
even hunted at something vou might do together and
then get away with a mint  Culser was at it when
VMfr Penny called and took st up when he left, at
about six o clock  He said he wanted money bad
debts were hounding lum  and he was gong to get st
out of Peany outof you There’s where you said you
would warn Jasper Penny and remember how he
struck you 1 the bach because you turned and 1t
hurts vet — there up by the Jeft shoulder the left
shoulder the left! Then he had been dnnking 18
vour house and at & tavern he threatened to kil
you 1f you dudn t do what he wanted Y ou honestly
thought hed do 1t and snatched a pistol out of
a table drawer  and Do you understand?
That s what happened and 1t s all you hnow  Baid
he would kil you apparently commenced then and
you acted 1n sclf protection  Now repeat that™
She gazed at him m & trombling confuston
But  she objected  he was only — he said Oob!
1 was afrmd 1d lose am * The lawver moved
closer to her lis unwinhing grey green cyes ke
slate  “%He said he d Jall you  he resterated ¢ e
member that 1f vou don t want to hang e struck
vou where? After a long pause she replied halt
nghy ¢ In the back Al Schumpf nodded * Good
And he said you both were to get away with a mint
Ile told vou 1t would be easvy the old man would
gladly buy smlence and by heaven 1if he didnt—
Jasper Penny stonily watched the intolerable deg
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radation of the woman bullied mto the safety of a
he This was worse than anythmg that had gone
before he fell deeper and decper 1mnto & stranghng
humiltating self loathing ~ Stephen Jannans hand

some countenance was fixed and pale one hand lay
on the table empty and still In the silence between
Schunpf s msistent periods Jasper Penny could hear
Essies sobbmg mspirations he was unable to heep
his gaze from her countenance Jelly like and robbed
of every trace of human digmty He wondered
vaguely at an absence of any sense of responsibility
for what Esste Scoficld had hecome he felt that an
athtude of self accusation of profound regret for
the way they had taken together should rest upon
him but the thought the effort were perfunctory

obviously msincere  If now he had a different per

haps decper sense of responsibility he had Lnown
nothing of 1t in the first months of Ius contact with
her A different man he reiterated and one as
faithfully representatne as he was today But
totally another men changed evolved progressed

Jasper Penny was convinced that 1t was a progres

sion but in & broad manner beyond all hope of his
comprehension and entirely outside dogmatic good
and enl The germ of 1t must have been 1n hum
from the first his burning necessity for Susan he
told himself had been born m huim laid dormant
untl yes —1t had been stirred mto actiuty by
Essie Scofield by the revulsion which had followed

that natural development.
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He was suddenlv conscious that Al Sclumpf had
ceased domincering Essie The lawyer swung about,
facing them with an expression of commonplace sat
isfaction ‘It s allin fine order® he declared ‘1
want if possible to study our jury through a pre
liminary casc or so We shall of course surrender
our client at once without making any difficulty
about moving her from one police district to o
other I ean produce a witness to the fact that this
Culser openly sad that he expected shortly to come
into more money  And he had dishonoured debts all
about You will have to appear Mr Penny no ¥ay
ont of that, but our defence should go ke a song
Now Mrs Scoficld I have & carmage outside

When they had gone Jasper Penny and Jannan
sat 1 a lengthening mlence  Stephen s hand moved
among the papers on the table the other drew a
deep breath I regret this tremendou ly for you
Stephen Jannan said at last e spohe with fecl
ing Ins momentary anger at the entanglement of
Susan vamshed But 1t will pass Jasper You
are too solid a man to be hurt permanently by pr
‘ate scandal  And you have no concrete political
position to mvite mud shnging  Yes 1t will drop out
of mind and vour iron will continue to support
enterprise extension

But Susan  Jasper Penny demanded ¢ vhat
about her® Where 1s she?

With Craham st Shadrach She was badly
torn and T insuted on her retreating for a week or
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more  ‘There 1s a very capable assistant at the
Academy It s too early to speak conclusively hut
I am afraid that Susans usefulness 1s ended there
Have you seen the cheaper sheets? Every one of
course 13 buying them Rotten! The assistant T
understand 1s anxrous to procure the school and I
am considering allowing her the capital Some
thing might be arranged paymg Susan an mcome
If she would accept confoundly dufficult to
come about
‘I am gomg to marry her Jasper Penny as
serted once more
What was the mtial trouble? * the other ashed
tersely
Esste  Stephen frowned
She would hit on that he agreed  stand until
the last gasp of some fantastic coneeption of right
Jasper explained
She thinks I ought to marry Essie mostly on
account of the ehild  She likes me too Stephen I
thnk I may tell you that Well Il keep at her
and at her  In the end she will get tired of refusal
The other shook Ins head doubtfully I ve known
Susan a good many years and I have never seen her
lose an 1deal or even anidea yet
Jasper Pennv rose Meanwhile I11 have to go
through with this trial  Thank God Susan has no
part i 1t He warmly gripped Stephens palm
Youre worth somethmg m & lfe immovable

Thank you Stephen’
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T was carly mn April an wnsidiously warm
morning with the ailanthus trees m bud before
the State House when Jasper Penny left the

court room where Lsste had been freed  Provision
had been made for her — she had had a severe col
lapse during the trial —and & fceling almost of re
nuwed liberty of spint permeated Jasper as with
lus overcoat on an arm he turned to the left and
walhed over the street 1 the blandly expanding mld
ness A tram left shortly for Jaffa and he was
bound directly home to Myrtle Torge, anxious to
steep lumself in the echo of the trip hammes mingled
with the poignant harmony of spring sounds dnft
g from the farm and woods  He was possessed by
a sharpened hunger for all th — now recogmzed ~
xauty of the place of his allegiance and birth the
sercmty of the acres Gilbert Penny had beaten out
of the wild of the Province He was astomshingly
conscious of limself as a part of the whele Tenny
succession proud of Gilbert of Yowat who had
always so engaged fns faney of Casimir and Damel,
his own father ‘Thers was n good hentage their
part of the carth the ning of thesr sron hus parhicn
lar characteristic of a black Penny formed a really
splendid entity

The low honzontal branches of the beech tree on
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the lawn older than the dwellng opposed a pleasant
variety on the long fagade built of stone with an
appearance of dark pmhish malleability mashmng 1ts
obduracy His mother was awaiting him on the
narrow portico and he at once told her of Essies
release  They stood together gazing out across the
turf famntly emerald over the public road at the
grey solid group of farm bwldings beyond The
farmer s daughter 1 a white shp emerged agamst
the barnyard and called the chichens m a Iigh
musteal note scattering gram to a hystercal feath
ery mob  The arr was still with approaching tw1
hght the sun shpped below the western trees and
shadows gathered under the hlac bushes the sky
was April green

Your father has been dead twelve years Gilda
Pennv said unespectedly He looked down and
saw that she was decrepit an old woman Her
mouth had sunhen her ears projected m dry folds
from her scant strands of hair  He recalled Damcl
Barnes Penny the earliest memories of his mother
2 vigorous brown faced woman with alert blach
eyes quick stepping dictatorial i the sphere of
her house and dependents  One after the other lke
the sun they were slipping out of the sight of Myr
tle Forge vamshed and remaned passed from fall
g hand to hand the unextinguished flame of hfe
Gilda Penny was merging fast mto the formless
dark  She clung with pathetically tense fingers to

Iis arm as they turned mnto the house
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He had ordered a carmage immediately after an
early supper and informmg lis coachman of lus
wish to proceed alone drove quickly away through
the dusk  He was gomng to Shadrach Furnace to
meet Susan for the first time since the unhappy oc
casion 1n the Mayor s chamber  He had decided st
fling s ncreasing impatience, not to see her untit
Essies trial was over  Susan had been at Graham
Jannan s house for nine weehs Ier sight he had
learned had almost completely failed n a general
exhaustion  but, with rigorous care she hed nearly
recovered  The Academy had been sold to the as
sistant mistress and there was an expressed uncer
tanty about Susan s near future It had however
no eustence m Jasper Ienny’s thoughts plans—
she must marry lim any other course would now
be absurd  The track from Mjyrtle Torge to the
Furnace was bound mto his every thought and asso
ciation 3ts familiarty he mused had been born 1
him  his horses too took correctly without pres
sure every turming of the way  The road mounted
and then dropped between rounded Inlls to the elus
tering buildings where lighted pale jellow v indows
floated on the dusk crowned by the wide-flung radi
ance of the Turnace stack  The nir was potent m
the valley with the indcterminate scent of budding
carth~—the premomtors fragrance of blossoms
and hardly less delieate stars flawered whitely 1
blue space

He paused for a moment before entering Graham
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Jannans hause saturated with the pastoral tran
quillity listenimg to the flutter of wings under the
eaves Then he went m  They had fimshed supper
but were hngenng at the table with the candles
guitering 1 an air from the open door  His greet
g was smple and glad and without restramnt
Susan wore a dress like a white vapour sprigged
with pale buds, her throat and arms bhare She
smiled the famliar hesitating smule met s ques
toming gaze with her undeviating courage  Jasper
Penny took a chair opposite her  Little was said
Peace deepened about his spinit.

Graham he saw hed a new ruddiness of health
he Jaid a shawl tenderly about his wife s shoulders
and Jasper remembered that a birth was immunent
Later he drifted with Susan to the door and they
passed out into the cbscurity beyond Even now
he was reluctant to speak to break with importum
ties the serene mood All the wron making  she
spoke at last lovely I have stood mght after
night 1n the cast house watching the metal pour out
1 1ts glorous colours And when I wake I go to
my window and see the reflections of the blast on
the trees on the first leaves The charcoal burners
come down like giants out of the mythology of the
forest And when I first came there was a raccoon
hunt with a great stirring of anterns and barlang
dogs m the dark all lovely

Itis yours he said bending over her You
can come here at your will A house bumlt And
a7
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Myrtle Forge, foo whatever I have am” He
pansed but without reply, continued more rapidly
“Its over the—the misery of the past wecks the
mistahes are dead thev are pad Susan  Now we
way tahe what 13 left and make 1t as beautiful as
possible  After suffering reparabion happiness 13
ciery one’s due  And I am certain I can mahe you
happv *

A longer pause followed, m which he regarded
her with an increasing anxiety Ier face was
turned away, her progress grew slower unti they
stood by the shadony bulk of a small stone struc
ture The door was open and 1t seemed to hum
that she loched withun \ store house’ he ex
plammed  Nothing was vimble 1n the itenor gloom
but some obscure shapes bales piled agamnst the
walls and the scant tracers of a rude stasr leading
up to o greater binchness sbove She stopped as
2f arrested by hus period laymng a hand on the doot
frame

‘Why dont you answer me Susan?’ he pro
ceeded  *ou know that I want to marry jou
surds it as all night now  Cvervtlung possible has
been done A great deal of hife remauns  Her an
swer was 80 low that st mlmost eseaped Jum  the
faimtest breath of pan of longing and regret ¢ I
eant  she whispered * not with her the child T
cant

That® he replied gently 14 2 pustaken sdea of
vesponsinhity, 8 needless sacrfice I could meser
o a
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urge you mto an mjustice a wrong at last I have
got above that what I want 1s the most reasonable
thing imaginable the best 1n every conceivable way
for yourself and-—any other You are harmmng
deprring no one  You are tahmg nothing but your
own what has been yours and only yours from the
first moment I saw no-— from my birth  What has
happened brought me 1 & straight road to you the
long road I have never really left
I cant she said still agam I want to
Jasper Oh with a heart full of longing I am so
tired that I would almost give the rest of my lfe
for another secure hour with you And I would pay
that to give you what you want what you should
have But something stronger than I am more than
all this holds me I cant forget that muscrable
woman nor her child and yours so thin and sus
peous I 2m not good enough to be her mother
myself even 1f I felt I had the mght Inside of me
I am qute wiched selfish ¥ want my own But
not with the other woman cutside  She d be looking
1 at the windows Jasper looking in at my heart
Ivould hear her  She leaned against her arm her
face hid her shoulders trembling
The musty odour of the stores floated out and
enveloped im  He was suddenly annoyed Susan
herself lost some of her beauty her radiance He
muttered that she was merely stubborn blind to
reality to nccessity Hs attitude hardened and he
commenced fo argue m a Jow msistent voce She
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made no reply, but remained supported in the door-
way o vague form agamst the mner dark
You must change your mind,’ he asserted
vou can t be eternally so foolish There 1s abso
lutely no question of my marrying Essie Scofield
¢ Idont want you to really she admitted m an

agomized wInsper I shall never agam ash you to
do that Al God how low I am™”
He saw 1 an unsparing flash of prel

that 1t was uscless  She would never marry lum as
long as the past stayed embodied actual to peer
mto ther bemgs A return of his familar irnta
bility spleen posses ed im You are too pure
for this world he smd brutally She turned and
stood facing lum meeting Ius scorn with an uphfted
countenance A shifting reflection from the Furnace
stack fell over her in & wan vail over the vaporous
sprigged white of her dress her bare throat and
arms her checks wet with tears  Out of 1t her eyes
wide with pan steaddv met his angry scrutimy
Out of 1t she smiled at him before the reflection died
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N the warm subdued light of a double lamp
with apricot glass shades Howat Penny was
turming over the pages stiff with dry paste of

an album filled with op ra programmes The date
of the brief, precisely penned label on the black
cover was 1883-84 1t was the first of & number of
such thich recording volumes he had gathered ana
the operas the casts were of absorbing mterest
At once a memento of the heroic period of American
music and of is first manhood the faded crudely
embellished strips of paper bearing names lyne
tenors and sopranos of hmpid bird Iike song long
ago lost 1n rosy and nebulous clouds of fable and
chersshed  affection  roused remembered pleasures
sharper than any calm actuahity of to-day He
Poused with a quet exclamation the single glass
adroitly held mn his left astigmatic eve fastened on
the apnouncement of a famous evenng a famous
Dame His sense of the leaf before im blurred m
the v11d memory of Patts smgmng Martha in the
campargn hrousht by Mapleson m the old Academy
of Music agamst the forces of the ncw Metropolitan
Opera House He had been one of a conservahive
Dumber that had supported the estabhshed opera
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declaring heatedlsy that the Diva and Mapleson were
an unapproachable musical ecombination  before
which the shoddier magmficence of its yival, erected
practically 1 & few summer months, would speedily
fade

Mevertheless he recalled, the widdly heralded per
formance had been coolly receved  Tatfa althongh
she had not perceptibly fmiled in vowce had been
unable to inspire the customary eathusissm and the
scene at the evenng s end planned to express her
overwhelming tromph and superionty, when the
horscy had been taken from her carnage and it had
been dragged by hand to the portal of the Windsor
Hotel, had been no better than perfunctory  The
wilv VMapleson had arranged that befarchand
Howat Penny reslized with a faint, remmscent smile
on lus severe lips—the  enthusimstic mob  had
been coldiy recrusted at & price from the chonisters
Another memory of Patts and of that same per
formance flooded bach — the dinner given her 1
the Brunswich  He saw agam the room where on
o disan ghe had recencd her hosts the seventy or
more men of fashion grouped m rrrepronchable black
and white with her suave manager the mentable tea
rose 10 hus fapel on a knee before Adelina Rasming
fier hand  The dinner had been Iad s the ball
room bt with & multstude of wax candley The
features appearance of the more prominent men
of Vshun Stetson and Daly and Wolham Stenxay
were clear still  The ongnal plan had been 021
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clude ladies at the dnner but the latter affecting
outrage at the Dnas affsir with the Marquis de
Caux had refused to lend their countenance to the
singer s occasios His smile broadened — this was
so characteristic of New Yorh n the eighties  How
different 1t had been but 1t Was no better he added
silently now

1t was mid August and the air floating m through
an open door was ladened with the richness of ultra
luxuriant vegetation the persistent metallic whir
ring of locusts the mechamical repetition of katydids
One of the owls that mhabited the old willow tree be
fore the house cried softly How different! He
straightened up from the book open on his knees and
the glass fell with a small clatter over Tus formal
starched lien, swinging for an mstant on ts narrow
nbbon The unwavermg lamp light was Jeflected
m green pomts through the emeralds of hs studs

The thought of bygone gala mights of opera fas
tened on him with a pecular sigmsficance — suddenly
they seemed symbohic of his lost youth Such tides
of mmpassioned song such poignant lyric passion
such tragic sacrifice and death were all i the ex
travagant hey of youth The very comention of
opera the glorified unreality of its language the
romantic ympossibility of its colour the sparkling
dress like the sparhling voices and blue gardens and
gilc d halls were the authenhc expression of the
resplendent vagares of early years

The winter of eighty three and four his ﬁ:s;. sea
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son of New Yorh music  The autumn before he had
returned from the five years spent m I'urope, i
Pars prachically sith Bundy Provost related to
lum by & marnage i the past generation, through
the Jannans He had gone abroad immediately
after lus graduation as e lawyer and m the indolunt
culture of the five Parisian vears he now reahzed
he had permanently lost all hold on Ins profession
At Ins return he had drifted imperceptibly mto an
existence of pobte pleasure It had been dufferent
with Bundy  he had gone into the banking house
of Provost Iatelv established 1n New York and with
the extraerdinary pertmanty and acumen sometines
developed by worldly and rich young men he had
steadily risen to a place of financial amportance
An opening had of course been offired to Honal
Penny when he had defimtely deaided not to set
tic 1 Pluladelplua  where the Pennys had always
been associated and pursue the law  And at fiest,
he had occupied & desh s the Provost countng
rooms  But he had soon grown discontented he div
hked routine and a clcrl 5 condition and after twe
vears of annoved effort wathidren 1o lead a more con
gemal extstence on a secure adequate income

It was a mistahe  he sad aloud 1 a deaded,
cluarly madulated voiee gamng blankly nte the
wara stillness of the room It had come partly
from ins wnnate mmpaticnce with any nfenor state
whatever and part from the old msbity o
wentafv humself with the practicalities of exist
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ence He had always viewed with distaste the

P 'y col of ful hiv
g the struggle for money, commercial suprem
acy seemed unendurably ugly the )argon and
subterfuges of financral competition beneath his
exacting standard of perconal digmty That had
been lus expresston at the time— permeated
by an impatient sense of supenorsty but now he
felt that there was somethmg essential laching 1
hunself  An absence of proper balance  Solely con
cerned with the appearance the msigmficant sur
face of such efforts as Bundy Provosts ther mov
g masculme spirit had evaded lum  Yes 1t had
been a mistake  He had missed the greatest pleas
ure of all that of lating power and 1nfl
of vinle achievement

Well it was over now he was old his hife his
chance had gone and all that remained were mem
ories of Path smiling disdamfully 1n the flare of oil
torches about her carriage the only concrete record
of 50 many years the scrap books such as that on his

nees

It had been an error yet there had been within
him no choe no mtmation of a different more
desirable consummation  Bundy had gone one way
and himself another m obedience to forces beyond
their understanding or control They had done
briefly what they were There was no individual
blame to attach no applause spare morahzimg to

append He returned to the pages before hin to the
a9y
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memonies of the radiant Armbre and Marmon the
syhan echoes of Campamm singing Elvino

Now Ins recovered glass was mtent on & pro
gramme of the rapidly successful Metropolitan
forces of the new German Opera, mith Smdl Krauss
singing Ehzabeth, and Brandt in Fidelio Esven
here after so long he wibrated again to the ex
qmaite beauty of Ycnore's constancy and love
Then Dr Damrosch dead, the sonorous funeral in
the Opera House That had been changed with
the rest the baignoires were gone the tiers of boxes
newly curved gone the chandeliers and Turkey red
earpet and gold threaded brocade that had seemed
the final expression of luxury Lehmann an the
premier of Tristan und Isolde with the vast ree
stramed enthusiasm and tensity when at the end
of the third act Niemann bared his wounded breast
Lames tise but that, and whet followed were m
successive books  He closed the one under s hand

As the vears drew nearer the present thor fes
tures became larper more indistinet  ther musie
grew louder dissonant.  Ile had retired further and
further from an opern a hfe with which hie was
icreasingly out of harmony  Or rather, he added
hfe moved axay from the aging It was ns aof the
surroundmg affarr became objectine as if once &
participant an & cnst —a produchion howeser less
than grand — he had been conducted to a seat somer
where 1n the mdst of a preat shadowy andience

{rom which he looked out of the gloom nt the bril
ogn
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hant removed spectacle 'The final fact that had
taken hum from the setting of so many of his years
had been the mcreasing expense of a discriminating
existence in New York  Agam lus di taste for any
thing short of absclute micety had dictated the form
and conditions of his living ~ When the situation of
his rooms had defimtely dechned and the cost of
Ppossible locations — he could not endure a club —
became prohibitive when his once adequate unaug
mented intcome assumed the hmitations of a mere suf
ficlency and when too the old familiar figures the
swells of his own period and acquamtance had van
wshed one by one with their vanishing halls of assem
bly —he had retreated to the traditional place of
his famnly He had gone back to the home of the
Pennys i America

Mot however to Mjyrtle Forge itself the true
centre of hus mheritance  The house there had been
uninhabited since lus fathers early years 1t was
a closed and melancholy memento he had ream
mated a comfortable stone dwellng at Shadrach
Turnace 1ts sohd grey fagade drawn out by two
happy additions to the original small square Tt
had been traditionally at first the house of the
head furnacemen sometime after that perhaps a
hundred years Graham Jannan newly married had
Tived there while occupred with the active manufac
ture of wron and three summers back he Howat
Penny the last Penny now had returned to the

vicintty of Jaffa
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HE room in which he sat had two windows
set 1n the deep recesses of heavy stone
walls and three doors two leadmg mto
opposite rooms and the third opening without  The
double lamp stood on a low, gate legged table of
fibrous time-blackened oal together with an orderly
array of periodicals — the white typographical
page of the Saturday Retieww under the dull rose of
The I'ting Age and chocolate coloured bulk of the
Unpopular Gl Blas the md weeh Boston Tran
script and yesterdays New York Evemng Post
The table bore, n addition a green morocco case
of dominoes o mahogany box that 1n a recess mys
tertously mamntained a visible cigarette o study of
Becthoven an Trench an outspread volume by Ana
tele T'rance, Jacques Tournchroche in a handsome
papr cover & set of copper ash trays and a dull
red figurime holding within ats few inches the death
less spanit of a herote age  An angle of the wall
before lum wan filled by a white panclled fireplace,
the mantel close agmnst the ceilmg and on the
other side of a doorwav, through which he could see
Rudolph nosclesslv preparing the dinner table was
& swan Iike sofa 1n ohive wood and pale yellow satin
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from the Vemice of the otfocento At hs nght, be
yond & window mounted & tall austere secretary n
waxed walnut and behind ham, under the white chaie
rail bookcases extended across the wadth of the
room Gustavus Hesselins® portrait of the fir t
Howat Penny hung on & yellow pamted wall his
gilt braided major s facmgs still vivid hus dark per
ceptible scorn undimmed  There were too framed
in oak a large photograph of Tamagno as Othello
with a scrawled cordial message another of a grace
ful woman n the Page s costume of Les Huguenots
sgned  Sempre Scalch1 a water colour
drawing by Jan Beers and s Victonan lithograph
n powdery foliage and brick of The Penny Rolling
Midls  Jafa A black blue rug  from Myrtle
Torge partly covered the broad oak boards of the
floor and there was a comfortable varety of chairs
~—sturdy pamted Dutch winged Windsors and =
slatted Hunterstown rocker

Howat Penny s gnze wandered over the famibar
furmishimg come to hum surviving the generations of
Ius family or carefully procured for his mndividual
dictates A sense of tranquillity of haven deepened
about hm Rudolph  he mnquired  has Hon
duras gone for Miss Jannan?

The man stopped in the doorway answering mn
the affirmatne He was shight almost fragile with
close darl hair that stood up across his forchead
and drv high col d checks Rudolph hesitated

with o handful of silver and then returned to his
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task  Mariana would be along smmediately, Howat
Penny thought He put the album asde and rose
moving toward the door that led without Hewasa
slender erect figure with little to indicate Ius age
except the almost complete silvering of his hair—
ithad evidently been black —~ and a rigidity of body
only apparent to a sharp serutiny

A porch followed that length of the house and
doubled the end, where he stood peering into the
gathering dush  The ofd willow free inhatuted by
the owls spread a deheate blurred silhouette ncross
a darhened vista of shorn wheat fields filled in the
hollows with woods and a lamp glhimmered from &
farm house on a hill to the left  His lawn dropped
1o the public road the hedged enclosure swimming
with fircflies and bevond he saw the wavering bight
shafts of hus small motor returmng from the snsig
mficant flag station on the ralrond a mile distant

The notse of the engine mncreased shding nto a
lower gear on the short curve of the driveway and
he met Mariana Jannan at the entrance direetiy nto
the dining room  She anmsted to hus renewed dis
comfort on hissinglum % It s wonderful here after
the eity  she proclaimed “and L ve had to be 1
town three sweltermg davs 11 dress right away’

Honduras s eol d man a3 indisp ble out
side ns Rudolph was in followed with her bag up the
narrow flight of ateps to the floor sbave  He waited
through he thought a reasonable interval and then
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ealled  An indistingmshable reply floated down
mmgled with the filing of a tub and another half
hour passed before Mariana appeared 1n white chuf
fon securing a broad girdle of silver oal leaves about
her shght waist ¢ Do jou mind?  she turned be
fore im and with an mpatience half assumed and
half actual he fastened the last hooks of her dress

As you know  he remmded her I dont attempt
cocktarls  Will you have 2 gin and bitters?

She wouldn t frankly and they embarked on din
mer m a pleasant unstramed slence Marana was
he realized the only person ahve for whom he had a
genuine warmth of affectton  She was a first cousin
her Aunt Elizabeth had marrmed James Penny his
father but his fondness for her had no root m that
fact It didnt for example extend to her brother
Kingsfrere He speculat d agamn on the reason for
her marhed effect Mariana was not lovely as had
been the charmers of his own day her features with
the exception of her eyes were unremarkable And
her eyes variably blue were only arresting because
of their extraordmary mtensity of vision ther un
quenchable and mmpertiment curiosity A girl abso
lutely different from all lis cher) hed mental 1mages
but for Howat Penny alwavs potent always arous
Ing a response from Iis supercnitical bemg strring
Iis aesthetic heart Everything he possessed — his
Prctures the albums the moderate mcome although

she had little need of that— had been wlled to her
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It would be hers then Just as it was practically now
And he was aware that her feelng generously
equalled his own

His speculation, penetrating deeper than custom
ary rewarded him with the thought that she was
unusual 1n the courage of her emotions That was
1t — the courage of her cmotions! There was a
total lach of any penurous trait, any ulterior
thought of appraising herself agamst a possible ad
vantageous barter She was never concerned with
a conscious prudery in the arrangement of her skirt
Mariana was aristocratic in the correct sense of the
term a scnse he realized now almost lost  And he
rated aristoeracy of bearmg hgher than any other
condition or fact

He wondered a httle at her patent pleasure in
visiting hum an old man so frequently Hardly &
manth passed hut that announced by telegram, she
did not appear and stay over night or for a part
of the weeh  She would recount minutely the cur
rent gawcty of her polite evistence He hnew the
names of hier associates n number of them had been
exhibited to him at Shadrach the loeation of thewr
country places and what men temporanly monopes
lized her anterest  None of the latter had been sen
ous Me was sclfishly glad of that and wmted
uneasily through her every vinit until she assured him
that her affections had not been possessed  How
ever this condition he hnew must soon come to an
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end Mariana was istinct with sex and a short
while before he had vent his ncknowledgment of her
twenty sixth birthday

She sat veeupied with salad epeinst the cavernous
depths of u fireplace that between the tchen door
and a built ;n cupboard filled the sde of the dimng
room  The long mantel nbove her head was ladened
with the grey sheen of pewter and two uncommonly
large fluted bowls of blue Stiegel glass  In the ten
tre of the table Linen, the Sheffield and crystal and
Pictorial Staffordshire was a vivid expanse of rose
geranwums  She broke off a flower and pinned 1t
with the diamond bar on het breast Howat  she
suid  to morrow s Saturday and Ive asked two
people out until Sunday mght Ehza Provost and
a youngman Do you mmnd?

Tell Rudolph he rephed It was not until
after dmner when they were playing smiff thet he
teahized that she omtted the voung mans name
He mtended to ask 1t, but hrs mind and hand hover
mg over an rwory dommo he forgot Twenty
he announced reaching for the scormng pad Oh
hell Howat! she protested Thats the game
almost She emptied her coffee cup and speeu
Iatnely fingered one of the thin esgars in the box
at his hand Its the customary thing in Peru
she observed pmnching the end from the cigar and
lighting 1t He watched her absently veled mn the

fragrant blmshsmoke Automatieally his thoughts
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returned to the women that at a breath of seardal
had refused to attend the dinner to Patti  So much
chanped  the years fled hi ¢ birds 1n a ymst
I feel hhe a politician® she told lum  “ Ehea

Provost would pat me on the back  Shes talhing
from o sonp hox on the street corners now winging
men for such trifies as forced ieth  Im fond of
Ehza shes got a splendid erust I wish youd get
exated about my rights but your interest really
goes no further than a hat from Carmlle Marchas
You orc deletersous Howst  Isn't that a Jovely
word! Which was the first double??  Ife bloched
and won the game  Yofty five’ she annownced
‘and mnety five before I owe you a dollar and &
half

She pad the debt promply from & flexible gold
mesh bag on the table then stooped and wandered
among s books Iowat Penny turned to yester
day & Fremng Post and Msriana settled beyond the
lamp  Qutside the locusts were desperatelv shnll
and the heavy ticking of an old clock grew audible

I dont hke George Moore! she cxclmmed e
rawsed surpnised mquinng evebrows ¢ Ile 1s such
a taster  she added but particulanzed no more
She sat, with the scarlet bound ook clouded s the
white ¢hiffon of her lap gazing at the wall Her
Iips were parted and a brighter colour ro ¢ 3n her
cheeks  Her attitude her expression vaguely dis
turbed hom  he had never seen her more warmly,
dangerously alive. A new rluctance stopped the
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question forming in his mmnd  she seemed to have
retreated fromhim ¢ Moore 15 a very great artist
be said instead

¢ Thats hittle to me  she rephed fippantly ns
mng X think 11! go up and X almost think I will
ks you agamn” He grumbled a protest and
watched her trail from the room the silver girdle
and chiffon emphasizing her thin vigorous body the
lamplight faling on her bare sharp shoulders
Howat Penny had ecarly acqured a habit of long
hours and 1t was past one when he put aside hus
Papers stood for a moment on the porch  The fire-
flies were gone the locusts secemed farther away and
the soft heavy flight of an owl rose from the warm
Brass

Below on the right he could saguely see the
broken bulk of what had been Shadrach Furnace
the ruined shape of the past  The Pennys no longer
made iron  His father had marhed the last casting
They no longer listened to the beat of the trip ham
mer but to the light rhythm of a conductor s baton
they heard in place of rnging metal a tenor s grace
notes  Soon they would hear nottung  They went
out for all time with lumself It was fitting that
the last true to ther peculiar mhertance should
be & black Pennv He Howat was that—the
ancient Welsh blood finally gathered in 2 cup of Lfe
before 1t was spilled

Old influences quichened within lim  but attenu

ated they were no more than regrets They came
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Iate to trovble hus remnant of hving  He was like
the Turnace, o sign of what had been yet, he
thought 1 self cxtenuation he had brought no dis
honour no dragging of the tradition through the
much of & public scandal  Not that nor any
thing elsc  Now when it was absurd he was yesent
ful of the part he had played m hfe like a mmor
crached sotee he estended a former figure with a
saving touch of humour importuning the director
because he had not been east in the great roles  The
nmight mist camo up and brushed tum he was con
scious of a sudden chill, an aching of the wrsts
“Crached he repeated nloud and retreated info
the house where Rudolph gone up he put oot the
hights and stifffy retired
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HEY plished Dittle the following morn
mg Marmana m a scant brown hinen shirt
a sheer wmist through which were wisible
Precarious mncidentals and narrow black ribbon and
the confoundedest green stockings he had ever secn
lounged mdolently 1n a canvas swing  The heat m
treased m a reddish haze through which the sun
poured like molten copper Youd better come
mside  he said from the doorway  the house shut
Up 13 quite comfortable.  Withm the damp of the
old stone walls made a comparatve coolness The
shades were drawn down and they sat 1 an untmely
twilight
When I thik of how energetic Ehza wall be
Manana asserted I am already overshelmed
But you never looh hot Howat jou arc always
biautiful®  His flanncls and straw-coloured silh
cat were crisply ironed his hair his searf and lus
trous yellow shoes prease  Howat, she contn
ued almost amuously  you put b Iot on, well—
good form You think that the way a man hnots
s tie 1s tremendously sigmificant —
Perhaps  he returned ¢autiously A good
mMany years have shown me that the right man usu
ally wears the might things
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“Couldn t that be yust the smallest it unfair?
Arent there after all droses of the night men
rubber coflars? I dont hnow any' she added
hastily  thatss not exactly thesame  Dut it scems
to me that you have lived so exelusively 1 a cer-
tam atmosphere that you might hase got blinded
to — to other things

Perhaps’ he smd agamn complacently X ean
anly judge by my own feching and experience  Now
Mapleson neser was a finer conductor of opera~—
vou didnt catch him 1 & pink tie tn the evemng
And some of those others who failed m a couple of
woehs I give you my word, dress shirts with forget
menots

She regarded lum with o frowmng hall closed
visien It sounds wrong® ghe commented Its
been your hife of course”  He prew resentful under
her scrutiny  the imphed ershesm A sudden sus
meon entered hus mind connected wath her expres
si10n last cvening the young man whose name he had
omtted to a<h s reluctance to question her re-
turned  But of Vamana had attached hesself to
some rowdy by heaven he would He fixed the
glass 1 Ius eye and pretenchng to be occupred with
a pentadsent stodied her  He sealized that be would
could do nothing  She was o woman of determine
tion and her father dead & very adequate income
of her awn s fondness for Martana ressded prin
apally 1 & wish to see her free from the multituds
pous snarcs that he designated 38 8 group as common
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He was fearful of her entanglement 1n the cheap 1m
plcations of the undistinguished democracy more
prevalent every year All that was notable
charming 1n her he felt would be obliterated by
trite connection he had no more patience for the
conventional fulfilment of her life than he had for
the thought of women votng Howat kenny saw
\lariana complete fine m herself as the Orpheo of
Christopher Gluck was fine and complete He pre-
ferred the contained artistry of such music to the
cruder more popular and moral sounds

Early i the afternoon she went to her room
although Honduras had no occasion to go to the
station for considerably more than an hour explan
g that she must dress Howat Penny sat with his
Palms on his white flannelled hnees revolung now
himself in the hight of lus aspirations for Mariana
He wondered 1f 1 the sbsence of any sympathy for
the mass of sentiment and bying he was blind too
to her greatest possibilitres 1f 1n short he was a
vicious mfluence  Perhaps as the old were said
to do he had hardened into a narrow and erroneous
conccphion of values Such doubts were both dis
turbing and unusual ordinanly he never hesitated
10 the cxact expression of hus vigorously held opimons
and prejudices he seldom relaxed the critical eleva
tion of hus standards He was he thought contemp
tuously growing soft semhty was diluting hus fibre
blurring his mnmer vision

MNotling of this was wisible as he rose on Marana s
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yeappearance there was not s hing relaxed hos hand
some dark profile wns as pndefully clear ss af it
had been stamped on & hronze comr  Marana wore
simply blue with sn amber veiling of tulle about
her shoulders and a short shart that gave her o
marhed youthful aspect  She seemed 11l at ease and
avorded s gaze hurrying out fo meet the motor as
it nowily turned sharply i at the door Howat
Penny heard Fliza Provast's shert, unpatient eoun
ciation, and a rapd, masenline uiterance Iliza
entered a grl with a deaded evenly pale face
and brown eyes m a severe black hinen smt and &
smalf hat and extended n direct hand n shghtly
smiling gresting  Manana followed for a moment
filling the doorway ¢ Well goup Elva  shesmd
woving with the other to the stair n fow feet distan
A man followed snto the house and Manaua half
turncd on the bottom step Howat? she pro-
coeded burriediv  tins 1s James Lolder * Then she
ascended with Eliza Provast

An expression of amazement deepening almost to
dismav  was momentanly \isible on Howat Fenny &
countenance  Ihis face felt hot and there was an
uncomfortable pressure 1n hus throat such as might
come from shock Surely Marmna wouldnt
without warning bum —{ e was conscious of the
neccamite facing o tall apare voung, man with an
wtent expression of a polite phrase and he articy
lated an adequate somethuing in & noticeably dis
turbed tore  But of course he had made s mutake
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James Polder s intensity mncreased concentrated o
a gaze at once belligerent and eager He sad
Then Miss Jannan didnt tell you It was a
mistake It may be I am not exactly desirable
here” hus vorce sharpened and he retreated a step
toward the daor
No  Howat Penny rephed ¢she didut He

found humself studying & face at once youthful and
Lned a good jaw contradicted by a mouth already
traced with discantent and yellow brown eyes ki
dhng with a surprising energy of resentment ¢ You
are Byron Polder s son? he said m a manner that
carred 1ts own affirmation ¢ Eumice Scofields
grandson

¢ Eunice Penny’s* the other mterjected Your
own grandfather saw to that  His hand rested
the doorway and he stopped Honduras carrymg m
the guests bags Howat Penny s poise rapidly re-
turned Go right up Honduras he directed

the Windmill room I think I had never seen
Jyou  he said to James Polder as if mn apology
“But your father has been ponted out tome  He
waved the younger man mto the room beyond and
moved forward the cigarettes

James Polder took onc with an evident relief mn
the commonplace act He struck a match and Lt
the cigarctte with elaborate care Will you st
for o little? the elder proceeded  Or perhaps
youd rather change at once 1ve no doubt 1t was

sticky mn the aty 297
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¢ Thaul you perhaps 1d better—the last’
Rudolph appeared and conducted the joung man
shove Howat Penny sat suddenly Ius hps folded
m a stubborn Line  “Manana had behaved out
rageously she must be fambiar with the whole,
miserable past episode she had grien hums some ver)
bad moments  He had o personal btterness toward
that old unhappy affasr the derchiction of lus dead
grandinther ~3t had betn he had always felt
largely responsible for lus own course n hie 1t had
before s barth oven formed s humitations, as it
had those of lus father

The Jatter had been the chuld of a dangerousiy
late marnage a marmage from wihnch time an
delny had stripped both watcrial potency and sus
taming alfusion  Jasyer Tenny had been measmg
fifty when Ins son was born and that act of delib
erate sacrifice on the part of lus wife entermg md
dle age had imposed an anordinate amount of
suffering on her last vears  Therr chidd 1t nas
true hod been of normat stature and ined to withut
& short space of a half century  But then he had
utterly collapsed died 1 three days from what had
first appeared o shight cold and throughout Ins
matunty he had been s man of feverssh nund e
disastrous Blmd struggle agmnst the great, newly
discovered iron deposits of the Mddle W est was cha?
actenstic of fus i balanee  And 1n hns own Howal
Penny s successive turn the Istter told hmself
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agawn he hed paid part of the price of lus grand
father s indulgence
It was mcorporated m the Penny knowledge that
Susan Brundon had refused to marry Jasper whle
the other woman was alive The latter had died
some years after the disgraceful pubhaty of the
murder and trial the wedding had then taken place
but 1t scemed to Howat Penny to have been almost
perfunctory  Yes he had puid too 1n the negative
philosophy the emtical steriity of his existence
He recognized this in one of the disconcerting flashes
of perception that latelv allummated him as 1f from
without  Some essential proportion had been dis
turbed  He looked up at a shght sound and saw
Mariana standing before im  His expression he
knew was severe he had been quite upset
I can see’ she proceeded slowly  that I have
been very wiched 1 didnt realize Howat that it
might affect you how real all that old stir might
be I am tremendously sorry you must know
that I am awfully fond of you It was pure
Joung selfishness I was afraid that if I spohe first
you wouldn t let hum come And 1t was impertant
—1 must see hum and talk to Inm and thnk about
1t You can realze mother and Kingsfre-e!
Where did you meet him?  he demanded shortly
With Eliza at a meeting she went on more
rapidly  Hes ternbly brlant and a steel man

Isntat funny? The Pennys were steel too oriron
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and that's the same X wish you could be mee to lim
or just decent until —until I know
¢ Marana!’ he exclumed, nsing ¢ You dont
mean that you are really —  [hat you—
“lerhaps Howat she answered gravely ‘I
have only scen him twice and he has said nothing
but you see Y am an experienced young woman  No
other man has made the same 1mpression
That he declared coldly, ‘15 unthuinkable
You cant know all the facts’
Ido but somchow I don't care *
“Lrerything about lam 15 impossible — hus his
torv famly Wiy Tumce Seofield well Penny,
marnied o man from behind a counter a fellow who
sold womens gloves jes and wore than half Jew
And this man s mother was Delin Vullen a daughter
ot the dirty ward Jeader All thus asde from—
from lus bad blood®
It s partly vours vou know she smd quetly
After all there are other places I can sce him”
She turned away “TEliza Provost js wnsane * he
muttered  “No  VMarana returned  ‘only supe-
rior to narrow little prejudices  She can sce Nfe
people as they are  Jim Polder 15 one of the most
promiung men mn the stecl mills  He 1s going up and
up  That 1 cnough for Thza, 1t 13 enough for me
and 1f 1t won t do for my famJy — she made an
opeting gesture with her fingers  Her expression
had herdened she pazed at lum with brght con
temptuous eyes  In a moment the affcctionate bonds
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between them seemed to have dissolved  His feelmg
was one of mingled anger and concern but he en
deavoured to regain s self control conscious that
& hasty word more might do irreparable harm
Of course Y cant have you meeting him about

the streets he stated  *It1s better here 3f neces
sary I am very much displeased  a note of com
Plamt appeared and she immediately returned to
him 1aid a hand on s shoulder Nothing 1s cer
tam’ she assured him I wanted to be sure that
1all T dont want to make a mess out of things

It was a part of the very quality of emotional
courage he had so lately defined extolled & part of
ber disdamn for ordinary prudence and conventional
approhation A direct dishike for this James Polder
wvaded him a determined attitude of hyper enitt
cism  Vhen the younger man reappeared Howat
Penny found justification for this attitude The
details of Polder s apparel although acceptable
the mamn were without nicety  His shoes were a
crude tan and Iis nechtie from the outer himbo
His hands too had a grimy surface and the nals
were broken unhempt

But 1t was evident that all the criiasm was not
to be hanted to lus own  James Polder regarded the
sngle glass with & scoffing lp as if 1t were the
appendage of a ludierous Anglomania  He glanced
with indifference at Howat Penny s prctures books
the collected emblems of his cultivated years FHis

braws raised at the pho{ugrnph of Secaleht 1n the
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Pages trunks —as if, the clder thought, she had
been a “ pony’ n the Black Crook —- and was visi
1bly amused at the great Mapleson, posed m s
digmfied attitude by a brolen column An irre-
pressible and biting scorn Howat Penny saw was,
perhaps the young man s strongest attribute He
hed violent opmions cxpressed in sudden sharp
movements gestures with s shoulders, swift frowns
and fragmentary sentences

Howat Pcnny had never seen a more )il ordered
youth and he cxperienced an increasing difficulty m
heeping & marked asperity from Ius speech and con
duct  Elza Provost shortly came down and the
three strolled out into the ruddy hight of late after
noon  Howat Penny consumed a long time dressing
for the evering and in the end srritably summoned
Rudolph I cant get these damned studs 1n ke
compluined  whatcver do you suppose women use
for starch now?  Rudolph dexterously fised the
emeralds, then held the black mlk waistcoat ¢ And
conts won t hang for a bawbee he wenton ¢ Gen
tlemen Like Gary Dilles used to go regularly to
London spring and fal) for their things  No doubt
then about a man of breeding  You didn t see the
other land around  Wouldn t have 'em” Rudolph
murmured consolingly  Sat 1n the pit but neer
got into the boxes  lus voice grew thin querulous

Pm moving along Rudolph  he sdmtted sud
denlv ¢ the manners and by thunder the musc
100, don t suit me any more  Gise me the old Acad
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emy days in Irving Place He hummed a bar from
Ernan

Through dinner he mamntained a severe silence
Isteming with a frownmng disapproval to Elza
Provost s tranquil subversive uttérances FHowat
Penny couldnt think what her father was about
permitting her to harangue loafers by the streets
and saloons She was wm a cold way — she had
Peter Jannan Provosts curious grey colourmg-—
& handsome piece of a girl too A fine figger
he told humself

Later Mariana and James Polder had gone out
on the porch he faced with reluctance the task
of furmishing her with entertamment but to his
extreme relief she procured a leather portfolio
and addressed hersclf to a sheaf of papers But
that 1 itself was a peculisr way for a young
woman to spend an evening She would have done
it he felt if he had been half hus actual age  God
help the man with a fancy for her! Charming
visions were woven on his memory from the fading
skems of the past—a ride m 2 dilapidated publie
fiacre after a mashed ball m Pans at dawn
Confett: tangled wn coppery hair a wilful mouth
frngmntly pamnted and phantomhke swans op &
Ulack lake His silk hat had been telescoped in the
process of smackimg a Frenchmans eye Perhaps
they had told each other there would be cards later
m the day an affair of honour He forgot what

exactly had happened but there had been ;:gsduzl
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le looled up with & suddeh concern, 83 1if e
thoughts mipht have been clear to Ihza Provost
m irreproachable evening dress and shell mimmed
glasses, mntent on statistieal pages  Manann wnd
James Iolder appeared the former, Howat Penny
thought disturbed  Polder s intenke countenance
was sombre Yus brow corrogated  Manand, accom
pamed by Lhiza, soon after went up  and left the
two men facing ench other neross a nettral mlence
% % ou manufacturc steel, T heliese  the elder finally
stated

The Company does” Tolder rophed more ex
actly ¢ Tve been an the open hearth wmce X eft
school® hie went on %3t was born m me, T ve nerer
thought of mnything else®  Fhs tone grew sharp,
s of 3t might occur to the other to contradict the
legitimaty of hus pursmt ¢ X have done well enougly
too  he sand pndefully Most of them come o
from college I went from shovelling slag m the pity
the crane to sccond helper and melter they gase
me the futnace after a year and now I am foreman
Tttt be better stll 3} s reorgamyation goes
through ot many men hate a chance at the su
perintendent s office under thirty fae ™

That 1s very adourable  Howat Penny smd
fotmally  He wondered pravately ot the far chsn
el 1nto wtnch the orsgnal Penny abihity had flowed
Therc conld be no doubt however objectionable that
Jumes 1 oldcr was the present repository of the fam
iy tradition  He had had st from the souree and

0%



THE METAL

the won had not apparently been carroded by
tanted blood He was forced to admt that a
coarser stran had perhaps, lent it endurance All
this failed to detract from hus imtral dishike of young
Polder  There was a lack of breeding 1n the m.zner
m which he sat 1 s chair thrust forward on its
edge in hus arrogant proclamation of abiity suc
cess  James Polder was anxious he realized to am
press him Howat Penny with the fact that he was
not negligible  Such things were utterly wnimpor
tant to hun  He was unable to justify or even ex
plan to humself s standards of yudgment They
were not foundcd on admirable conduct on achicve-
ment what was known as sohd worth but on vague
accents 1ntuhive attitudes of mund visible in 2 hun
dred irvial evem absurd, mgns The mght
things  were more indispensable to mm than the
sublimest. attributes

On the followmg mormng Manana Ehza and
Polder disappeared 1n hus car ~— ik seemed that the
latter was an accomplished mechamc w addition
to hus other quahties — and Howat Penny faced the
disagreeable possibilities of the near future  Mar
ana would he knew meet this fellow promscuously
f necessary  As she had mdieated 1t was imposst
ble to concerve of im 1n Charlotte Jannan s house
The latter was a rigidly correct woman  She would
too and properly be nasty if she learned that such
mectings had taken place at Shadrach The only

thing to do was to bring Marana to what be desig~
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nated as her senses And at the start he had a
convietion that he might fml
She did not accompany Eliza Provost and Polder,

when late Sunday afternoon they departed but sat
absorbed 1n thought through the evenmg meal He
found his affection for her increasing to an annoymg
degree he was almost humble 1 us anxiety not to
wound her

Iafe 15 so messy” she smd with sudden vio
lenee  You cant thnh Howat how I hate
mysclf the horndest things go round and round
through my mind ~ We re all wrong ~— I m more Like
you than I admitted — born snobs I mean the kind
who look down on people different from themselies
1 can t help beng on —on edge I can tell you this
though 1 care more for Jim Polder than for any
other man Ive ever met I m mad about lum and
vet somehow I can’t quite think of marryng lim
He s ashed me already  But I knew he would *

You must wait® he !cmponzcd ¢such tlungs
clear up after a hittle *

¢ And if they don t?” she

they are choked by a hundred
thoughts® Tt ean be too ?
Howat  You must know
cude what really 15 the
Inid tight on to or Jet -
seems —— one what 1
1 want Jim and Im ™
about I unice or Lase
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doesn t matter a bawbee, as you say I hate 2t be-
cause I think at tumes 1t makes hum unhappy
Really T believe I am fonder of hum because of 1t
We owe hum something — the supenior Jannans and
Pennys  Why Howat hes your own blood and
you looked at hum as 1f he were a grocer’s assistant
And T watched hatefully for the lttle expressions
that seemed common  Of course out 1n those mlls
he would pick up a lot that wouldn t touch us and
after all he could drop them

If you have any thought of reforming hum he
commented dryly you might as well see a weddmg
stationer *

I could mfluence um® she imsisted Id at
least count for as much as those shovellers and fur
nace men *

But not he proceeded relentlessly  agamnst
the Esste Scofield you disrmssed so easly I dont
doubt for a minute the unhappmess you spohe of
it would be a part of lus mheritance and you d never
charm 1t out of hum Damn 1t Mariana  he burst
out  hes mferior! Thats all mferior  Anger
and resentment destroyed his caution Iis planned
logic restramt I can see what your life would
be if youcant You would hve in a no mans land
and all the clergymen m the world couldnt make
Jou one

It wouldn t be the clergymen Howat she said
smply  And you mustn t thuk I am only a silly

with her first young man I have hssed them before
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Howat +es and Iked 1t I am not happy with
Jin 1t s something else, ke teaning sl Heas 20
confident And 0 helpless he s drnlang now too’

1 suppose that 13 an added nttraction * he com
mented  She chose to ignore this T half prom-
wsed him? she continued ““to take dimner with ks
family  He will be wn the city next weeh X sad
1 thought you d bring me *

Wl T wont,” he replied m o startled energy
¢Manana voure out of your head Go to Bvron
Polders housel el” In s exctement he
dropped a highted cigarette on the Chinese rug

T have no one clse * she told am ¢ Perhaps T
marry Jim and go awav T thought you might
want to be with me at the last

He fumbled for Iny glass fived 1t 1n Ius ege and
then dropped it out clearing his throat sharply
e rose and crossed the room and looked out
through the open door at the mght  The stars were
hazy nnd there was a constant reflection of hight
wng on the honzon  Towat Penny swore silently
vt hts mercasing softness his betrayal by i years
et 1t mght be & good thing for her to see the
Tolder family nssembled Byron ~he was a preten
tious looking fool —at one end of the talle and
Delin ullen Polder at the other 'There were
more cluldren too  DBut af 1t beeame necesvary
Yreaven knew how he would explan all this to Char
Totte T believe’ he smd npparently innocentlys
“ lhn; they live 1n the north end of the aity
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It wont damage you she rephed ndirectly
Already he thought with poignant regret a part of
the old Mariana had gone her vowce was older
darker mith matunty



v

OWAT PE\MY arnved m town late on
the day when he was to dine with Marana
at the Polders e cntered a taxicab and
was carried smoothly through the thick hot air
open clectric cars ladened with damp, pallid sales
people passcd with o harsh ninging  and the folge
n Rittonhouse Square hung dusty and Lmp and
still  The houses beyond on Ninetcenth Street
where the Jannans winter dwelling stood were
closed and blankly boarded  The small provisional
entrance before which he stopped opened and &
servant out of hinery appeared ¢ Shall I tell the
drner to rcturn sir?  he queried  * the telephone
18 disconnected e 1ssued anstructions and with
Hownt Penny s bag followed hum inta the darkened
Tiouse
The windows of a general chamber on the sccond
floar had been thrown open and there he found Ma
riana s brother Tungsfrere Jannan was a Joung
man with a brond white face shadowed in pasty
green and leaden eyes I countenance Howat
knew masked a heen and msaricious temperament
He did uncommonly well at auction bridge mn the
clubs  Rongsfrere i & grey morming coat with
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white lmen gaiters and a relentless collar podded
and lounged from the room and Mariana soon ap-
peared Perhaps Howat she said 1t would be
better if you didn t dress X have an 1dea the Pol
der men don t

At the stubborn expression which possessed him
she exclaimed sharply *If you tell me that the Colo
nel or Gary Dilkes were always formally dressed at
dinmer I think I11 scresm  Nevertheless he had
16 ntention of relnquishmg a habit of years for the
Polders or the north end of the aty and when
later he came down into the hall where the man
stood with s sk hat and cape Mariana put an
arm about his shoulders T wish every one could be
as beautsful as yourself she told him They passed
the Square bathed 1n dusk and the beginning shim
mer of arc hghts went through the flattened and
famtly thunderous arch of a ralway and turned
mto a broad asphalt street on which wide glisten
ing bulk windows gave place to sombre shops with
lurid flame-streaked vistas and continuous Test
dences beyond Howat Penny gazed curiously at
the tall narrow dwellings often a contmuous sini
lar fagade from strect corner to corner then divers1
fied 1n elaborate indvidual design  All however
had deep stone steps leadmg to the sdewalk
thronged with figures mn airy white dresses coatless
men smoking contentedly there was 2 constant
light vihration of laughmg voices and subdued call

ng end the famter strams of mechanical mustc the
s
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beet of popular marches and attennated vowces of
colebrated sinpers

The motor turned suddenly in to the curb and
they got out  The house before them, hike s fel
Jows was entered from a high flight of red sandstone
steps and was built of a smooth, soapy green stone
with red coursings an vlaborate cormce and tiled
Ttahan roof  No one was sitting outsde although
there was a pile of circular, grass woven cushions
and Howat sharply rang the bell A wad in
aproned blach ndmitted them into a marrow hall
from which stairs mounted with a cared rail ter
mmating 1n & newel post supporting an almost hie
sized bronze nymph whose flowing hair was encrreled
by a wreath of electrically lit flowers and who held &
dally ehining sheaf of jonquils  There was no other
dlummation and owat Penny diccovered 1o the
obscunty a lngh mirror bristling with eIl horns, on
which hung varous hats and outer garments He
stood helpless apparentls m an attitude he found
impossible to deny himself waiting to be relieved of
his ¢overings when Mamana whispered angnly

Don t be so rotten Howat®

Fnally the mmd sccured lus eape, and he was
conscious of u ahir at the head of the stmrs  Im-
medintely after a ahnll subdued vorce earned to
where he stood. T told vou® it smd violently
" dress suit * There was an answering mure
mur 1n which he could distinguish Yames Polder s
lmpntsl:t;t tones  The latter descended and flooded
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the hall with hght from a globe m the celing
He was garbed 1 blue serge and flannels  Tsa
bella  he stated directly belligerently even  thinks
we ought to change our clothes but we never do
and I wouldnt hear of —of lyng for effect
Howat Penny s dislike for him pleasantly mncreased.
Manana 1 rose crepe with a soft dull gold girdle
and long trumpet hke sleeves of flowered gauze
smiled at him warmly It 15 a harmless pose of
Howats she evplamed & concession to thé
ghosts of the past * She patted the elder on the
shoulder

Above James Polder ushered them mto a room
hung with crimson and gilt stamped paper an elab-
orately fretted cherrv mantel about the asbestos
rectangle of an artificial hearth and a multitude of
chairs and divans shrouded 1n linen  There was an
upnight ebomzed prano draped 1n & fringed Roman
scarf and holding a towering jar of roses a great
carved easel with a pamstaking smooth o1l pamting
of & dark man 1 an attitude of fived dignity and an
expensively cased talhing machine  The origmal
evidently of the portrait and 2 small rotund waman
m mauve brocade advanced to meet them Young
Polder said My mother and father This 1s Miss
Jamnan and Mr Howat Penny

The latter saw that Mrs Byron Polder was dis
tmetly nervous she twsted the diamonds that occu
Pred & not nconsiderable portion of her short fin
gers and smiled rmgdly ¢ T am very ple;lssed to
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meet you, Miss Jannan, she proceeded ‘and Mr
Penny too’ She held out a hand, then half with
drew it but Mariana captured 1t 1n her direct palm
¢ Thank you she rephed Byron Polder had a
more confident poise i reality there was a per
ceptible chill 1 his manner He was a handsome
man with a cleanly shaven face introspective brown
eyes and a petulant drooping mouth You have
sueceeded i finding your way to mv house * he pro-
nounced emgmatically, gazing at Howat Penny

It was Howat thought just such an il bred ut
terance as he had looked for from Byron Polder
and he made no effort to mitigate 1t He was con
scious of and resolutely sgnored VMarana s verled
entreaty  ‘lou dont know my girls*” Mrs Polder
continued rapidly Here 13 Isabella and hate
will be along for dinner? A tall bony woman of
perhaps thirty five 10 an appalling complication of
nibbons and sk moved forward with a comentional
sentence  In her Howats apprasements went on
virgimty had been perpetuated m a eaptious ob-
scssion  They stood awhwardly silent until James
Polder exclaimed  Good heavens this 1nt a wax
worhs!l Vihy dont we mt down? ‘The older
woman glanced with a consuming anxicty at Isabella
and nodded violently toward an exit It s a quar
ter after seven  she snud in a swift ande  Tsabella
correctly disposed on n chaie of muffled and mystert
ous hine resolutely sgnored the appeal

‘Istli:dnl suppose youd be in the atv? she ad
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dressed Marsana ¢ I read in the paper that you had
gone to Watch Hull with Mrs Ledyard B Starr

You can see that Im back Manana smiled

The famly, of course are at Andalusta but we
have all been 1 town the past days I am really
staymmg with Howat at Shadrach’
¢ The former location of Shadrach Furnace I be

heve® Byron Polder stated Now 1 rums
Howat Penny accurately gathered that the other
mferred the collapse not only of the Furnace He
secured the single glass 1n his eye and looked delib-
erately around  Isabella watched hm with a tense
interest, Mrs Polder gave a short perturbed gig
gle  Just Lhe George Arhss she told her son
James Polder on the edge of a chair was twitching
with repressed uneasimess he frowned antagonis
tically and then gazed appealingly at Marana I
have been introduced to your cousmn Miss Provost
Lsabella again took up her socal thread A dear
friend of mime a talented actress gave a Tecitation
at Miss Provost s request for suffrage

Elza s splendild Manana pr

Peter Jannan Provost sdaughter Byron Polder
added fully  But his vorce indicated that even more
darkly unfavourable might be revealed ¢ Miss
Provost has been under arrest  Damn the solemn
ass Howat Penny thought She s been 1n the jug
twice now  Mariana went on cheerfully Kings
frere had to put up & bond the last time  Mrs
Polder was rapidly regammng her ease S‘]’Zﬂsn t
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her mamma seareds” she inqured  “Xd go enif
Isabella was teken up ?

“ fmagme Isabella'’ Tim Polder exploded  “Its
quite the thing ’ that individual asserted “Isa
bella, her mother declared ¢ 1t 18 twenty five past
seven L wish youd go out and sce where dmner 1s®
She rose with an expression of mingled surprisc and
pain  ‘Really mother she said *that s an ex
traordinary request *  Her brother snorted  There
was a sudden muffied clamour of chimes from below,
and VMrs Polder gave a sigh of relief ‘I didnt
want 1t spoiled * she explaned descending  Jim
would be wild after all his cagerness to have things
mee ?

The dining room resembling all the wnterior was
tong, and narrow and had a high cetling m varmshed
light wood  Bsren Polder faced lus wife at the ap
posite end of the table Iowat Penny sat besde
Maruna with Jim Ialder across Isabella was on
her mother 5 night  and & waiting place was flled by
a dark surprisingly beautiful gel This 1s hate
Virs Yolder snid prondly  Howat thought he had
not seen such a handsome female for vears She
wore a yuffied transparent ercpe de Chine waist that
clung in frank curves to full graceful shoulders her
hawr was a lustrous black coil and she had sultry
topaz eves and a mouth drooping like her fathers
but more warmly bowed  Kate I older met the direct
pleasure of lus inspection with a prately convt)"d
admussion that she understood and subseribed to 3t
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Here at last was & girl up to the standard of old
days the divinity of Scalchn herself  She would have
created a sensation mn Delmonicos the real Del
monice s Gary and the Colonel —

‘ We think they re elegant Mrs Polder s voice
roke 1 on lus revery He looked up and saw a
great fish on a huge platter before s host & fish m
surprising semblance to ife had 1t not been for the
Tosettes of lemon the green bed which surround d
it Gracious no  she answered Mariana s query

we dont do 1t home Mr Polder has them sent
from a Rathsheller down town Hell make a meal
off one  The latter was plainly chagrned at this
light thrown on his petty appetites He assumed
a1 arr of complete detachment m the portiomng of
the dish but at the same time managed to supply
Tnmself Iiberally The conversation was sporadic
Howat Pennvy found the dinner lavish and divided his
attention between 1t and Kate lolder James and
Manana addressed general remarks to the table at
succeedmng mtervals Mr Polder gloomed and Isa
bella went through the gestures the accents of the
occasion with utter correctness Howat studied
Marana but he was unable to discover her
thoughts she was smuling and cordial and apolo
@ed for losng her shpper I alvays do  she
explamed James Polder hastily rose and came
around to assist her The diner was at an end and
she stood with a slim silken foot outheld for him to

replace the framle object of search .
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They reassembled above and Mrs Polder sug
gested music. My son says you are very fond of
good music  she addressed Howat Penny I can
tell you 1t 1s a lovely taste We have the prethiest
records that come Isabella put on Harl Hark
the Lark She obediently rose and revolving the
handle of the talking machine fixed the grooved rub-
ber disk and needle  Howat hstened with a stony
countepance to the ensumg strams Such instru
ments were his particular detestation  Mrs Polder
waved her hand dreamily Now ? she smid “ the
Sextette and The End of a Perfect Day No
Mr Penny would Iike to hear Salome I'm sure
with all those cymbals and creepy Eastern tunes
An orgy of sound followed applauded — perversely
he was certain — by Mariana  James he saw was
as uneasy as himself but for a totally different rea
son  He gazed at Mariana with a fierce devohon
patent to the most casual eve his expression was
tormented with concern and longing

When do you return to Harrisburg?’ Byron
Polder inquired ¢ My son” he went on to Howat
Pennv 15 a practical sron man I say won al
though that 13 no longer the phrase because of nat
ural associations  The present system of the manu
facture of steel as you doubtless know evolved from
the old Ironmasters of whose blood James has a gen
erous share  We look to lum to re-establish er —e
departed importance I need say no more I
wonen s anxiety at this trend of specch became pain
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ful, * Play a right hvely prece * Mrs Polder mter
Jected and an mtolerable cacophony of banjoes fol
lowed making conversation futile

The evemng Howat Penny felt was a considerable
success by heaven Manana would never get herself
mto this’ Byron Polders innuendoes must have
annoyed her picely  When the mechanmcal disturb
ance ccased Mrs Polder saxd I believe that’s the
bell Euudently she had betn earrect for, wmmed:
ately after a young woman with bright gold ham
and a mobile pink countenance unceremoniously en
tered the room Oh' she exclaimed n an 1
stmetively statuesque surprise I didnt hnow you
Were entertaming company

Come mght 1n Harret’ Mrs Polder heartily

Proclaimed Miss Jannan Mr Penny this s Isa
bellas friend Harriet de Barry a near neighbour
and a sweet garl Shes an actress too under
l&tudxes Vivian Blane and 1s better, lots say than the
ead

Harriet de Barry made a comprehensive ge ture
“I wanted to say good bye to you all she an
Bounced I am going on tour Leave at midmight
Just had a wire from Mrs Blane  There were
Polite Polder exclamations regret congratulations
through which the son of the house moodily gazed
8t the carpet Haven t you anything to say to
Hatty?! s mother demanded  *And after all the
Passes she sent you® Howat Penny sa® Mariana s
&aze rest swiftly on the latest comers obvxo:lsggood
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focks and the serutiny, he was certain, held 2 cold
fermmne apprasal  As they descended to leave Ma
nana hingered on the stairs with Jim  The Iatter
closed the door of the public motor with a low, m
tense mutter and mosing away Iowat Penny it a
cigarette with a breath of audible relicf

I don t know winch I detest most,! Mariana de-
clared viciously € you or myself’

You might nclude that fish,! he added plam
tnely  She gozed at hum in cold contempt, with an
ugly protruding hp Nothing clse was said untal
they were in the opened room at the Jannans  Ma
riana flung hevself on o broad dinan with her nar
rowed gaze fixed on the pomnte of her shippers

Comfortable 3snt 3t* she addressed lom  “this
fecling of superiority?  He placidly nodded 1n
wardly highly pleased  *1 wish I'd married Jim the
first week I hnew lum without trying to be so dam
admirable  Hownt what 15 3t that makes people
what they are and arent? It was Le told her
difficult to express but 3t had te do with hented
associatrons Mrs Polder 1s as hind as possible
she asserted ¢ and I could see that you were ab-

orbed in hate *

Renlly VManana ? he protested “at times vou
are o Little rough  She s a very fine gur} an fach,
reminds me of Sealcln 0 Byron though what —
& regular catafalque?™ A blundering step mounted
ta the stayr  Rangsfrere entered and stood waverng
and concerned the collar wilted and a gaiter miss
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ng Ought to do something about the front
door he asserted ¢ frightful condition mo pant
ard full of splinters Very plump splmters he
specified examming a hand  Mariana surveyed him
coolly  thoroughly Sweet 1snt he? she re
marhed.  Ringsfrere Gilbert Todd Jannan

That s absolutely all that mdvidual assured
her Except if you want to add Sturgeon some
do  Hullow Howat! Grand old boy Homat he
told her But if he says I'm drunk I will tell you
one of Bundy s stories about him  This — this ele
gant deception tremendous nomse with the song
birds  He sat abruptly on a providentially con
vement charr ‘There Imply he hiccoughed
‘ Sweet  Mariana repeated Kmgsfrere finally
tose and with a frrendly wave wandered fram the
oom

It was good of vou to take me Howat she told
him wearily Although now I can see that you
went willmgly enough You thought it would cure
me  But of what Howat —of love? Of a feelng
that perhaps Id found a reason for living?

A decrdedly uncomfortable feelmg doubt mvaded
hm  He had an unjustified sense of meddhng of
blundering into a paramount situation to which he
lached the hey He had done nothing debatable he
assured himself Vlariana s inherent well — preju
dices eouldnt be charged to mm In the room
*here he was to sleep the unessiness followed him

Shewas hus greatest his only concern Howat Penny
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reviewed hus desire for her, hus preference for o Ma
rsana untouched by the common earge of ltving
II¢ recalled the discontent, the feeling of sterihity
that had Iately possessed him  the suspicron that ke
lfe had been 1 vam Al lus plulosophy, his ac
cumulated convictions were nvolved and bhe
hand he sat endeavourng to pierce the confusion
of Ins wdcas

He was conscions of a slow change gathering
withm him  and in atself that consciousness was
disturbing 1t had a vaguely dark chill aspeet
He shivered 1n the room super heated by summer
tus blood ran thinner and cold Howat Penny
had n sudden, starthng sense of his utter lone-
liness  there was ebsolutely no one, now, to whom
he could turn for the understanding born of lone
and intimately affechionate association Manana
was lost to hum 1w her ovn poygnant affair
No children  So many so much dend s coun
tenance however grew firm with the determmnation
that age should not find fam a coward ¥fe had
alwavs been bitterly contemptuous of the men that,
surfating thar appetites showed at the ympotent
Jast & cheap repentance  But he had done nothing
powmtediv wrong he had ~the invermon repeated
atself — dane nothing
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T Shadrach his customary decision returned
he went about, or sat reading well-ordered
cool appearing dogmatic He learned from

the Evemng Post that Mariana was at Varren
ton  She had carcfully described to him the Vir
gma country Lfe the gaiety and hard nding of
the transplanted Enghsh colomes and he prc
tured her at the successive horse shows 1n the brl
hant groups under the Dore columns of the por
ticoes  Then he saw she had gone north he found
her preture 1 & realistic Egyphian costume with
bare pamted legs at an extravagant ball He
studied her countenance magnifymng 1t with a read
ing glass but he saw nothmg beyond a surface en
Jovment of the moment
Then to Ins utter surpnse on an evenmg after
dinner, when he was seated m the settling dush of
the porch ntent on the grey movements of s fa
mliar owls a quick step mounted the path and
James Polder appeared
I wanted to ask about Miss Jannan the lat
ter stated frankly and at once Howat Pennv
cleared hus throat sharply T believe she 15 well
be stated formally  You will find 1t cooler here
It struck hum that the young man was oot ;icﬁclent
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m that particular More of stll greater diest
ness  folloned I suppose you hnow,” Polder
stated “that T want to marsy her and she
won t "

I had gathered something of the sort” the
other admitted  “Its natural m & wav  Polder
proceeded gloomily  “1d tahe her away from so
much  And, yet look herc—— vou esn shut me up
af you lile— what’s 5t all about? Can you tell mv
that?  Howat Pennv couldn t. Im not to blame
for that old mess any more than vou And 1t s not
my foult of something of — of which you think so
much came to me by the bach door Ive always
wanted what Manana 35’ he burst ont “and I
have pever been satisfied with what I could get
And when I saw her hell ~ what s the use!

Ans one wn IIarnsburg will tedl you T am »
good man® he reiterated at n shghtly different an
ple When vou kick through out of that rachet
of hunhies and steel you ve done somctling  Soont
11l be getting fise or six thousand * ¥e prused and
the other smid drily * Admurable * The phrase
seemed to him madequate it sounded in his enr as
unpleasantly as a false note Vet he was ponerless
to alter 1t change its brusque accent The per
sanal tone of T older’s revelations was inherently dis
tasteful to lim e said vising “If vou will ex
cuse me 11 tell Rudolph you will be here *

But I wont TPolder rephed  theres a fram
back at eleven 1 hisse to be at the mills for the

rag
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day shift to morrow I came out because I had
to talk a hitle about Mariana  He had deserted
the more formal address  And I wanted to tell
some one connected with her that I have gimp of my
own I know why she wont marry me andits a
small reason 1t would be small 1n —

Hold up Howat Ienny nterrupted 1mcensed

Am 1 to understand that you came here to com
plamn about Miss Jannan s conduct?  Lhat won t do
you know
. Its a small reason the other nsisted hotly
Hardly more than the idiotic fact that Im not m

the Social Register I am ashamed of her and 1
sud so It was so Little that I told her I wouldn t
argue  She could go to the devil

Really  the other observed  really 1 shall
have to ask you to control your language or leave

1 wonder 1f she will? the surprising James Pol
der sombrely speculated I wonder if I am? But
there are other women with better hearts

Are we to construe this as a threat?” Howat
ashed 1n & delicately balanced tone

For God s sake he begged  can t you be hu
man'  The other suddenly recslled Mariana s xm
plonng ang r at the Polders Don t be so rotten
Howat  The confusion of hus valuations Tis ha
bitual attitudes of thought returned s gaze
strayed to the obscured rum of Shadrach Furnace
at once & monument of departed Vigour and present

disintegration  Perhaps Just a8 the emergy had
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expired i the Furnace it had secped from hum It
sight be that he was only a sere husk, a dry bun
dle of whilihions insensble to the green humamty
of life

¢ I couldnt go on my knees to anything * the
younger took up lus burden  “ Wrong or not st 38
the way I'm made Id not bang sbout where I
wasnt wanted Although you mghtn't think it
And I om sorry I came here X do thiogs hle that
alf the time ¥ mean I do say exactlv the oppoute
of what I plan  Youll think I am o braving ass
of course

¢ Stop for a breath’ Howat Penny recom
mended & breath and a cigarette’  He extended
s case and 1o place of tahing a cgarette, Polder
evamined the case resentfully  There 1s 1t he
declared * correct, he all the rest of you And
it s only old lesther But nune would be different
T could sk and Marana woulda't put out a hand
Just on acconnt of that Its wrong’ he wusted
Lxpressed 1n that manner 3t did scem to Howat
Ienny a small reason for the mthholding of any
paramount salvation  Yet he told lamself he had
no intention desite to undertake the weght of any
reformation A futile effort he added with lus
vague conscoutness of implacable destiny hus cdim
sense of man maved from without m locked pro
gression Polder was voung rebelhious  but he
could grow older Te would grow older and compre-
hend  or efse beat fumself to death on obdurste aur
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cumstance  What concerned Howat was the hope
that Mariana would be no further mvolved n exther
Process  She too had this to learn — that 1n the
end blood was stronger than will the dead werc
ternibly potent He had even no inchnation to say
any of this to the man frowning in the dush at
his mde It would be uscless a mere preachng
An expression too of a shght but actual sympathy
for James Polder would be misleading  In the mam
Howat was entirely careless of what might happen
to the other 1t was only where unfortunately he
touched \lariana that he entered nto the elders
world He would sacrifice him for Manana i an
mstant  Polder rose

T must leave he announced Howat Penny
expressed po regret and the other hesitated awk
wardly Its no use! he finally exclmmed 1
cant reach you as if one of us spoke Patagoman
Hellish 1t seems to me  He turned and disap
peared as violently as he had come over the ob
scunty of the lawn A reddish misshapen moon
hung low 1n the shy and gave the aging man an
estraordinanly vivid impression of dead plancts
unthinkable wastes of time limitable systems and
spaces  James I older s passionate resentment his
own emotion were no more articulate than the thin
whirring of the locusts He went quekly ito the
house to the warm glow of his lamp the memories
of his pictures the figurine 11 baked clay with

Hermes wand of wictory
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r l “N\HE heat dragged through the remainder of
August and filled September with steaming
days and heavy mghts followed by driving

grev storms and pramomitory chill dawns A

period of sunnv tranquihty succeeded, but crimson

blots of sumach the warmer tone of maples made
it evdent that summer had lapsed Honduras
mulched the strawberries and set new tecth in Ins
lawn rakes The davs passed without feature or
word from Mariana and Howat Penny fell into an
almost slumberous monotony of existence It was
not unpleasant occupied with small duties intent on
lis papers or wandering 1n a past that scemed to
grow clearer rather than fade as time multiphed
he mamntained his erect carefully ordered existence

Then among his mail he found a large formal

appeaning envelope which he opened with a mild

cuniouty  Ihs athitude of detachment was soon

dispclled
Mrs Corinne de Barrv desired the pleasure of hus
attendance at the wedding of her daughter Harrset
to James Polder  Detatls a church and hour were
appended  The headlong young man he thought
with & smle  Vlarmna was well out of that He
- 8
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had been wise 1n saying nothing to Charlotte the
thing had exprred naturally  But srrationally he
thought of Folder with a trace of contempt-—a
man who hed unguestionably possessed Marana
Jannan s regard marrymg the pmh faced under
study to a second rate emotional actress! In a
way 1t made him cross the fellow should have shown
a—n preater appreciation delicacy Common
Place he said decisvely aloud The following day
Martana herself appearcd sith a touch of sable and
a small swickedly becoming hat
He was at lunch and without delay she took the
Place smilingly Inid for her by Rudolph It was
charactesistic that she made no pretence of con
cealing the r ason that had brought her to Shad
tach  Jmms gomg to marry that Harrset de
Barry  she said at once micely casual Ihad a
card  he wformed her Its to be on the thir
tith Marana proceeded  at might o clock and
church  Of course you are gomg
Not at all of course he replied encrgetscally
And vouHl stay away for the planest decency
We will go together she proceeded ealmly
I want to see Jim marred happy She gazed
at hum with narrowed eyes
Mariana he told her  thats & shameful lie
Itas cold femmmne curiosity It s worse—= the only
vulgar thwg I can remember your considering I
wont hear of 1t He debated the wisdom of

recounting James Tolder s last visit to S:;n;hnrh
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and decided 1n the negative  “Let the young man
depart with his Harnet 1n peace”

Its mchemng 10t 3t?’ she quened “And
vet 1t 18 so hhe Jim  Ie had a very ohjectional
idea of tuis digmity he was senstive n a way that
made me impatient  Ile couldn t forget himself, you
sce  That helped to make 1t difficult for me T
wasn t used to 1t s fechings were always boing dam
aged

Howat Penny nodded “Youll reeall T empha
sized that Manana looked worn by her gaietv,
he decided white for the first tume in lus memory
she scetmed older than her actual years Her
friends he knew her existence bore the gencral ap
pellation fast Howat had no share in the con
demmatory aspect of the term but he realized thet
it had a htcral application  Their pace was fever
1sh and Mariana plamly showed its cffccts  Ifer
soice already noted as more mature had he was
sure hardened  She dabbled her hipy thickly with
a rouge sick  Mfamana  he smd querulously “T
wish voud stop thit puppet dance youre leading
1 wish vou would marrs ?

1tned to  she coolly replied * but you sposled
my voung dream of happiness *

#That sent true he assorted sharply per
turbed Anvthing that happened or didnt hap
pen was only the result of yourself of what von
arc T am extremely anxione to have you sctiled
and vour legs out of the Sunday papers  [—-1am
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opposed to your present emstence 1t’s gone on too
long I believe 1d rather see you oratmg on the
streets, ke Elza Provost And by thunder I
never thought I should come to that! Champagne
and those damnable syncopated tunes played by hys
terical miggers make = poor g He spoke 1
petuously unconscious of any reversal of previous
Judgments opimons

“You are so difficalt to please Howat she sad
weanly “you were aghast at the thought of my
marryng James and now you are complaming of
the natural alternative The truth 15 she added
brutally you are old fashioned you thmnk Iife
goes on just as it did when the Academy of Music
was the centre of your world And nothing 15 the
same  She rose and with a lighted cigarette and
half shat eyes fell mto a rhythmie step of sensuous
abandon  You see she remarked pausmg An
mereasing dread for her filled his heart He felt
 response to her challenge a sudden bewilderment
1 the world of to-day Things Howat Penny told
himself were marching to the denl  He said this
writably loud and she laughed Im gomg n by
an early tram  she proceeded Tie have left the
country Wil you stop for me on the thmrticth?
Early Howat so we can be sure of & good place

His helplessness ncluded the subject of her re
marks he would he reahzed be at James Polder s
wedding but he persisted mn his opmion A low
Prece of busmess® Howat declared When ;;lle had
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gone he feft that he had not penetrated her actual
attitude toward Polder s deflection He had not for
a moment got beneath her casual manner her hight
ness pretended or netual  He wished vehemently
that he were back agam 1 the past he comprehended
rutong the fammbar figures that had thronged the
notable dinner to Patts the women who had floated
so grocously through the poctry of departed
waltzes He got aut lus albums once more sero
tinszed through s polished glass the programmes of
evemngs famous m song But he went to bed 8
full two hours earlier than customary his feet post
tinedy dragged up the stars abote he sat strangely
cxhnusted  breathing heavily for, apparently ne
reason whataver

He retraced with Marsane, the course over the
broad asphalt wav into the north end of the ety
enrly on the evening of the thirheth  They found
the church easily by reason of a striped canvas tun
rel stretched out to the curb and a voung man with
lastered hair and a gardcnia led them, Varana on
his arm to a place on the centre aisle  The chureh
hud & lagh vave newly vaulted 1n maple and stamed
glase windows draped with smslax gansh in colour
agmnst elcetne hghts  Above the altar a great sile
minated cross mamtmned an unsteady fickerng
amd——1t was unseasonably cald — heating atiam
prpes gave oub an expanding eacket

The pows through the centre filled rapsdly  there
was a low excited chatter of voices and a sprealing
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tropical expanse of the dyed feathers and iridescent
folage of womens hats  An overpowering scent of
mingled perfumes rose and filled the interior  The
stramng of ap organ grew audible contesting with
the rattle of the steam pipes  Howat Penny was de-
tached critical  Marsana m a dull black satin
¥rap of mnumerable soft folds and wide panley col
32 shpping from a sheath like bodice of gleaming
cut siee] beading was silent mcurious  He turned
fo her 1o pomt out an extravagant figure but he
sad nothing  She was evidently 1 no mood for
the enjoyment of the ndiculous  This disturbed
him he hiad pot thought that she would be so — so
concerned  He suppressed an unpatient exclama
ton and returned to the serutiny of the culmnating
ceremony

Here was a sphere vastly larger than his own
© the haluts and prejudices of which he was
complete stranger Tt was as James Polder had
81— a5 1f one or the other spoke Pateagoman
He had no wish to acquire the language about him
& positine antagomsm to his surrounding possessed
b beyond reason He thought —how different
Mariana 15 from all this and was annoyed agamn at
her serious bearing  Then he was surprised by us
Presence there at all confound the mirl why ddn t
the play with her own kind!  Yet only the other day
the ghmpse she had given lum of her natural asso-
Cates had filled him with dread  His mind striving

t of Mariana s eustence
© encompass the problem ust
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fatled to overcome the walls bualt about him by time,
by habt  He gavestup The Jouder pealing of the
argan N diste desclopment
There was o stsr an the front of the church, 8
clergvman in white vestment advanced and at = sud
den murmurous interest a twishing of heads, the wed
ding, procession moved slonly up the anle The
ushers pmnstahingly adopting varsous lengths of
stride to the requirements of the organ, passed in
pairs  then followed an equal number of voung
wemen among whom he wstantly recogmzed the
handsome presence of hate Polder, i drooping blue
bonnets with prodipous pannurs of celuatial hued
stk earrying white <namcled shephierd s eroohs from
which depended loops of artificmal buttercups  In
open space ensied n the centre of wlich adsanced 2
chld mith starched wiute shirts springing out 1n &
Iney ahedd about spare bare hnees her pale yellow
hawr tied n an overshelmng blue how nnd holding
outstretched m a specses of ntense and quiverng
sgony & winte selvet cushion to which wore pnn
twxo gold wedding bands

After that Howat I enny thought the prospective
bride eould furnish only the dmimeded spectacle of
an anti chras  Led by the virgimal presence of Tsa
Ixlla Poller she floated formard i o foam of white
tulle and Jragging satin attached below her bare full
shoulders A flosting vesd pinned with & wreath of
orange blossoms mamfostls wax cavered the metal
lic goid of her harr  Her countenance was unper
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tarbed statuesque, and pmk As the sentumental
clamour of the organ died the steam pipes took up
"ith renewed vigour their utilitarian nose Why
don t they turn them off? Marsana exclamed m his
ear  Persopally he enjoyed such an accompanment
to what he designated as the performance

He cast the participants 1 their mevitable roles
~—the bnide as prima donna James Polder the
herowe tenor Mrs Corinne de Barry a thin, con
cerned figure 1 glt tenmng larender supported a la
Meating mezzo, the bulhy masculme figure at her
side with an imposing diamond on a hand Iike two
Bricks was beautifully busso —

His tram of thought was abruptly upset by James
Polder s familiar staccato utterance 'The precipt
tant young man! It stamped out all Howat Pen
1y s humorous condescension his sensitive ear was
conseions of a note almost of desperation He
avoided looking st Marana Damn at the thing
unexpectedly cut at hum lthe & kmfe  James Polder
sad, Twill ‘The clear studied tones of Harrmet
de Barry understudy to Vivian Blane were spoiled
by the crackling of steam Howat moved un astly
he had an absurd senmse of guilt he hated the whole
Proceeding  What was that Polder whose voice
Persisted so darhly n hns heanng ebout getting
himself into such & snarl? He recalled what the
Younger had said on Ins porch —* women with bet
ter hearts  He had implored hu, Howat Penny

% be more human  The memory too of the
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shaken tone of that request bothered lim  Now 1t
appeared that he might have been well, mare human
He compoased hunsclf, facing such sentimenta) 1y
sions nto a savege mdiffcrence to what remamed
of the ceremons  he ignored the passage of Polder
with Harnet Jolder on his arm  the relief of the
wispeabable eluld corrvimg the white vcliet cushion
no longer 1n the manner of o hot plate the umted
bridesmawds and ushers *Thank heaven thats
over!” he ryaculated 1 the deeply comfortable
space of the Jnnnans motor laundalet ‘But it
st Manans sud briefly  She sat mlent with
her head turned from him through the remamnder of
the short drie about Ruttenhouse Square Thea
shie went abruptly to her room
Charlotte Jannan and hor oldest cluld  Sophie
Lewts, were abote 1n the hvang room  The former
was hwdsome m o rigd wav  her countenance
squarely and harshhy formed with groy bur exactly
wased amd pinned had an expression of cold firm
ress her vowce vas asscrtive and final - Saplie ape
parenthy mmdway 1n appearance betneen hangs{rere
and VManana was gracefulls proportioned and gave
an inpression of tHusine beauts by menns of & ms
tery of vels such as were caughit up on hier hat nost
They were discussing be discosered the family
Its an outrsge Ilowat Charlotte told Jum
“vou never marned and that the name will go
Heres Manana at twenty scven ahnost and poth

sog o sight snd Soplue flatly sefases after onl?
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‘one to have another child I wish now Id had a
dozen It 1s really the duty of the proper people
And Elza Provost wont hear of a man' I tell
Sophie 1t 5 their own fault when they complam about
society to day Its the fault of this chanty work
and athleties too both extremely leveling Hun
dreds of women wind banda,es or go to the hunt
races and gabble about votes for no reason under
heaven but superior associates
Howat will feelingly curse the present with you

Sophie sard msing I must go  Borrow the mo
tor 1f you dont mind I saw m the paper a Polder
%os marred  Howat Penny ht a cigarette ad
mirably stolid A mame I never repeat Char
lotte Jannan sasd when her daughter had left He
heard agam the ccho of James Polder » 1ntense
voce T will  Something of his dishe for him
he discovered had evaporated Howat thought of
Manana m her room— alone with what feelmgs?
He realized that Charlotte would nover have forgvn
Rer for any excursion mn that direction He him clf
had been was entirelv opposed to such a connec
tion  However he could now dismiss it mto the
Past that he'd a multitude of similarly futile 1magin
ll’lgﬁ

Charlotte he inferred had no elashicity 1t was &
quality the absence of which he had not before noted
She was a hittle narrow 1 her complacency Her
Ppatent satisfaction m Sophe was 2 shade too —100
worldly Sam Lewis was of course lrreprusasc:mbly
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mtnated but he was at the same time thick witted
an mdelent appendage for s name  Suddenly be
felt pognantly sorry for \arana 1w a way she
scemed to have been trapped by hfe  Jomes Polder
resembled her in that he had been caught 1 an vgly
net of aircumstance A great deal had been upset
mnce his day when the boves and mt had beea so
convemently separated old boundaries no longer
defined Iimted their content social demareations
were bemng obhiterated by a growing disaffection It
was very unfortunate, for as he was sceing unhap

puess ensued It wax bound to  An irmtability
serzed Ium at bemg dragged nto such useless con

Jecturing inte at hus age, confusing compheations

and he greeted with relief the long low {ront of s
dwelling at Shadrrch its old gres stone a sceming
outeropping of the old green turf, the aged sur

rounding trees
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ARIANA however followed him almost 1m
mediately  She stood before um 1 an
formal belted black wool sweater a ndieu

lously adequate shirt and the sold shoes he
detested on women  But he soon forgot her garb

Howat  she told im I have mede a cow
ardly and terrible mmstake T was meant to marry
Jimmy and I didnt Perhaps I bave rumed Ius
bfe Mine will be nothing without him They
Fere m the middle room and a fire of hickory was
burmng 1 the panclled hearth She dropped on a
chair and sat gaung into the singing flames  Here
s all to do over he thought with a feeling of wear:
Bess . He may get along very well with his Har
net? he remarhed resentful of his dissipated con
tentment

You know he wont sh repled sharply ~ He
loves me and T love him Howat I mever knew
how much or how little anything else mattered until
Twas 1n my room after s wedding It wasnt a
weddmg Teally she declared All that doesnt
make one Hell find 1t out too Jimmy will be
desperate and I'm afraid he will drink harder He
Yol me they were getting frightfully Stnc;s;bo“t
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that at the YWorks And theres that rcorganiza
tion 1t mill embitter lum of he snt made supenin
tendent He bas worhed splendidly for 3t That
woman he —he went off with 1s a squash’® she smd
vindietnely ¢ She will be in bed when he goes away
in the morming and 1n erope de Cline neghigee when
he gets back  Perbaps it wont Jast’® she added
thoughtfally

The sense of future security generated in Howat
Tenny by the marnnge abruptly departed e fum
bled with hus glass dirceted it at Mariana ¢ What
da you mean by that? he demanded 1 would go
to him lihe & shot, if he needed me ? she coolly re
turned  The dreadful part of 1t was that be was
sure she would Nonsense  he asscrted hiding hus
concern * there will be no fence chmbing’ Al
this came from the letting down of comcrsational
bars the confounded boeks he found about on tabls
Words like everything else had lost there meanngy
In tus dayv a bid woman was bad, a goed hhewise
good but the Tord couldnt tell them apart now
It was the daneing too  Might as well be marnied
1o a man he thought

Manians was haggard the pamt on her fsec
cruddv—paint  He saw that there were tears i
her eves and he turn~d awav confuad rose  The
slot 0 s cigarctte box refused to open and he
shook 1t violently then put it back with & clatter

Tell Rudolph you re here  he saud disgomntedly
and muerable Jeft the room Dressing he stood
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2t 2 window the west held a narrow strip of erim
son light under a windy mass of cloud The rum of
Shadrach Furnace was sombre Veithm the room
a3 almost bare There was a large lugh posted
bed without drapings a vermilion lacquered table
dark with age supporting a glass lamp at 1ts sidc
8 set of drawers with old brass handles & pair of
S0 Adam chawrs with wheel backs and 2 modcrn
mahogany dressing case varously and convemently
dinded a clcar mirror 1n the door
The day failed rapidly and he it & pair of small
lamps on’the sot of drawers The sun sank i no
ttme at all  Marians crymng  The girl ought to
80 to her mother and not come out to him an old
man with her intimate troubles A name I never
Tepeat  Charlotte had said That was just lihe
et Small sympathy there and no more under
standing  He knotted his tie hurredly askew and
Bathered the ends once more It tired him a hitle
to dress m the evening often he longed to stay re
fated pondering until Rudolph calldd him to din
fer  But cverv dav somethmng automatic tyran
meal dragged him up to his room encased him
tigd hnen formal blach Vlamana agamst the
fireplace ate histlessly and later he beat her with
thameful case at smff
You cant do that he pomnted out with asper
ity shen she thoughtlessly joined unequal numbers
Why not? she asked She must be addled

Its agamst the rule  Marana smd  I'm tired
811
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of rules > She nlwavs had put away the dommot
but to-mght she tgnored them, and he returncd &
pieces to their morocca ease  She relapsed nto s
lence and & chair and he sat with gaze fixed on 8
tichory i the fireplace, burning to impalpable wh
ash

What n procession of logs had been there reduce
ta dust warmung gencrations of men now cold I}
thought of all those lapscd winters and Ines soothe
i the clamour of living seemed to retreat to lens
lum an & grey tranquilty  His head sank forwar
and his anrrow dark hands rested 1 absolute smme
fulity on the arms of lus charr  He roused sudden)
to discover that Mariana had gone up and the
there were only some fitful rosy embers of fire Jef
In November 1t had been lus custom to go nto tow
for the winter and 1t wan time for lum to make suc
arrangement but all at once he was overshelr
sngly reluctant to facc the change, the stir, of mos
tag  The ity scemed sntolernbly nowsy appressist
the thought of the hureving wdifferent erowds d
concerted him At Shadrach 1t was quiet fambm
specsotis He lad hsd enough of excursons
strange faces problems He wauld speah ke
Rudolph  Stay
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HE countryside 1t appeared to Howat
Fenny flamed with autumn and faded n &
day  Throughout the mght he heard the
n3p shding of dead leaves over the roof the lash
of the wind swung unpotently about the rectangular
stone block of hys dwelling At the closing of shut
ters the December gales only penetrated to him m
® thn distant complamt The burnmg hichory
curtained the middle room with a ruddy warmth
It was g period of extreme peace he slept for long
hours yp o deep chair or sat lost 1 a simulation of
sleep hvng agam mn the past The present was
increasmgly mmmatersal uniuportant old contro
Yersies oceupied him long smce stilled and among
the memories of opera of Eemes as a splendid grl
forgotten roles were other vaguer associations mm
Pressions which scemed to hnger from actual hap
Penings  but persistently evaded defimtion At
times s eyes closed the glow of Ius fireplace burned
Botter more lund and was filled with famtly clam
orous sounds at times there was woven through s
half wakefyl dreammg a monotonous beat
such as the fall of a hammer He saw too strange

and yet familiar faces—a girl 1 stk like an ex
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travagant tea rose & countenance scamed and ghs
teming with pam floated m shadow and then an
other moched and moched lim  Once he heard the
drumming of ram close above and the slfusion was
so strang that he made his way to the door a blsck
vord was ghstening with cold and relentless stars
Now he was standing by a darh burrying river

nothing else was usible and yet he was thrilled by
a sense of utter rapture

He developed o feching of the umpermanence of ife
Ius hold upon 1t no stronger than the tenuous cord
of a bafloon strmning unpatiently in great unknown
currents  The future lost all significance reahly
there were only memories the wista belund was long
and clear but the door to to morrow was shut
Lookimg into s mirror the reflection was far re
maved 1t was hollow-cheeked and sifsered unfamil
wr  He half expected to see a different face not
fess lean but moare arcagant with o sharpls defined
chin The actaal blurred sisage accorded sll with
Iis tramns of thought 1t was aut of place among the
troops of gala vouth

A wired Ictter o customarvy present of cigaretles
came from Marann on Christmas mits {rom Char
lotte amd Bundv Provost There was champagne
at Ins place for dinner and he sealed crisp money
i envelope nscribod Nudolph Hondaras and the
names of the ook and mad  He dranh the wre
solemnly  the vcions were gane and he sax Tumself
as an ol man hngering out of huy lme alon”
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There was however hittle sentimental melancholy m
the reslization  he held an upright pride the mex
tngwshable accent of o black Penny His disdamn
for the commonality of life still dictated hus preju
dices He informed Rudolph agam that the pres
@t opera was without song and agamn Rudolph
gravely echoed the faith that melody was the heart
of music

The winds grew even higher shriller the falls of
#os vamshed before drenching brown rams and
the afternoons perceptibly lengthened There was
arbutus on the slopes robins before he recogmzed
that Apnil was phshd A farmer ploughed
the vegetable garden bebmd the house and Hon
duras dragged the cedar bean poles from their rest
g place  Mariana soon appearcd

I wouldn t muss the sprmng at Shadrach for a

mundred years of hibi cus  she told him  He gath
ered that she had heen south She brought him
great pleasure beat im with apnoying frequency
at smf and was more compamonable than ever be
fore She had he thought forgot Jsmes Polder
and he was careful to avoid the least reference to the
latter Marana was a sensible gurl birth once
more had told

She was better lookng than he had remembered
er more tranquil a distingul hed woman Tt was
Incredible that a man epproumately her equal had
not appeared Then without warning -~ they were
seated on the porch gazng through the tend;:sgreen
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folinge of the willow at the viud young wheat beyond
-~ she said

¢ Howat I am certan that things are gomng badly
with Junmy  He wrote to me willingly 1 the win
ter but twice since then he hasn t answered  letter

He suppressed a sharp recurrent concern  “It's
that Harret > he told her capitally diffident
¢ You are stupid to heepat up  What chance would
be have had answering her letters marricd to you?!

“Tius 1s different, she repled confidently He
saw that he had been wrong—nothing had
changed, lessened  Yowat swore silently  That
damnable episade aught well spol her entire evist
ence  But he wisely avoided argument comment
A warm current of air fragrant with apple blovsoms,
caught the rbbon lihe smobe of lus eigarette and
dissspated 1t She snuled with half-closed eyes at
the new flawering of carth  Her expression gre™
serious, firm I thimk we d better go out to Har
rsburg  she r marked elaboratelv casual ¢ and sce
Jimms for ourselies ?

He protested vchemently but ~— from experience
m that quarter——with a conviction of fulibty
¢ She Il laugh at you™ he told Mariana  *Havent
vou any proper pride?  She shook her head
“Not & scrap  Its just that quahtv sn Jim that
amnoyed me and spoided evervthing  1d ook fof
them af 1t would do anv goad ™ Irritation masteral
him  Thu ev shameful Mlarana he declared
‘ Dont your postion, your antecedints stand for
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saything? If I had Jasper Penny here I would tell
him what I thought of his confounded behaviour!
:{ekrose and walked the length of the porch and
ad]

“The first part of next weeh? ’ she quered I
wont go & mule he stated m sheer bravade
Then said Marana I must do 1t alone  He
muttered a period 1 which the term hussv nas solely
andible Which of us® she ashed calmly
“Actually he exploded I feel sorry for that
Harriet ~ X sympathize with her  She got the pre-
cous James fair enough and the decent thing for
you1s to heep away

But I'm not decent exther Marana continued

If you could know what 1s m my head you'd recog
nize that I scem to have no good gualties I
dont want them Howat her voice mtensified I
want Jim

He was completely silenced by this desire persist
g 1n spite of every established obstacle It sum
moned an increasing response at the core of hi
bemng  Such an attitnde was more remotely his
o¥n but 1n ham 1t had been purely negatiwe an mh
bition rather than a challenge he had Lept out of
hfe instead of nctively defyng it In him the fam
Ay 1heritance of blackness was subsiding with the
Test

Howat mamtamed until the moment of their de-
Parture hus protest his perverse communty with
Harnet Polder ~ You'll find a happy ho;s:] he
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predicted  and come home bike a fool I hope you
do It ought to help make you more reasonable
She will tell Jsmes to grve you a comfortable chur
snd apologize for not ashing you to dinner  She
gazed through the car wndow without replying
He realzed that he had neser seen Marsna mare
beconungly  dressod — she ware & rough mber
colourcd sut with a short Jacket a pale green stran
hat bhe the new willow leases across the Huencss of
her eves gnd an maumerebly ruffled and flovaced
waist of thumest batiste A square deep emerald
hun,, from & platmum cham about her neck and a
hand strpped of 1ts thick white glove shawed an
appressite prismatic glitter of diamonds

The marning was filled with dense lon grey cloud
undir whieh the rver on ther Jeft flowed without «
glunmer of brightness  Howat was awnre of an
creas ng sulphuvous pal}l and suddinly the tram was
prssing an apparently (pdloss confusion of great
corrugnted sron sheds rows of towering smoluing
atacks cnormous blach ey linders systems of tracks
over which shrilling Jocomotrves hauled carjoads of
brokon shag or buinped strings of trucks with reck
fesy energy ay apd out of the grsmy inferiors  The
erposcnng magmtude of the steed works—
Howat §cnne necded NO Assurance of its purpose ~
exceeded eviry preconceplion

Shat betwees, the ryver and an sbrupt hiflude
where acattered dwellings and sparse trees and
ground were conted witly o soft monotony of rese
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brown dust the mulls were Jumbled i mle-long per
Spectnes  Above the immediate nowse of the tram
be could hear the sullen blended roar of an nfinty
of strident sounds — the screammng of whistles a
choked drumming thunder rushing blasts of air the
shattering mpact of steel rals raw steam and a
multrtudinous clangour of metal and jolting wheels
and conneetive power He passed rusting mountams
straddled by gant gantmes the towermg hits of
mammoth cranes banks of chalk white stone dizzy
super structures mounted by spastodic ships

As the tram proceeded with scarcely abated speed
#nd the vast operation continued without a break
mill on mll file after file of stacks Howat Penny s
Senses were crushed by the spectacle of such credi
ble Iabour Suddenly a column of fire deep orange
Lt the core raying through paler yellow to a palp
tatmg white bnlliancy shot up through the torn va
Pours the massed and shuddermg smoke to the
tlouds and was sharply withdrawn 1 @ coppery
Smother pierced by a rapid lance hike thrust of steel
loe flame

These stupendous miles were to-day the furnaces
and forges that Gilbert Penny had built and oper
ated i the pastoral clearings of the Province
Howat recalled the single dumnutive shed of Myrtle
orge the slender stream the wheel 1ts sole power
the sohitary stack of Shadrach Furnace recreated 1n
his vision opposed 1ts nsigmificant bulk agamst the

Wing greenery of overwhelming forests I;:;v the
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forests were gone obliterated by the mdls that had
&rown out of Gilbert 5 energy and determmation hus
pioneer courage  Hm spirt the domtable will of
& handful of men & smal wolated colony had swept
forsara m a resistless tide multiplying vention
smprovement with success unhif asx Howat had seen
their flares reached to the clouds ther andustry
spread i tron citiey James Polder had o part m
this  Here under the ringing walls of the steel mulle
he got a fresh comprehension of the bitter yestless
strihty of the 3ounger man

Qut of the station Manana furmshed the drsver of
a public mator with James Polder s nddress and
they teisted through congested streets past the
domed Capito} risng from antense green sod flanked
by mnolved groups of sculpture to o quieter reach
Iyiag parallel with the river They discovered I of
der s house OCCUPVINg & corner one of m short row
of yellow brick with o serap of lawn bound by a low
wall and a porch continuous gerpss the face of the
dwellings

The door opened nfter o long mterval and s
wowan with bare arms and g zpotted kitchen apron
admitted them to an tnterior faintly permeated with
the odours of coohing  ‘There were rediy varmshed
churs upright prane o heastly framed snccharine
Point of loves and o flashed sleeping dnanity @

g on needles one of which was broken glasses
with dregs of beer o photograph 1 a tarmushed sil
®o
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:}: :}’;me of Harret de Barry Polder with undraped
19 and an exploited dimple and & copy of
at&d‘"‘““‘ Journal A fretful shrill barking rose
;‘;1:“: heels and Howat Penny swung hus stick at a
y vine silky white dog with matted, pmhish eyes,
Obsessed by an 1mpotent fury
" {?:I ’mdolent voice dnfted from sbove ¢ Ches
W And a low masculine protest was audible
enans  Jannans face was ipscrutable The
‘;nman continued andibly ¢ How can I~ like this?
Jou wil have to sce what it 15 A moment later
ases Yolder drawmg on & coat descended the
stars  He saw Mariana at once and stood arrested
¥ith one foot on the floor and & hand clutching the
el A sudden pallor mvaded hrs countenance and
Howat turned away mspectmg the print  But he
could not close s heanng to the suppressed eager
Tess, the stammering joy of Polder s surprise
‘And you too he sad to the elder with a
Crushing gnp  Howat immediately recogmzed that
the other was marked by an obvious il health his
€yes Were hung with shadows like smudges of the iron
dust and s palm was hot and wet Harret  he
ealled up the stair  heres Mss Jannan and Mr
Howat Penny to seeus A complete silence above
then g sharp rustle repled to his announcement
Harriet will be mght down  be continued  fixing
herself up a httle first Have trouble finding us?
Second Street 1s high for a foreman ‘but we re mov
mg out aganst the future ot
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The dog mamntamed a stnidulous barhing and
James Polder carried her 1n an ecsatsy of sparlng
ill temper out Cherctte doesn’t appreciate call
ers he stated with an expresaion that contra
dicted the mildness of Jus woras  His gaze, Howat
thought rested on Manana with the intensity of &
fanatic Arab at the apparition of Mohammed  And
“Manana smiled back with a penetrating comprchen
sion and sympathy The procceding made Howat
Penny extremely uncomfortable 1t was— was bare-
faced He hoped desperately that something more
appropriately easual would meet the appearance of
Harnet  VManana said

You havent been well  Polder rephied that 1
was nothing ‘I get a mght shift  he cxplamned
and Ive never learncd to sleep through the day
Were working under unusual pressure oo by
man contracts success  He smuled without gatety

You didn t answer my letter’ the outrageous Ma
rann proceeded  Howat withered mentally at her
cool daring and Polder now flushed avorded her
gaze  The necessity of answer was brdged by the
descent of hus wife  Ifer face as always brghtly
coloured was framed m an instinctively effective
twist of gold hair and she wore an claborately
braided winte cloth skirt a magenta georgette
ercpe want with a deep hoyish collar, deawn tightly
across her full soft body

Tntat fierce  she demanded cheerfully  with
Jim ont as many mghts as hes 1n bed?  She pro”
22



THE METAL

duced a pasteboard package of popular cigarettes
and offered them to Howat Penny and Mariana
Sorry I cant smohe any others, she explained
I!tnl\mg a match 1 heard you saymg he doesnt
ook right she addressed Manana ¢ And1ts cer
tamly the truth. Vv ho would with what he does? I
tell Tam our life 15 all brohe up  One might stands
used to get me but they re a metropohtan run com
pared with this Honest to God’ she told them
goed paturedly Ive threatened to leave hm al
ready 1d rather sec hum a property man with me
on the road
R It must be a bttle wearmg Mariana agreed
but then you know your husband 1s & stecl man
ThisshusLfe  Howat Penny could see the cordial
ity cbbimg from the other womans countenance
Posiively Mamana ought to be I can get
that Harriet Pold r mformed her Ve are only
hanging on till Jims made supermtendent Then
well be regular mhabitants Any other small
thing? At the sharpening note of her voice James
Polder hurriedly proceeded with general facts
Youll want to see the Works as much as I can
show you Hardly any of the public are let through
now It will interest you SIT o see what the Penny
tron trade has become I can take you down this
afternoon  Harret will find us some funch  The
latter moved n & seRSUOUS deliberation folloned by
a thin acidulous trail of smoke 1nto inner rooms

When do you have to go bach? Polder ashed
353
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This esening ? Howat told lim “ we just stopped

to
To see how you were  Varana interrupted him

baldly studying the vounger man with a concerned
frown  * You ought to rest you know’ she decided

That a possible ? he returned ¢ I thought of ask
mg for a couple of weeks I hurried back right after
I was married  They are commg tome  She emg
matically regarded Howat Penny  he saw that she
was about to speak mmpetuously but to his great
relief she stopped ¢ It s been pretty hard on Har
rict? he sard mstead  * After the stage and audi
ences and all that  Mariana 8 expression was cold
Confound her why didnt she help the fellow!
Iowat Pennv fidgeted with his stick  VWhat a stew
Polder had gotten hmself into Tlus was worse,
even than the marnage threatened

Tunch was a spasmodic affasr of cutlets hardemng
m grease blue boiled potatoes sandy spinach and
blanched ragged bread  There was more beer but
Tim Ins wife procecded hiked whishey nnd water with
s meals  The former glanced uneasily at Mariana
tranquilly cutting up her cutlet  The diamonds on
her narrow delicate hand flashed the emerald at her
throat was superb  Therr surroundings were doubly
depresmng contrasted with her fastidious dress and
person Before her  composure  Harriet Tolder
scemed over florid a woman of tnte phrasce com
monplace theatrieal attitudes and emohions A
Iuoch progressed the latter relapsed into a sulky m

xSt
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lence she glanced surreptitiously at Maranas ap
parel and consumed cigarettes with a straimng as
sumption of easy mdifference

Howat 1 enny was acutely uncomfortable and
Palder scowled at hus plate  The wliskey and water
shook un a tense unsteady hand He rose from
the table with a violent relief He proposed almost
immediately that they go over to the Works and
Mariana turned pleasantly to bis wife.  Shall you
getahat?  The other hesitated then asserted de
fiantly I ve always smid I wouldnt go mto that
rackety place and I wontmow Its bad enough to
have 1t tramped back over things  Marana ex
tended a hand Then good bye she proceeded

I thinl we wont get bach here Were tremen
dously obliged for the lunch It has been interesting
to see where Jim lives Harrnet Polder s cheehs
were darker than pink as they moved out to the side-
walk Jun  she called with an unmstakably pro
prietary sounding of the famihar dimmution  don t
forget vy cigarettes and a half pound of hver for
Cherette
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AMES POLDLR conducted them to the river
J sneeping anay i a wide curve beneath solid
grey stone brudges mto a region of towenng
hills  They turned to the left and walking on 8
high embankment passed blocks of individually pre-
tentious dnellings edifices of earved gramte alter
nating, with the sunpler brich faces of an older
perrod A narrow  wihitely dusty sweep of green
park was followed by a speedy degencration of the
riverside the houses shrunk to rows of wood marhed
by the grime of stecl mills  Soon after they reached
a forbidding fence and passung & watchman s mspec
tion entered into a clamorous regon of sheds trachs
and confusing lovels such as Ilowat Penny had siewed
from the tran
I an the open hearth? Polder told them lead
mg the way oser o narrow boardwalk still shirting
the broad expanse of the river Its a process
really but the who'e mill 1s callcd aftcr st Wemake
ste | from iron scrap thats our specuslty i the
VMedinl Worls and our stuff's as good as the best
The Lizger concerns mostly use pig Turn an here
They were facing, the towering end of an 1ron shed
and mounted a steep ascent to gan the upper 0
trance The multiplication of noises beat 1n an it
e
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creasing volume about Howat Yenny Below him 2
locomotive screcched with a freight of slag beyond
¥%as a heap of massive, broken moulds and & tramn
of small frucks held empty 1ron boxes beside an
epormous bank of iron scrap dommated by a huge
erane swinging a creular magnet that dispassion
ately prched up ton loads and bore them to the
waiting cars

Inside he gazed through a long wista under roof
lost mn tenebrious shadow On one side were ranged
the furnace a contimuous bank of brick bound m
on esch furnace with five doors closed with black
shides 1n which a round opemmg emitted an mtoler
able dazzling white glare. But few men Howat
thought were visible an proportion to the magnitude
of the work delihcrately cngaged with leather
tields hanging from their wrists and blue spectacles
Pushed up on thar grimy brows

A crane advanced with the shrill racket of an elec
tric gong 1ts operator caged m idumr and hored
lean grappling chams swinging A grmding truck
filling the width of floor mwoved forward to where
Howat stood It was Dolder told hun the charging
machime  An ron beam projected opposite the fur
nace doors and 1t was Jocked mto one of the charg
mg boxes filled with scrap metal standing on th
rails agamst the furnaces A man behind hm
dragged forward a lever the slde which covered a
door rose ponderou Iy on a bundmg 1ncandescent

core and the beam thrust forward 1nto the blaze
357
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turmng round and round 1n the emptying of the box
It was withdrawn the shide dropped and the machine
retreated 1ts complex movements controlled by &
single engineer at crachhing switches where the power
leaped 1n pomnts of light hike violets.

At another furnace an opened door, where the heat
poured out in a constricting blast, workmen were
shovelling 1 powdery white stone moving up with
their heads averted and quickly retreating with
shielding arms That s dolomte® James Polder s
evplanations went rapidly forward. ¢They are
banking up the furnace The other 1 the bms 1s
ferro manganese” He procured a pair of specta
cles and with a protected gaze Howat locked into
a furnace an appalling space of apparently bub-
bling milk over which plaved sheets of igmited gases
The skin on s forchead shrivelled hike scorching
paper

I particularly wanted you to sce o heat tapped
Polder told Vanana And thet’re making a test
at number four  Thev followed Inm to where
small Iadle of metal had been dipped out of a furnace
It was poured, with a red gold shoner of sparhs mnto
& mould then dropped in a trough of water The
mimature ingot broken under the wide sweep of &
sledge was examined by & fean grizzled workman—
“ the melter ' — who nodded Ve must get back
of the furnace  Tolder continued 1ndicating r nar
row opemung between brick walle through the un
stopped chinka of which srethed the sconifying blaze.
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Howat Penny stood at a railing lookmg down into
an apparent confusion of slag and cars pits and
gigantic ladles and upright moulds set upon arcalar
bases A crane rumbled forward grappled a hun
dred ton ladle, a fabulous won pot and petulantly
deposited 1t under a channel extending out from the
base of the furnace where they had been stationed
A workman steadied mself below their level and
picked with a long iron bar at a plugged opeming
It was James Polder went on the most dangerous
moment of the process— sometimes the furnace
blows out  The labour of tappmng was prolonged
until Howat was conscious of an oppress ve tension
Workmen had gathered waiting 10 the pit.  More
appeared along the railing above This was he felt
the supreme the dramatic height of steel makig
The men suddenly seemed puny msigmficant before
the stupendous volcanic energy they had evohed
The tapping stopped  Polder commenced
be rammed out from the front—

A stunnmg white flare filled the far Toof with a
dazzling allumimation and 1 a dull explosion 2
terrific blowing of heat 2 cataract of hqud steel
burst out through lambent orange and blue flames
Tt poured searmng the sision 1nto the ladle over
which rosy clouds accumulated m 2 bank dnfting
through the great space of the shed Nothmg
Howat thonght could contain control the appall
ing expansion the furtous volume of seething white
metal He was obliged to turn away blinded bv
359
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sheets of pl tary green h g before hus
eyes

The uproar submided the flooding steel became
bluer a sohd stream curving into the black depths of
the ladle  Vapours of green and sulphur and hlac
shivered into the denser ruby smoke and rising silver
spray  Polder called & warning into \anana’s ear,
they drew back as a lump of coal was heaved up from
the prt mto the ladle A dull vermihon blaze fol
lowed and Howat Penny partly heard an explana
tion — reearburizing”  He could now see the steel
bubbling up to the rm of the contammer Men
Polder said shortly, had fallen 1n Utterly un
thinhable  With a sudorsfic heat that drove them
still farther back the slag boiling on the steel flowed
i a gold cascade over a great hp into a second
receptacle below  That was soon filled and gor
grous streams and pools widened across the rnen
ground  The steel ttsclf escaped 1n a milky incan
descence A wild heat  James Polder told them
pleased  *The bottom of a furnace may drop
out I was alinost caught 1 the pit at Cambria
The crane chams swung forward piched up the ladle
of molten metal and shifted 1t through the mr to &
rosition over a circular group of moulds There &
salve opened the steel poured into a central pipe

Dottom filled  Polder concluded assisting Mar
ana over the precarious flooning ¢ the metal rises
mto the ingot forms

They d ded agmin by the blackened brick box
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Dike office of the superintendent to the level of the
pit retraced the way over the boardwalh They
Passed a cavernous mtertor filled with 2 continuous
crashing where a great sheet of flushing steel was
propelled over a system of rollers through a black
drpping compression I can tahe you to the Sen
ate  James Polder told them once more outside  or
gl:bEngmeers Society  Dinner will be ready at the

He conducted them mto the serious imnterior of
a large solidly constructed dwellmg that had been
transformed mto a club The dimng room was al
ready filling but they secured a small table agamnst
the wall  Across the floor ten or twelve men were
gathered 1 a crrcle  Some Howat thought were
surprisingly young for the evident authority 1n ther
manner pronouncements others were grey weather
worn men with mmohile faces often lost 1n the md
dle of a gay period 1n a sudden gravity of thought
silent calealation He saw the smooth deft hand
of draughtsmen and scar1 d powerful hands that
ke James Polder s had laboured through appren
ticeship 1n pit and m:ll shop

He recogmzed that Polder was more drawn than
he had first observed He was sapped by the erush
ing entity of the steel works the enormous heat and
energy and stramm of the open hearth If the
younger did not lay off he would unquestionably
break  Nevertheless Howat was totally unprepared
for the amazing suggestion queetly advanced by
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Manana  “Jimmy » she sard “ couldn t you come
to Shadrach for those two weeks? Youd find the
quict there wonderful And any doctor will aduse
vou to leave your family for a proper rest  I'm cer
“amn Howat would be as nice as possible ?

A sudden patent longing leaped to James Polder s
countenance  Actually he stuttered with a surprised
dehight Damnit there was nothing for im Howat,
to do but stare ike a helpless idiot  He ought to sav
something second Manana's impudent invitation at
once  She ignored him gazng intently at the
younger man e too meeting Manana s eyes had
apparently totally forgot the unimportant presence
of Howat Penny  And he had been married to his
Harnet for @ scant half year! Howat Penny
thought mechamenlly of the Polders depressing
house the odours of old cooking and cheap ciga
rettes the fevenish yapping of the mlky anmnl Che-
rette with matted pinkaish eyes  The precipitant,
prideful young fool' Why hadn t he held onto the
merest memory  the most distant chance in the world
of Marana rather than fling himself his sngured
self optnion nto this stew?

Dont say it cant be managed  she persisted
‘Amvtling may It s absolutely necessary jou can
Ret 2 proseription — two weeks of green walley and
robins and country eggs  Iowat will take vour
money from you at penny sniff and 11— 11 come
out for dinner

“Harret thought of going back to the family

m
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be replied  but 1t mght — he turned at last to
Howat Penny Would you have me? he ashed
directly What 1n thunder chorce of reply did he
have? Howat couldn t pomt out the shamelessness
of such an arrangement Harriet 1t seemed was
not to be considered Just as 1f she were a merely dis
interested connection  He 13sued 2 belated period te
the effect that Shadrach was spacious and Rudolph
a capable attendant It was he saw sufficient
We can write’ sad Marana  She endeavoured
;u caress Howat s hand but he mdignantly frustrated
eT
111 have to get back to the hearth  James Polder
announced regretfully ¢Its been wonderful  he
told Mariana Jannan Howat scraped hus chair at
the baldness of Polder s pleasure Your work s
tremendous Jim  she replied  the only stirmng
thing T have ever known m a partrcalarly siliv world
But you mustn t Jet 1t run you too into steel rails
President Polder she smiled brilhantly at hum
Why not? queried James the sangune at once
defiant haggard and mtense
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HE following day Howat Penny was both
weary and rritable  VManana declared
remorscfully that she had sclfishly dragged

lim away from Shadrach and proposed countless
trivint amends which he frctfully bloched He had
no intention of affording her such a ready escape
from n scnse hie hoped of error and responsibibity
Bifore dmner however, he found himself walking
with her over the deep green sod that reached to
the public road below A moch orange hedge en
closed hus lawn bounding the cross roads the upper
course leading to Myrtle Torge nnd bevond they
passed on the left the collapsed stonc walls and
fallen shingles of what evidently had been a small
blacksmuth s shed Y arther along they came to the
sturdy shell of an old single-room buslding erected
pershaps when Shadrach Furnace was nes  with
weeds chimbing through the rotten floor and a frag-
ment of steps rang to the mouldering, peak of 2
loft etill chinging to a wall

Vithout defimte purpose they turned from the
public way nto an overgrown path bnked with
matted blackberry bushes and were soon facing the

remains of the Turnace It had been soldly con
ra
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structed of unmasoned stome bound by iron rods
and 1ts bulk was largely unaffected by time The
hearth had fallen in chohed by luxuriant greenery
but the blank sides mounted to meet the walled path
reaching out to 1ts top from the abrupt hill agamst
which 1t had been placed Before 1t foundations
could still be traced and above a rectangle of wm
dowless stone walls survived roofless and desolate
An abandoned road turned up the hill and thev fol
lowed 1t to where they could gaze mto the upper
rum and the Furnace top below Eserywhere na
ture had marked or twisted aside cut stone and wood
with 1ts hving greenery Farther down a pathlike
level followed the side of the hill ending abruptly
m & walled fall and a confusion of broken beams
won braces and section of a large wheel hke er
cumfercnce  Qut beyond were other crumbling re-
mams of old activity —a stone span across the
dried course of a water way and a wide banh show
mg through a hardy vegetation the grey brown
equalities of slag

The stillness brohen only by the querulous mel
ody of a robm and a begmning famt pping of
frogs was amazingly profound after the roaring
energy of the Mledial Works The decay of Shad
rach Furnace showed ab olute agnmnst the erashing
miles of mdustry on the broad river A breath of
honeysuckle hfted to Howat Penny the skv was
Primrose  ‘Manana moved closer to him and took

his arm  They smd nothing
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A warm hight was spilling across the darhemng
grass from the lower windows of s dwellng blur
ring m a dusk under the high leafage of aged ma
ples  The white roses were alteady m bud on the
vine chmbing the lattices at his door, and Mamnana
fixed one mn his buttonhole ¢ Howat she smd
1t 1sn t as if you were domng 1t just for Jim but
for a man any man really sick Il not even ask
you to think of 1t for me He can sit on the porch
and comverse with your owls and poke sbout over
the hills

Howat considered the advisabibty of attempting
to extract a promise from her that she would stay
away from Shadrach if James Polder was there
He considered it —very momentanly The posst
bihity he asserted to limself was without any allev)
ating circumstance  What 1n heasen s name would
Charlotte think 1f as 1t well mght the knowledge
came to her that Mariana and a 1 older — that name
she never repeated — a marned Polder without his
wife were pokng over the hulls together at Shad
rach? She would have him Howat exammed for
lunaey  Manana demanded too much He told
her this with the dessert

¢ Its only the commonest charty® she repented
Her attnck rapidly veered “Iowat' she asked
“do vou reallv dislike Jimmv?  Certamly he as
serted he — he disapproved of him altogether
A headstrong voung donkes who had made a shock
g mess of s hfe  He would have to make the best
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;fu bad affmr for which no one was to blame but
) d:n;sdf “It 13 terrific  she agreed almost cheer
¥ y and he had & vague sense of having somehow
;‘h ivered himself 1oto her hands ~ Perbaps some-

tng can still be done she said frowming mcreas
g the dangers of s position  He managed bv a
stabborn slence to chech further conversation m
that direction hoping vamly that James Polder
couldn t come that Harriet sensibly would wsist
on his accompanymng her or that Byron would sol
emnly miersene

Mariana later displaying a letter dispelled lus
"isles It s been arranged quite easily she told
i Harriet will go home 1Xd like to be here
when be arrives but I cant Youll be 2 dear
Howat wont you? she begged Im certam
James will give you no trouble And do send him
to bed early™ At this he grew sstineal and she
laughed m an unaccustomed nervous msnmer that
upset him surprsmgly  Honduras drove her to the
station the next mormng and three days later de-
Posited James Polder on the worn stone threshold
under the climbing rose

Aftor dunner the younger man faced lum squarely
across the apricat glow of the lamp m the middle
Toom Thes 15 the third tiwe Ive come here with
out an mwitahon from you he said directly ) (3
was Marana ths last I shut my mouth on what

1d onee have crammed down your throat and came
Tike any puppy It wasn't on account of my health
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there are miles of quet country 1t wasn’t-— he
hesttated then went on— ¢ altogether becamse of
Mariana I wanted to watch you closer I want to
find out what you are like mside, so T might under
stand some-— some other things better I can get
out 3fat s a rank failure’

Howat 1ssued a polite general dissent Now
right there  Polder stated  you dont want me
youd rather I was a thousand mles away, dead
Well —why dont you say so?’ He had not the
least conception of a decent reticence of address
Howat lenny thought resentfully at the dis
comfort aroused by the young mans sharp at
tach

Certam amenities  he obsered coldly  hue
been accepted as desirable 2s obligations for— he
hestated  easting about for a phrase that would
not too conspicuously exclude James Polder  “ Say
1t” the latter burst out ruddhy  gentlmen  nd
you all stand about with one thing to say and an
other 1n your head

\ degree of perception 1s alwasvs admirable
Howat Iennyv instructed lum Thats n nasty
one  Polder acknowledged  but I got mto 1t my
sdf T can sce that®  Ths hand scared with Is
bour was pre scd on the table and the older reabred
that since he had witnessed a heat tappad he was
not so censorious of the brohen nails the lines of 1n
delib'e black  Tle caught Tames J oldcr s pare and
turned from its intense questiomng Young cheehs



THE METAL

bad no business to be so gaunt  Polder picked up
the figurine 1n red clay studied 1t with a troubled
brow and replaced 1t with a gesture of hopeless
tess Possibly * Howat Penny unexpectedly re-
marked ¢ possibly vou find beauty 1n a prece ot cpen
bearth steel
Tts useful Polder declared ‘1t has a tensile
strength 1 know what 1t will do This  he inda
cated the fragment of a grace razed over twenty
three hundred years before 35 good for nothing
tha I see Now Howat told limself 1t was merely
2 qu stion of tensile strength  Fis old enthustasms
bis passionate admiration for the operas of Chris
topher Gluck the enthusiasms and admirations of
his kund were being pushed aside for things of more
“buous practicality The very term that had dis
tinguished hus world men of breedmg had been ds
@rdd  Indiwiduals hhe Yames Polder biunt of
Speech contemptuous Iabour scarred were para
fount to-day
Hig thoughts, he realized were & part of the
questionmg thrust on him by th trusion of Man
02 s unfortunate affarr wto s old age  She was
always dragging him to a perpleing spectacle for
hieh he had nerther energy nor inclnation  But
hed be damned 1f he would allow the mnportumtt s
of the young man beyond the table to cowplicate
further Tus difficulties and he retired abruptly be
nd the Saturday Revies * Youd betfer get

alongup  he sand brusquely after a little -
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Brealfast at an end they settled into a not un
comfortable mutual smlence They smoled James
Tolder unfolded pewspapers which he neglected to
read Iowat went through the penodicals with au
dible expressions of displeasure e wondered when
Mariana would appear Vanana made s fool of
him that was evident however he would put Ins
foot on any plilandering about Shadrach. He
could be as blunt as James Polder when the ocea
sion demanded  After lunch the Iatter fcll asleep
i lus charr on the porch palhdly insenuble of the
sparkling flood of afternoon  Howat rose and went
into the house It wns indecent to sce a counte
nance so weanly unguarded, shorn of all protective
aggresson  Mariana walked 1n unannounced

Why didnt you telephone for Honduras®™ he
complamed Alwavs some infernal differcnce in
what voudo  She frowned Suddenh  she ad
mtted 1 wasnt in a hurry to get here I almost
went back  Idiotie

Sensible 1t scems tome  he commented That
Polder 1s asleep on the porch. She nodded

Splendid  And vou needn t try to look fierce I
can see through you and out the back® He lt a
agarette angnily Comng to stay for the mght?
he demanded Several  she replied coolly

Three can play smff

Look here Marana he proclaimed ¢ I wont
have any nonsense do you understand?
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We can heep a photograph of Harmet on the

table

James Polder entered and put a temporary end
to his determmned speech When the former saw
Mariana ns shameless pleasure Howat thought was
beyond credence Positively nexther of them pad
any more attention to hum then they did to Rudolph
His irntation gave place to a deeper realization
that an impossible situation threatened There was
nothmg obviously that he could do to-day but he
would speak seriously to Mariana to morrow one
or both of them would have to leave Shadrach This
determination took the present werght from his con
science and pottermg about small concerns of his
own he 1gnored them comfortably

They appeared late dirty and hot for dinmer and
1t was eight o clock before Mamana came down mn &
gown like a white-petalled flower  She wore no rings
but about her throat was a necklace of old fashoned
seed pesrls in loops and rosettes  Its family she
told them 1t belonged to Caroline Penny And
she married a Quaker too & David Forsythe™ She
stopped suddenly and Howat Penny rccalled the tra
dition that Carohne Pennv Gilbert s daughter had
appropriated ber mster Myrtles sutor  Mariana
favoured lum with a fleet plance the quiver of a
reprehensible wink He glared back at her choling
with suppressed wrath 1 have & wonderfnl idea
for to morrow she proceeded tranquilly  we Il take
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lunch and leave Honduras and go to Myrtle korge
for the day

Her design was unfolded fo rapidly her directions
to Rudolph so exphert that he had no opportumty
to oppose his plan of sending her away n the morn
ing and lus impotence committed lum o her sugges
tion  She could go 1 the evemng almost as well
After dinner he rattled the dominocs sigmificantly
but Mariana smiling at lum absentlv went through
the room and out upon the porch  Polder with an
obscure sentence followed her  \ soft ramn sounded
on the porch roof but there was no wind the might
was warm

Howat glanced at ls watel after a period of rest
ful case and saw that 1t was past ten  He moved
resolutcly outside  VMarana was banked with
cushions i the cantas sming and Pold r sat with hus
body extended his hands clasped belund hus head
a gloomy revery The mght apparently had
robbed her countenance of nnv bloom more than
once n the past vear Howat had scen her stamped
with the prememtory scarring of time  Polder rose
ns he approached and VMarana struggled up-
right

Good mght  she said ungraciously to them both

and flichered away through the dark ~ James Polder
was savagely biing Ius lips hus hands the elder saw
were clenched Your wife Howat proceeded

how isshe?  Polder gazed at lum stomly without
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reply I asked after your wife Howat repeated
wrrtably No the other at last sard  you re
minded me of her I suppose you are right  He
turned and walked abruptly from the porch into the
slowly dropping ramn

873



AT

HL road to Myrtle I orge mounted between
rolling cultivated fields the scattered stone
runs of walls erected in the carhest non

days and after e pastoral course came to the Torge
dwetling ts shuttered bulk sct in a tangle of bushes
and rank grass An ancient beech tree swept the
ground with smooth grey limbs surrounded by long
accumulated dead leaves  Tames Polder shut off the
motor by the low, stone wall that supported the lawn
from the roadway he crossed to the farm where the
house heys were hept and Howat and Manana moved
slowly forward A porch added the former smd
Jasper Penny s time extended at the left and they
stood on the broken fiooring and gazed down at a
featureless tangle once n garden and the gnarled re-
mamder of a small apple erchard beyond

Y older soon returned and they proceeded to a door
on the further side where the hitchen angle partly
enclosed a flaggmg of broad stones Inside the
house empty of furmshing was a place of echoes
muflled m dust the insidious dank edours of cor
rupting wood and plaster walls with melancholyy
superimposed  stripping  papers  older sombrely
blistered pant and panclled wamscoting varnished
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m an mmtation yellow graming It was without a
relic of past digmty Mariana was unable to dis
cover a souvemr of the generations of Pennys that
had filled the rooms with the stir of thewr living
Once more outside they sat on the stone threshold
of an office like structure back of the main dwelling
and indulged 1 eigarettes
The disturbing tenston of last might Howat
thought comfortably had vamshed Mariana was
flippant James Polder enveloped m indolent ease
The Forge Howat Penny told them  was be
low A pathdescended across a steep face of sparse
grass and at the bottom Polder s mterest revived
It stood there he indicated a fallen shed beyond a
masoned channel chohed with the broken stones of
its walls and tangled shrubberv You don t sup-
pose & johe that size was the great Gilberts plant
Here s the drop for the water power yes and the
won pimons of the overshot wheel — He chimbed
down a precartous wall and stood perhaps twelve feet
below them  Sccuring & rough bolt he brought 1t up
for thewr mspection Look at that forging he
cried  after 1t has Jam around for a century and a
half Take silk  Charcoal won and 1t was ham
mered too  Metal 1sn t half worked anv more We
conld turn that nto steel at almost nothing & ton
He showed them 1n the mouldermg shed the founda
tion of the anwl traced the probable shafting of the
trip hammer marked the location of the hearths
Three he decided * and a cold trickle of air A
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mgger pumping a bellows probably  No they could
get that from the wheel  he drew an explanatory dia-
gram i the blackened dust

With the lunch basket on the runmng board of the
motor they ate sitting on the Jow boundary wall of
the lawn  The heat incrensed through the Iate \ay
noon and Howat remnined winle Manana and James
Yolder wandered 1 the direction of the orchard
Tinally the sun forced the former to move and he
too proceeded 1n a desultory manner, entenng the
shade of a grove of old maples The trees thor
earliest red leafage alreads emerald followed the drv
channel cut back from Canary Crech to the Forge
and he soon cmerged at the broad flashing course of
the stream A flat rock jutted mto the hurrving
water by an overthrown dam 1ts sun heated expanse
now an shadow and he staved Disteming to the gur
gling flow  T'ar above him a hawk wheeled 1n ambient
space a mil whistle sounded remotely from Jaffa

The thought of Marnana hovered at the back of
lus lulled beng &l he desired he told lumself was
her complete happimess  Ile might even have become
reconciled to James Polder  His first unfavourable
opmion of the latter he realized had been modified
by —by time e had judged Polder sclely in the
Iight of an old standard ‘The fellow was pawfully
honest good stuff there iron the 1ron of the
Pennys  Bat the other strain had betraved lim A
cursed shame  The material of the present moulded
perhaps into seemingly new forms was always that
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of the past Ths Polder was Essie Scofield and
Jasper Byron He Howat Penny was Penny
and Jamnan and Penny — Damel James Casmmr
and Howat once more the older Howat who had
married the widow of Felix Winscombe Black
agam He wondered what the blackness not spent
hke lus own had brought the other A headstrong
dark youth with the charactenistic sloping eyebrows
and slender wigorous carriage The traditional
rebellious spirit had myvolved Jasper 1n disgrace 1t
had thimmned lus own blood

Footfalls approached through the trees and the
others jomed lam  James Polder extended himself
on the rock and Marana sat with her hands clasped
about her shm knees A sience intensiSed by th
whispersng  stream enveloped them The hawk
arcled above and Howat had an extraordmary sense
of the faruhanty of the bird harging m lmtless
space of the warm stone and water choling m a
smooth eddy He had as a boy fished there But
Iis bram momentanly swam with a porgnant un
recogmzable emotion different from the sensation of
childhoed He rose confused and mddy With old
age he muttered

Marana followed Itsallover she announced
decisivel v Well dmve back and leave to-day
She sighed That s gone already James Polder
snowed her the sua shpping toward the western hills
She moved up to hun Ilaid her hand on his arm

Howat Penny went ahead He must speak to her
877
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after dinner As the motor slowly gathered mo-
mentum he turned and looked back at the dark pink
1ish dwelling 1n 1ts tangle of grass and bushes run
wild  Dusk appeared to have already gathered over
it although the sun still shone elsewhere n lengthen
g dusts gold bars the wide-spread beech was som
bre against blank shutters the chimneys broken and
vold
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LETTER for James Polder was at Shad
rach and he opened 1t immediately
glancing over 1ts scrawled sheet Howat

saw a curlous expression overspread the others
countenance He called Mamana' 1n a sharp
tone She appeared from the foot of the steps
Harrmet never went home he told her  this 1s
from Pittsburgh  She s back on the stage A pre
monitory dread filled Howat Penny  Mariana stood
quietly her gaze lifted to Polder She never went
home herepeated  but writes that suddenly she —
she didnt want to and couldn t stand Harnsburg
another week  She saw some one and had a part
that ought to be good offered to her and so—

Is that all Jim?

No he rephed  there 1s more absolutely un
justified T think Td like you to read 1t It would
be best’ Marana took the letter and followed 1ts
irregular course Its true encugh she sard
quietly at the end But I don t 1n the least mind
Jim  She had a perfect might to something of the
sort That 1s— Im not annoyed about what she
says of me but 1t will upset you ternbly  And it
has been my fault from the first  He protested
vehemently but she stopped him with a gesture then
walled to the door opeming on the porch where her
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head up she stood gazing out into the serene, faul
g hght

Jomes Lolder followed her and Howat heard the
sereen softly closc  Ile was about to hight a cign
rette but his hand shaking he lnid it on the table
ile put up his glass, without purpose and then let
it drop  Rudelph was placing the silver for dmner
old forks famtly marked with a crest that Ysabel
Howat had brought to her husband  \ recurrence
of the afternoon s sense of the continuity of all v
mg, floved over lum whispersng with old voiees old
longing and sorron and regret, mingled dim features
and the brolen clasping of hands  He saw Marnana
sweeping 1 a pale current — a remote cternal pas
sion winding through the transient body of life  She
smuled her subdued mocking griety infinitely appeal
mg and vanished

They came 1n to dinner without changing the m
formal garb of the day James Polder was sient
disturbed but Marniana was serenely commonplace
Her voice clear and lugh went unmportantly on
untl turming to Howat Penny she smd without the
changing of a tone I want James to take me back
to Harnsburg with lam but he wont  Howat en
densoured to meet this msamty with the silence usu
ally oppo ed to Mariana s frequent wildnass of state-
ment  His kmfe scraped sharply agamst a plate
but 1 the main he successfully presersed an un
moved countenance Now that Harret has sur

rendered lnm  she persisted, I don ¢ see why I can't
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be considered It 1s the commonest sense— Jim
can t Live alone properly 1n that house I cant exist
properly without hum You see Howat how rea
sonable 1t seems ~ What he did percerve was that
his attitude of mattention must be sharply deserted

Your words Martana  he sad coldly

proper and reasonable 1 the connection you

have used them would be nidiculous if they werent
disgraceful I have been patient with a certamm
amount of rash talk yes-——and conduct hut this
must be the end T had mntended to have you leave
Shadrach this morming then later  Eather that or
11 be forced to make my exctises to James Polder
He glanced with a veled enxiety at the latter but
could read nothing from the lowered pmched counte
nance

Wie could leave together if you are tired of us
Mariana continued Its James really whoe 1s
making all the trouble He has some stupid 1dea
about pobility of conduct and my best good But
the real truth 1s that he s afraid for me of course
and 5o he won t Iisten

Wont you show her that 1t 1s umpossible?  the
younger man cnied at Howat Penny ¢ I cant take
advantage of her heavenly courage She doesnt
realize the weight of opinton It would make —

¢Stuff she mterrupted * Youd make steel
and I would make an occasional dessert  You must
be told Jimmy that the afternoon calling vou have
confused with hfe reslly 1sn t done any more lou
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have been brought up in rather a deadly way  You
ought to be saved from vourself I am a very ma
ture person and 1 am advising you ealmly

The dinner had come to an end a decanter 1a old
fashioned blue and gold cutting of brandvy, & silver
baskct of oranges the coffee cups and glasses were
all that remamed  and James Polder played mith the
cut frmt the half full cordial glass before nm 1
am gomg to be brutally frank Jumms,’ she sad
agun You know that 1s a habit of mine too
You are & very brllant young man but vou are not
ommipotent — you require stiffering hhe a collar
And I would be a splendid Jaundress for you  Har
riet 13 o long shot too lenient I might not be so
comfortable to Live with but Id be braemg 14
have you in that dirty hitle superintendent s box 10
no time

He made no reply and obsiously tormented au
tomatically squeczed a half orange into Ius goblet
Then he took a sip of brandy

Together James Mariana asserted *we would

go up hke a hate By yourself — forgive me — you
havent enough patience enough balance  you
wouldnt fly steadly You might break all your
sticks on the ground?  He moodily empticd what re-
mamed of lus brandy into the goblet and orange
Juice and pushed 1t impatiently away  “I d rather
do that he answered  than try to earry you with
me on such & flight

Howat Penny was conscious of a dimmution of hus
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fears  He had entirely underrated James Polder
the latter was an wumense sight steadier than Marz
ana  His thoughts strayed momentarily to Harriet
back agam m her public orbit  He could imagme
that she had found Harnsburg insuperably dull the
hours with only Cherette empty after the emotional
debauches of the plays elected by Vivian Blane Yes
this young Polder would stand admirably firm
Mariana frowned at the cobalt smoke of her ciga
retfe I amn a verv bad temper  she told them

No one for a mmute thinks of what mv feeling may
be You are both entirely concerned with your own
mece sense of virtue

Not at all but of your future Howat Penny

asserted

Her lower hp assumed the contempt of which 1t
was pre-emmently capable She made no immediate
reply James Polder s fingers sbsently clasped the
goblet before ham  he drew 1t toward his plate tipped
the thick hqud 1t contamed Just what do you
recommend me to do? Mariana challenged Howat

Go through with a hfeful of winters hhe the last!
Marry another Sam Lewis! I am not celebrated
for reliability 1t 15 only with Junmy —  she brohe
off Howat Penny recalled her callous cxpression
photographed 1n Egyptian dress at a period ball
her description of the hard rdmg and reckless
parties of the transplanted English colonies 1n the
south

Polder lifted the goblet to hus ips but zet 1t back
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untasted  Howat looled away from “lsnanas
scornful interrogaton unable to reply  Finalh

1 am old as you once remunded me’ he stated

1m out of my tune dont understand I can enly
remember amd remembersng asn ¢ any fonger of use
The men ¥ knew the land 1 hope I was would rinn
themsclies a hundred tines before compromnng a
woman Polder appears to understand that  And
women I had the privilege of meeting saenficed them
sclses nith a smile for what you dismuss as mere sttt
pidity  Cod knows which s vight  They Jooked
the lovehiest of creatures then  There was o stand
ard we thought high Things a man couldnt
do  But Idont know — st seems so long ags e
stopped to watel James Polder tale a sip of the
muxture m his hand  The Iatter tasted ot slowly
and then emptred the goblet. Ihs face was blank
with eyes nearly closed

1 could carry Jimmy up in m hands ' Mansna

smd Dant  she added vaguely as he squeczed
out the remmimng half of lus orange and poursd
fresh brandy mto st “It's comous  he told her

not at alf bad

They maved out of the dimng Toom and Vansne
and Polder continued to the porch Iowat stood
with & hand resting on the mahogany eigarette box
he had the feeling of # man unexpectedly It by a
tram thandering into the distance It would mot
stop back for hun now he was dropped  He sank
relaxed mto an accustomed chair lug bramn surren
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dered 1ts troubling the waking somnolence settled
over him  He was conscious of is surroundmg
recogmzed 1ts actualtty yet at the same time 1t
seemed 1mmaterial like the setting of a dream He
roused himself after a httle and smoked nodding
his head to emphasize the pomts of his thought

This Polder had shown the mstinet of breeding
while Mariana was — just what she was he couldn t
for the life of im determmme A hussy he decided
temporarily  After all his own time when black
and white had been distmgumshable was best
Howat Penny relinquished with a sigh the effort to
penetrate to-day he was content to be left behind
out of the grmding rush the dizzy speed of pro
gression  His day when black had been black was
immeasurably superior the women had been more
charming the men erect clothed m proper garb and
pride  Where now could be seen such an audence
as Dr Damrosch had gathered for s first season
of German opera? Not certamnly at the perform
ance he had heard with Mariana two no-—three
winters ago A vulganized performance mn the spint
of a boulevard cafe The whole present air he told
Tumself was wrong

He looked at huis watch and was surprised to see
that 1t was past ten Not a sound came from the
poreh and he determined to go outside exercise the
discretion which Mariana had cast to the winds
However he didn t stir he could not summon the en

ergy mecessary for the combating of their impetuous
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vouth. He unfolded a paper but it drooped on bis
knees shid finallv to the floor Then Mlavana ap
peared walked swiftly without n word through the
room and vamshed upstairs  Not even a el period
at the end of the evening  \fter another long wart
Jantes Polder entered  The latter stood uncasls by
the table with a furrowed brow o ndiculous twitch
g mouth

Yolder went out mto the dinmg room where
through the doorway Howat Panny could see him
hovening over the silver basket of orange pla
upon the sideboard If you dont mind  he called
back and there were a rattle of hmves a thm ning
of glass  Tlhe hght was dim bevond and he stood
in the doorway sith the brandy deeanter and orange
Juice  He dramed the mixture and leancd absorbed
aganst the woodwork Flus 15 & hell of a world*
he exclamed suddenly Ererything worth having
15 fenced off A woman wont understand Does
any one suppose that I dont want Mariana! Its
the responsibihty  She s right — I am afraid of 3*
And she laughed at me  \othing cowardly m her
Iius voice deepened

It 13 1gnorance  Howat stated
I thought so for a mnute vou arc wrong
She s had more experience than wed get 1n a thou
sand years  ‘The hife she hnows would fix that  She
talked me 1nto a tangled foolishness n five mmutes
made me look hike a whishered hypocrite  Nothug
I said sounded real and yet X must be nght  Sup
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pose Harriet should turn nasty suppose—oh a
thousand things
Tt 1sn t arguable Howat Penny egreed
This afforded the other no consolation  What
15 she to do® he demanded Mariana won t set
tle quetly agamst a wall Sh told you that Shes
full of —of & sort of energy that must be at some
thing  Manana hasnt the anchor of most women
— respectability
Am I to gather that that is no Jonger considered
admirable?  the elder mnquired If you gather
anything you are lucky Polder rephed gloomly
Im not sure about my own name Good mght
he disappeared abruptly
Above Howat slowly made his preparations for re
tirmg infimtely weary  Wahmg problems fell from
him Iike a Jeaden werght mto the sea of unconscious
ness  He was reheved at breakfast to see Mariana
come down m a hat with the jacket of her smt on
an arm  He waited for her to mdicate the tramn by
which she was leaving so that he could tell Honduras
to have the motor ready but she sat around 1 a
dragging silence  Polder walked up and down the
room in which they were gathered Howat wa hed
he would stop his clattering movement  An expres
sion of 1ll nature deepered 1 Marnana she loohed
her uglest and James Polder was perceptibly
fogged from a lach of sleep Fimnally he said
Looh here we cant go on hke this He
stopped m front of Mariana with a quwermeg’lfnm
s
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She rawsed her eychrows “Come outside” he
begged ¢ Whats the use? she replied but at
the same time she rose “Dont get desperate
Howat, she said over her shoulder ¢ Fven Ieant
do any more I can only take my shamelessness back
to Andslusia  Polder held open the screen door
and as without her jachet she went out HHowat
Icnny had a final ghmpse of the man bending at her
side  Lile two fish 1 a net he thought ungra
ciously  He was worn out by therr infernal flop-
ping  With a determined movement of is shoul
ders o fixing of lus glass he turned to the accumula
tion of s papers

Later he heard the changing gears of & motor
He thought for a moment that it was Honduras at
us own car then he recogmzed the stroke of o far
heavier engine  The powerful ungraceful bulk of
an Cnglish machine was stopping at lns door  Im

diately after he dist hed the shghtly harsh
dommating voice of Peter Provost. The latter en
tered followed by Kingsfrere Janran Peter Pro-
vost a member of the New York family and connec-
tion of the Jannans had sice the clder Jannans
death charge of the family s interest in the banking
firm of Provost Jannan and Provost He occupied
Howat knew a position of general adwisor to Char
lotte and her children He was a large man who
had never lost the hardness of a famous unnersity
carecr 1n the football fild with a handsome cold
countenance and spihed grey moustache He shook

388




THE METAL

hands with Howat Penny and plunged directly into
lus present purpose
Rungsfrere  he said  has heard some cheap
stuff m the aity principally about that young Pol
der marred last fall Personally I laughed at at
but Charlotte seemed upset This Polder s wife an
actress has left her Fusband and gone back to the
stage because — so Byron asserted you know Byron
— Mariana had broken up thewr home
Old Polder said just that Kingsfrere affirmed
And that wasn t all —he added that Mariana was
out here with the fellow
Provost laughed
Well Howat Penny replied  James Polder
15 staying at Shadrach He was ashed here
because his health was threatenng He had two
weeks leave and although I wasnt really anxious
I sard he might recuperate with me
And Mariana? Provest inquired
¢ Came out day before 3esterday late leaving this
mornming
Howat Penny was consclous of a growing anger
There was no reason for lus submitting to an in
terrogation by Peter Provost he didnt have to
justify his actions the selection of his guests and
he had no intention of explaming his attrtude toward
Marana But Provost 1t became evident had no
inchnation to be mtrusive It was he made that
clear wholly Charlotte But Kingsfrere Jannan
was wcreasmgly impatrent  YWhere 1s Polder?  he
389
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demanded  Howat surseved him with nesther {avour
nor reply  Suddenty he understood the feeling of
both men —~— they considered that he was too old tc
have any grip or comprehenuon of ife  They wer
quetly but olnousty relegating fum to the back ©
the scene  Ilis anger mounted he was about to
make & sharp reply when he paused  There was a
possibabty that they were nght he was undoubt
edly old and he had been unable to influence turn
Marimna 1 the shightest degree  He didn t approve
of her present head strong course only a fus
hours ago he had soluntards gladly relinquished
all effort to comprelund 1t
Perhap Irovest supgested  mince we are

here wed better talh to om I suppose thes ru
out about the place You could send Rudolph
Howat replied that he would find them lumself e
wanted now to prepare Tames Polder for any e
dental unpleasantness  The Iatter he hnew had &
hasty temper a short store of patience  After all
be had acted very well i n diffienlt situation Tt had
been Marinna  Howat P nny was aware of a grow
mg svmpathy for young Polder 1Ihis was a more
engnginp person than Kingsfreres pasty presence
and sharp reputation at cards e got hus hat and
wint out over the thick smooth sod mto the slum
berous blue radiance of the early summer noon

He found Manana and James Polder sitting on &
bank bv the Furnace ¢ Peter Provost s here with
Kingsfrere  he told them quietly They want to
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sce James about some nonsense bantered
around town  Polder rose quickly 1nstantly an
tagomstic ¢ At the house? he demanded already
moving away \lanana stopped lum with a hand
on hus shoulder Don t pay any attention to what
they may say Jinmy she commanded It snt
Peter Provost s affair and Rung frere 1 a fatherly
pose 18 a scream  They moved forward together

Il see them she added cuttingly

I will attend to this James Polder told her

I dent want any woman explammmg my actions
They havent & whisper on me I m glad enongh of
an opportumty to talh to 2 man

If you lose your temper ~— Howat commenced

but Mariana mpatiently interrupted him Why
shouldn t Jim lose Ins temper? she demanded I
would Personally Id be gladif he did although 1t
mightn t be fortunate for hing frere Hes a goou
deal of a dumphng But I will be furious 1f you
look gty  Tell them we re mad about exch other
and that I am warting for the smallest encourage
ment to go with you

Howat Penny left Manana at the door and went
m with Polder Provost was seated with an open
paper Rungsfrere studying the photograph of Scal
ch This said Howat generally 1s my guest
James Polder  Peter Provost extended lus square
powerful hand but the other Jannan made no
movement Well? Polder demanded aggressieels

Howat Penny procceded through the room to the
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porch where he met Manana  They walked to the
further end and found chairs Vihat males me
sich  Marmana proceeded ¢ 1s the way men calmly
take everything wnto their own hands as 1f women
were still tied up naughty bundles Jim will have
all the fun and he has only said *no 1 hornfied
tones

Agamn he could think of no adequate reply He
histened 1n vam for the sound of raised voices withmn

What in heaven s name brought them?’ Howat
told her what e had heard ¢ I'm glad I did break
up that mess they called o home? she asserted ‘It
was rotten with stale beer and half pounds of liver
for that disgusting animal'?

The heat inereased in waves a wagon passmg on
the road below was enveloped m a cloud of dust
“I wish theyd hurry’ VManana smd sharph
Howat Penny thought he heard Iungsfrere speak
g i abrupt periods  Then a chair scraped am
Peter Provost s deliberate voice became audible It
was however impossible to distinguish hus words
but suddenly Polder exclaimed Say something I
can pound mto you  Marmna rose her hands
clenched  Go back to your mouldy httle hfel’
James Polder continued ¢ I'm not surprised Miss
Jannan wants to get out of 1t I am sorry T hest
tated It scemed *o me T couldn t offer her anythmng
good enough  but that was before I d listened to you

And if you m particular come worming about
me agam Il smash your flat face  The screen
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door was wrenched violently open and James Pol
der strode up to Marana Suppose we get out
of this slag pit  he said hus chest labourmg I
can t breathe here *

I am ready Jimmy she rephed quietly  per
haps Howat will look up & tram and let Honduras
drive us to the station  She laid her hand on his
arm Now we can forget them she smd They
turned and together vamshed mto the house
Howat Penny followed them slowly  He found Peter
TProvost apparently undisturbed Nothing to be
done the latter commented  “I saw that mmmedt
ately he turned up  Rangsfrere made a short effort
but 1t wasn t conspicuously successful I imagine 1t
rather worse than fmled  God knows what s getting
mto these young women HMowat— Eliza and the
rest of em—1ts a gamble they dont Al nght
Kingsfrere  Jannan hingered with a dark mutter
but the other unceremomously drove him into the
waiting car

Mariana soon descended with Polder carrymng
two bags Ope seven Howat told them 1In the
extraordinary situation he found nothing adequate
to say Mamana mght have been going unremarh
ebly to Charlotte and her home she was absolutely
contamed James Polder had a dazed espression
without his companion Howat thought he would
blunder 1nto the walls He stood holding the bags
until told to put them down  Honduras was soon at
the door Marana moved forward and mechan
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ically Howat Icnny made lus customary pretence of
avoiding her hss  The warm fragrance of her hps
remamed long after she had gone

A pervasive stillness settled upon Shadrach out
side the sunlight lay on the lulls 1n & thich vddlow
vail the cool mterior held only the familiar crepita
tion of the old clock abore “ow he told himself
lie could read the papers peacefully  but he sat with
empty hands ‘VMarana had gone Qutrageous
conduct he smid aloud without conviction His
voice sounded thin unfamhar  His dreams of her
continued superionity to the commonplace of her
fine aloofness like the eluvation of the strams of Or
feo had been utterly destroved  He could not uneg
e a greater descent than the one which had over
taken her  As he rehearsed ats detarls they seemed
meraasingly  disgraceful  He could not forgne
James Polder for his relapse Ius shoching failure to
maintain the standards the obligations bred nto
himself Howat Penny by se many years and by
blood It was that miscrable old business of Jas
pers once more blighting the present betraying
Marnana

This wheeled m Ius bramn throughout summer
He had as he evpected no word from her  Char-
Iotte too sent no hine he was 1solated m the 1
creasing and waning heat m a sea of greenery grow
ing heavy and grey with dust then swept by ran and
touched with the scarlet finality of frost Rudolph
it agam the luchory fires in the middle hearth the
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days shortened rapidly sitting before the glow of
the logs he could see through a western window the
afternoon expiring m a sullen red flame  The leaves
streamed sibilantly by the eaves and accumulated m
dry russet heaps m angles and hollows they burned
m crachling fires filling the air with 2 dnifting haze
rich with suggestion and memories He saw the
first snow on & leaden mormng when the flexible and
bald white coversng devoid of charm held the sig
mficance of barrenness death All day this chuilling
similitude Iingered m his mmd He walked about
the house slowly unpleasantly conscrous of the strik
mg of Ins feet on the wood floors

At Christmas a revival of spmit overtook him 2
long Jetter came from Vlariana Bundv Provost sent
him a tall silver tankard with a Iid for his mght
table Howat polising his glass with a maroon
bandanna read Mariana s letter m the yellow light
of the lamp and burming logs

€ I have been to see a mew steel process she
wrote  the Duplex with immense hilting furnaces
and the Bessemer blast I know a great deal about
yron now far more than a Howat Penny who should
be an authority  Jim 1s frightfully busy but lately
he has been able to sleep after the might shift which
makes 1t better for every one  He 1s one of the best
men here and that comes from the Yrorks and the
reorgamization 15 slowly but surely progressing and
we are progressing with it T am not a particle
lonely with only one servant really don t want an
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other, and make a great deal more than desser
You have no 1dea how absorbing st 1s to have a lot
of things that must be done  The days simply fade
You mustnt worry about me Howat I always
hated polite affurs and parties and people even
when I was young as posnible 1 was more than anv
thung of ¢ a Hell in the Corner

He smuled recogmzing an old fiippant phrase
and let Ins hand drop while he recatled Mariana—
turming to lum to hook her gown, constructing an
noving towers with the dopunoes reprehensible and
amusing e resumed reading

1t would be wonderful 1f —no it 1s wonderful!
But Howat I can tell only jou this I wish oranges
had never been imented’  He drew ns mouth inte
a compressed line  James was dnnhing e ree
membered when the other first made the concoction
of orange juice and brandy he saw hum clearly
leamng 1n the doorway to the dining room with the
emptied goblet and a curious ntrospective expres
sion on lus mobile countcnance ¢ He ought to be
hung!  he exclumed sharply  The fellow should
sce Iumself as o mat for Mariana’s feet DBut that
wasnt life he realized evistence scemed to become
more and more heedless of the propnieties of th sim
plest concessions to duty  He saw the world as &
ship which admirably navigated a score or more
years ago had jommed its rudder No one could
predict what rocks the unmanagesble sphere might
be driving for
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The sigmificance born by that sentence robbed the
remamnder of the letter of pleasure He read that
Mariana had ordered the customary mft of cga
rettes and hoped they would last him longer than
everybody Lnew they would The mmplied affection
of all the paragraphs was visible in the last words
He put the letter carefully away The cigarettes
were suffictent for & considerable time beyond cus
tomary Something of his appetite had gone the
periods of half wakeful slumber m his charr drew
out through whole evenings The actual world re-
treated his memories as bright as ever became a
Little confused the years figures mngled mcongru
ously famous arias were transposed to operas
which they had not been sung

W mter retreated but the latter part of March
and April were hitterly cold no leaves appeared the
ground remamed barren he seldom got out

The albums of programmes were brought from
therr place on the low shelves but now more than
often they were barely opened scanned Then
on an evenmng when belated snow was sifting through
the cracks of the solhd shutters he came on an ob-
long package wrapped in strong paper  He opened
1t 1 a momentary revival of interest of Life It
was a tall ledger bound 1n erumbling calf with
stamed and wrinkled Jeaves Howat had not seen
1t for twenty years but he recalled immediately that
1t was a forge book kept i Gilbert Penny s day
then Myrtle Forge had been new that other };owat
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alne e opened it carefully powdered hus hnees
witl leather dust and studied the fad d entries
what flourishing pale violet imtials what rubicund
hines and cndings’

Lhere werc tno handwritings listing cowmonplace
transactions now mmested by time with an accumn
lated poignant sigmficance one smooth and clerhly
the othur abrupt with heavy mpatient strohes
Youth probably held at an unwelcome tash and
more than likels Howat October 1n seventeen
fifty  Years of vinhty of struggle and conque t |
of wron—aron James Polder had shown lum stll
uncorrupted better than the metal of to-day — and
tron Iike men  The ledger shpped to the floor tear
g the spongy leather and crumbling the sere luaves
e recovered it dismaved at the damage wrought
A shcet apparently had cowne loose and he bunt for
ward with difficulty a swimming head  Howat made
an attempt to find its place when he discovered that
1t was not o part of the volume It was he saw &
nate obliterated by creases but with some lines still
legible hurriedly scrawled by a woman

You must be more careful Y our mother
So hot headed Howat I cant do what you ash
I have a headache now thinhing abont Felix and you
and myscdf  No one must find out  What fol
lowed was lost then come g signature that with the
ad of a reading glass he barely deciphered-— Lu
dowil a

That was the name of the woman a widow Gil
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berts son had marrnd Her first husband Fehx
Winscombe had died at Mvrtle Forge during a dip-
lomatic mission from England Ap old man
with a young wife! His confusion slowly resolv
g mto & comprehension of what the note mmplied
fillld him with an increasing revolt The earher
Howat too like Jasper in the tangle of an mtrigue
—not & publc scandal and shame as had been the
later but no less offensne In o flare of anger
Howat Penny crumpled the paper and flung 1t mnto
the fire There 1t mstantly blackened burst into
flame and wavered a shuddermg cinder up the chim
ney He put the ledger loosely wrapped 1 its cov
ermg on the table and sat breathing rapidly can
ously disturbed The old fault projected so unex
pectedly out of the faithless bumal of the past
struck at him with the weight of a personal afront

The heat subsided 11 the hearth with tfe mghtly
ebbing of steam m the radiator the hickory dismm
tegrating 1nta blochs faded from cherrv red to pul
satimg and finaly dead ash Lost in the br ermess
of his thoughts he made no movement to replemsh
the fire

He wondered 1f the explored histories of other
famlies would show such scarring re ards as i awn
Were there everywhere back of each heart pud lles
sloughs masked 1n the decennmg probity maint.ined
for public view? ind noy —Manana! et same
how her affarr did not appear as ugly as these
others  Stated coldly n conventional terms 1t was
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bitle different  Why 1 plam words she had
but \larana evaded plain words her challenging
courage forbade them Here was more than could
be arraigned convicted, by a stercotyped judgment
Or perhaps this was only Ins affection for her blind
g him to the truth

The first Howat and Jasper stnlang contemptu
ously across the barrers of social morals lnved 1
NMariane alone with James Polder in illegitimate air
cumstance and 1n himself — an old man without fam
ily, without the supporting memory of actual achieve-
ment the negative decav of a negative existence
His mind confronted by a pamful complexity of un
answerable problems failed utterly He was con
scious of his impotence chilling s blood deademng
his nerves  Thin tears fell over hus hollow chechs
and he rose shally fiercely dragging at his ban
danna

But he discovered that his hand was numb with
cold The fire lay black and dead 'The shrilhng
wind ladened with snow wrenched at the shutters
The room was bitter  He must get up to bed
warm blankets A chill touched um with an 1cv
breath It overtooh him mdway on the star and
he clung to the railing appalled at 1ts volence in hus
fragle bang  He gat finally to lus room to the
edge of his bed where he sat waiting for the as ault
to subside  He wanted Rudolph but the effort to
move to the door call appeared insuperable The
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chll left lim  and blundering hideously delayed he
wrapped limself i the bed covering

Not ail the wool 1n the world he thought would be
sufficient to drive the cold from his body He fell
mto a temporary exhaustion of sleep but was waked
later by sharp and oppressive pains m his chest
deepening when he breathed  The suffering must be
mastered and he lay with gripping hands strsing
by force of will to overcome what he thought of as
the brutal play of small sharp kmves He con
quered it seemed the pain grew less but it had left
an mncreasing difficalty 1 his breathing 1t was a
labour to absorb sufficient air even for lus small
aged demands  Sleep deserted hun  and he waited
through seeming years for the delayed appearance
of dawn He had hoped that the new day would be
sunny warm it was overcast he could see the snow
drifted 1 the lower window panes

Rudolph usually knoched at the door at half past
eight but apparently to-day he had forgot
Howat Penny s watch lay on the table at hus hand
yet 1t was far distant he couldn t face the heary
effort of its mspection At last the man came
with hrs even morning, greeting Howat was so ex
hausted that he could make no replv and Rudolph
moved silently to the bedside His espression for
an mstant was deeply concerned T have a cold
or somethmng of the sort the other saxd  He raised
s head but ssnh bach with e thin audible inspara
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tion It would be Lest air to have the doctor from
Jaffa  the servant suggested  Howat, i the mdst
of protest closed lus eves the pan had returned
WV hen he had again defeated 1t Rudolph was gone
The room blurred lost its walls became formless
space out of which to his pleasurable surprise
he saw the earcfully garbed figure of Coloncl Maple-
son walling toward him  He never forgot that tes
rose! Confound lim — probably another benefit for
one of hus indigent song burds  As Howat was about
to speak the Colonel disappeared It was Scaleh
1n street dress a yellow fur about her throat warm
seductive  He had sent the divmne I age the bouquet
i paper lace  But she too vanished  He heard the
strams of an orchestra hingening he had missed the
overture and 1t might be the first duet — with Ge ter
1 superb voice e was warting for Marans that
was 1t always late  Then her hand was under
s arm  But 1t was the doctor from Jaffa
Rudolph was at the foot of the bed and the two
men moved aside conversed impolitely mn hushed
tones Im sich he thought lucidly One word
reached him —oxygen It all melted away agmn
wto a blach lake with ghostly swans a pamted
mouth and showering confetts one of the supreme
waltzes that Johann Strauss alone could compose
Later a woman i a folded hinen cap was seated be-
sid him a chunera  But she laid cool fingers on hus
wrist held a brownish distasteful mixture to lns hips
A draught of egg nog was better although it wasn ¢
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as persuasive as some he had had Bundy Provosts,
for example

Bundy was a galhard youth but he was clear
as 1ce underneath He wouldn t have let them put
that thing over lis Howats face He trred to turn
aside but a cap of darkness descended upon hum
Afterward his breathing was easier A blue iron
tank was standing nearby and the nurse was remov
ing a rubber mask attached to 2 flexible tube  The
latter led from a glass bottle with a crystal pipe
mto the tank the bottle held water and the water
was troubled with subsiding clear bubbles More
of the darh unpleasant musture more egg nog
VWhy did they trouble and trouble him — already he
was late getting to Irving Place

The opera as he had feared had commenced and
it was at once strange and famhar The chorus
and orchestra were sging m a deep ground tone
the stage was set with a row of great seething fur
naces glarning white bars of hight cut through va
porous Vellow gases and showered steel sparks where
coppery figures were labouring obscurely 1 a flam
g heat that rolled out over the audience There
was a shnlling of violins and then a deafening blare
of brass an appalling volume of sound pourmg out
Iike boiling metal But here was Rudolph the
performance was at an end 1t was time to go home

I took the hberty of searching for — for Muss
Jannans address  the other told lam  Well arnd
whynot!  Mr Provost and Mrs Jannan are away
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for a weeh  Howat hoped that Kingsfrere would
not turn up with s flat face  Ile was conscious of
smiling at a memory the exnct shape of which escaped
him ~—~ something humorous that Lad happened to
the pasty youth A refreshing arr came in at the
open windows and he struggled for a full, satisfy
ing breath  The rehef of what he dimly recogmzel
as oxygen followed The nurse moved to the door
and Marana entered

Howat * she exclamed sitting beside him  how
silly of you! A cold now with wiater done The
snow 1s runmng away And these soda watery
tanks  He felt a warmth commumicated by her
actual presence Its just my breatling he told
her 1t gets stopped up A damned nwsance’
Did Honduras meet you?

She assured lim that she had been correctly re-
cened and vamshed to remove her hat Manana
must not sit i here with the windows open he teld
the nurse but then he added it was no good giving
Mariana advice  She wouldn t histen to 1t except to
do the opposite She came back 1 one of her
cternal kmtted things tius one like a ripe banana
and sat m the nurses place There was a great
deal he wanted to know in a few minutes when he
felt less oppressed The mght came swaftly ht by
his famiiar lamps Rudolph moved about 1 the
orderly disposition of fresh white laundry A coat
needed pressing It would do to morrow  The doc-
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tor hurt um with a httle scrapmg stab at the hot
tom of his ear

¢ Mariana  he at last made the effort of speech
questioming I have been bothered shout your —
Your temporary arrangement 'That Harriet you
know make trouble

Why Howat she replied admirably detached

you don t read the important sheets of the papers!
Harriet has made a tremendous success with what
was supposed to be a small part A New York
manager has engaged her 1n letters of fire for an
unthinhable amount  James and 1 sent her our ob-
scure compliments but we were virtuously rebuked
by a legal gentleman Harret 1t seems 1s gomng
to cast us off

Of all that she had said only the word obscure re
mained 1o his mind  and 1t roused m hun an echo
of s old dogmatic pride  Marana he de
manded  didnt the reorgamzation come sbout
1sn t James Polder supermtendent?

She hesitated then replied m & low steady voice

Yes Howat it did but they didnt move Jim up
An older thev sad steadier man was chosen It
was the oranges he told himself the oranges and
brandy the cursed young fool You mu * come
away Marana he contmued more f.ntly  farr
trial failure — somethmg to yoursel’ ou familv

Leave Junmy because be wasnt made superin
tendent! she rephed in an sbstracted impabence,
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Ihen I wonder about a smaller plant > Wont
you understand, Howat, she leaned softly over him

I nced Jim as badly 28 he needs me  perhaps more
If I had any superior illusions they have all gone
I cant tell us apart Of course 1d Like hum to get
on, but prmeipally for humself Jim every bit of
him the dninking and tempers and tenderness you
would never suspect 1s my-—oxvgen I can see
that you want to hnow 1f I am happy but I cant
tell you Howat, Perhaps that s the answer and I
am—1I have & feeling of bemng a part of something
outaide personal happrness, somctlung that has tied
Jim and me together and gone on about a larger af
far  You sec Howat I wasnt consulted she
added 1n n more familar impudence ¢ whether I
was pleased or not didn t appear to matter In a
posttion Like that it s silly to talk about happiness
as 1f 1t were Like the thrll at vour first ba'l’

He dnfted away from her through the nebulous
haze decpeming about lum An occasional objec
tfive buzzing penetrated to his removed place but all
the while he realized that he wa getting farther and
farther from such interruptions of an effort to dis
tinguish & vaguely familiar veled shape He sa¥
at last that it was Howat a black Penny It was
at once humself and that other Howat ves and
Jasper Al three unremarhably merged mto one
And the acts of the first, a dark young man with a1
erect impatient carriage & countevance and gaz®
of vigorous scorn accumulated m & later figure
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bardlv less upright slender but touched with grey
& man 1n the mddle of hife He paid with an an
guished spirit for what had tahen place and at last
an old man lingered with empty hands the hush of a
passion that had burned out all utahty

Manana too had been drawn nto the wide smpl
cations of this mmgled past and present But now
clearly he recognized in her the mecting of spinit and
flesh that had been demed to him  That was lfe
he thought that was happmess In the absence of
such consummation he had come to nothing In
Jasper 1n Susan Brundon who had married him over
late the two had warred

Lafe took the spint to itself mysteriously wove
the gold thread mto 1ts design of scarlet and earth
and green or else a hearth soon cold the walls
of a Furnace crumbled and broken a rumn covered
from memory by growing leafage and grass throb-
bing with the song of robus the shrilling of frogs i
the meadow

The doctor and nurse Rudolph and Mariana
moved about him 1n a far low stir At tumes they
approached on a highter flood of oxygen Manana
wiped his hps—an immaterial red stain  But
what was that confounded opera the name of which
he had forgot? It would be 1n his albums 1 the
fiest probably Downstairs He had a sudden
view of Mananas face as she returned with the
volume An expression of piercing concern over

whelmed the reassuring smile she had for hm.
40,
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Howat understood at last he was dving ‘o
stinctive shuddering scized hun  not an fear of the
obliterating fact but from a phvsical revulnon bred
by hus long years of delicate halnt.

Yet 1t wouldn t do to expese Marana to the ter
rors and after a sharp inward struggle, he sud
almost fretfully  Further on  She turned the
pages slowly but no one could read without a de-
cent ight He moved Ins head, 1n an nfimty of
labour toward the clear grey opeming of the win
dow and saw a pattern of flying geese wavenof
across the tranquil sky
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